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Prayer = request to God for help through Jesus Christ

I. Prayer
A. Kinds of prayer
Ejaculatory (uttered hurriedly) ... Luke 23:42
And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.

Secret ... Matthew 6:6

But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door,
pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward
thee openly.

Family ... Acts 10:2,30

A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the
people, and prayed to God alway ... And Cornelius said, Four days ago | was fasting
until this hour; and at the ninth hour | prayed in my house, and, behold, a man stood
before me in bright clothing,

Group ... Matthew 18:20

For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am | in the midst of
them.

Public ... 1 Corinthians 14:14-17

For if | pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is unfruitful.
What is it then? | will pray with the spirit, and | will pray with the understanding also: |
will sing with the spirit, and | will sing with the understanding also. Else when thou shalt
bless with the spirit, how shall he that occupieth the room of the unlearned say Amen at
thy giving of thanks, seeing he understandeth not what thou sayest? For thou verily
givest thanks well, but the other is not edified.
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B. Parts of prayer
Adoration ... Daniel 4:34,35
And at the end of the days | Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine
understanding returned unto me, and | blessed the most High, and | praised and
honoured him that liveth for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his
kingdom is from generation to generation: And all the inhabitants of the earth are
reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among
the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest
thou?

Confession ... 1 John 1:9

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

Supplication ... 1 Timothy 2:1-3

| exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of
thanks, be made for all men; For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead
a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is good and acceptable
in the sight of God our Saviour;

Intercession ... James 5:15

And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he
have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.

Thanksgiving ... Philippians 4:6

Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known unto God.

C. Personal requirements of prayer
Purity of heart ... Psalm 66:18,19

If | regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me: But verily God hath heard me;
he hath attended to the voice of my prayer.
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Faith ... Matthew 21:22

And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.

In Christ’'s name ... John 14:13

And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will | do, that the Father may be glorified
in the Son.

According to God’s will ... 1 John 5:14

And this is the confidence that we have in Him, that, if we ask any thing according to His
will, He heareth us:

D. General requirements of prayer

Forgiving spirit ... Matthew 6:14

For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you:

Simplicity ... Matthew 6:5,6

And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray
standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of
men. Verily | say unto you, They have their reward. But thou, when thou prayest, enter
into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret;
and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.

Humility and repentance ... Luke 18:10-14

Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican.
The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, | thank thee, that | am not as
other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. | fast twice in
the week, | give tithes of all that | possess. And the publican, standing afar off, would
not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be
merciful to me a sinner. | tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than
the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth
himself shall be exalted.
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Unity of believers ... Matthew 18:19,20

Again | say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that
they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. For where two
or three are gathered together in my name, there am | in the midst of them.

Tenacity ... Luke 18:1-8
Importunity ... Luke 11:5-8

And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, and shall go unto him at
midnight, and say unto him, Friend, lend me three loaves; For a friend of mine in his
journey is come to me, and | have nothing to set before him? And he from within shall
answer and say, Trouble me not: the door is how shut, and my children are with me in
bed; | cannot rise and give thee. | say unto you, Though he will not rise and give him,
because he is his friend, yet because of his importunity he will rise and give him as many
as he needeth.

Intensity ... Matthew 7:7-11
Confident expectation ... Mark 11:24

Therefore | say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye
receive them, and ye shall have them.

Without many words ... Matthew 6:7

But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they
shall be heard for their much speaking.

Unceasingly ... 1 Thessalonians 5:17
Pray without ceasing.
Il. Prayer Meetings
In the upper room ... Acts 1:14
These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and

Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.
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In a house ... Acts 12:5-17

By ariver ... Acts 16:13
And on the sabbath we went out of the city by a river side, where prayer was wont to be
made; and we sat down, and spake unto the women which resorted thither.

On a beach ... Acts 21:5

And when we had accomplished those days, we departed and went our way; and they all
brought us on our way, with wives and children, till we were out of the city: and we

kneeled down on the shore, and prayed.

lll. Prayers of Christ

A. Their nature

Adoration ... Matthew 11:25-27

At that time Jesus answered and said, | thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them
unto babes. Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in thy sight. All things are
delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither
knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal

him.
Intercession ... John 17:1-26
Thanksgiving ... John 11:41,42
Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus

lifted up His eyes, and said, Father, | thank Thee that Thou hast heard Me. And | knew
that Thou hearest Me always: but because of the people which stand by | said it, that

they may believe that Thou hast sent Me.
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B. Their great occasions

At His baptism ... Luke 3:21,22

Now when all the people were baptized, it came to pass, that Jesus also being
baptized, and praying, the heaven was opened, And the Holy Ghost descended in
a bodily shape like a dove upon him, and a voice came from heaven, which said,
Thou art my beloved Son; in thee | am well pleased.

Before selecting the apostles ... Luke 6:12-16

And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to pray, and
continued all night in prayer to God. And when it was day, he called unto him his
disciples: and of them he chose twelve, whom also he named apostles; Simon,
(whom he also named Peter,) and Andrew his brother, James and John, Philip and
Bartholomew, Matthew and Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon called
Zelotes, And Judas the brother of James, and Judas Iscariot, which also was the
traitor.

At His transfiguration ... Luke 9:28,29

And it came to pass about an eight days after these sayings, He took Peter and
John and James, and went up into a mountain to pray. And as He prayed, the
fashion of his countenance was altered, and His rainment was white and glistering.

In Gethsemane ... Matthew 26:36-42

Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called Gethsemane, and saith unto the
disciples, Sit ye here, while | go and pray yonder. And he took with him Peter and
the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful and very heavy. Then saith he
unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and
watch with me. And he went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying,
O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as | will,
but as thou wilt. And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them asleep, and
saith unto Peter, What, could ye not watch with me one hour? Watch and pray, that
ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. He
went away again the second time, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if this cup may
not pass away from me, except | drink it, thy will be done.
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