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Outward Appearances

A.  Appearance can conceal

     Deception ... Joshua 9:3-16 ... And when the inhabitants of  Gibeon heard what Joshua had done
unto Jericho and to Ai, They did work wilily, and went and made as if they had been
ambassadors, and took old sacks upon their asses, and wine bottles, old, and rent,
and bound up; And old shoes and clouted upon their feet, and old garments upon
them; and all the bread of their provision was dry and mouldy.  And they went to
Joshua unto the camp at Gilgal, and said unto him, and to the men of Israel, We be
come from a far country:  now therefore make ye a league with us.  And the men of
Israel said unto the Hivites, Peradventure ye dwell among us; and how shall we make
a league with you?  And they said unto Joshua, We are thy servants.  And Joshua said
unto them, Who are ye? and from whence come ye?  And they said unto him, From a
very far country thy servants are come because of the name of the LORD thy God:
for we have heard the fame of him, and all that he did in Egypt, And all that he did to
the two kings of the Amorites, that were beyond Jordan, to Sihon king of Heshbon,
and to Og king of Bashan, which was at Ashtaroth.  Wherefore our elders and all the
inhabitants of our country spake to us, saying, Take victuals with you for the journey,
and go to meet them, and say unto them, We are your servants: therefore now make ye
a league with us.  This our bread we took hot for our provision out of  our houses on
the day we came forth to go unto you; but now, behold, it is dry, and it is mouldy:
And these bottles of  wine, which we filled, were new; and, behold, they be rent:   and
these our garments and our shoes are become old by reason of the very long journey.
And the men took of their victuals, and asked not counsel at the mouth of the LORD.
And Joshua made peace with them, and made a league with them, to let them live:
and the princes of the congregation sware unto them.  And it came to pass at the end
of three days after they had made a league with them, that they heard that they were
their neighbours, and that they dwelt among them.

     Hypocrisy ... Matthew 23:25-28 ... Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make
clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion
and excess.  Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter,
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that the outside of them may be clean also.  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites!  for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful
outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness.  Even so ye
also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and
iniquity.

     Rottenness ... Acts 12:21-23 ... And upon a set day Herod, arrayed in royal apparel, sat upon his
throne, and made an oration unto them. And the people gave a shout, saying, It is the
voice of a god, and not of a man. And immediately the angel of the Lord smote him,
because he gave not God the glory: and he was eaten of worms, and gave up the ghost.

     Rebellion ... 2 Samuel 15:7-13 ... And it came to pass after forty years, that Absalom said unto the
king, I pray thee, let me go and pay my vow, which I have vowed unto the LORD,  in
Hebron.  For thy servant vowed a vow while I abode at Geshur in Syria, saying, If the
LORD shall bring me again indeed to Jerusalem, then I will serve the LORD.  And the
king said unto him, Go in peace.  So he arose, and went to Hebron.  But Absalom sent
spies throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying, As soon as ye hear the sound of the
trumpet, then ye shall say, Absalom reigneth in Hebron.  And with Absalom went two
hundred men out of Jerusalem, that were called; and they went in their simplicity, and
they knew not any thing.  And Absalom sent for Ahithophel the Gilonite, David's
counsellor, from his city, even from Giloh, while he offered sacrifices.  And the
conspiracy was strong; for the people increased continually with Absalom.  And there
came a messenger to David, saying, The hearts of the men of  Israel are after
Absalom.

     False doctrine ... 2 Corinthians 11:13-15 ... For such are false apostles, deceitful workers,
transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.  And no marvel; for Satan himself
is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also
be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to
their works

B.  Appearance can be

     Misunderstood ... Joshua 22:10-31

     Mistaken ... 1 Samuel 1:12-18 ... And it came to pass, as she continued praying before the LORD,
that Eli marked her mouth.  Now Hannah, she spake in her heart; only her lips
moved, but her voice was not heard: therefore Eli thought she had been drunken.  And
Eli said unto her, How long wilt thou be drunken? put away thy wine from thee.  And
Hannah answered and said, No, my lord, I am a woman of a sorrowful spirit:  I have
drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but have poured out my soul before the LORD.
Count not thine handmaid for a daughter of Belial: for out of the abundance of my



complaint and grief have I spoken hitherto.  Then Eli answered and said, Go in peace:
and the God of Israel grant thee thy petition that thou hast asked of him.  And she
said, Let thine handmaid find grace in thy sight.  So the woman went her way, and did
eat, and her countenance was no more sad.

     Misleading ... 2 Corinthians 10:7-11 ... Do ye look on things after the outward appearance?   If
any man trust to himself that he is Christ's, let him of himself think this again, that, as
he is Christ's, even so are we Christ's.  For though I should boast somewhat more of
our authority, which the Lord hath given us for edification, and not for your
destruction, I should not be ashamed:  That I may not seem as if I would terrify you by
letters.  For his letters, say they, are weighty and powerful; but his bodily presence is
weak, and his speech contemptible.  Let such an one think this, that, such as we are in
word by letters when we are absent, such will we be also in deed when we are present.

     Misjudged ... John 7:24 ... Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment
(Jesus)

     Misinterpreted ... Matthew 11:16-19 ... But whereunto shall I liken this generation?  It is like unto
children sitting in the markets, and calling unto their fellows, And saying, We have
piped unto you, and ye have not danced; we have mourned unto you, and ye have not
lamented.  For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, He hath a devil.
The Son of man came eating and drinking, and they say, Behold a man gluttonous,
and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners.  But wisdom is justified of her
children.
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