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Verse 1 Verse 3
A mighty fortressis our God, abulwark never failing;  Andthough thisworld, with devilsfilled, should
Our helper He, amid theflood of mortal illsprevailing:  threaten to undo us,

For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe; We will not fear, for God hath willed Histruth to

His craft and power are great, and, armed with cruel  triumphthrough us:

hate, The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him;

On earth isnot his equal. His rage we can endure, for lo, hisdoomis sure,
Onelittleword shall fell him.

Verse 2

Didwein our strength confide, our strivingwouldbe ~ Verse 4

losing; That word above all earthly powers, no thanks to

Were not the right Man on our side, the Man of God’s  them, abideth,

own choosing: The Spirit and the gifts are ours through Him Who

Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is He; with ussideth:

Lord Sabaoth, His Name, from age to agethe same, ~ Let goods and kindred go, thismortal life also;

And He must win the battle. Thebody they may kill: God’ struth abideth till,
Hiskingdomisforever.

Vocabulary

In oneor two words define thefollowing termsfrom the poem.

Verse 1. fortress, bulwark, amid, mortal, prevailing, ancient, foe, craft

Verse2: confide, striving, Sabaoth

Verse3: threaten, triumph, Prince of Darkness, tremble, rage, endure, lo, doom
Verse4: abideth, kindred

Word Pictures Word picturesisanother way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurative language
helpsusform apicture of what the author istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword pictures mean and,
perhaps, draw your ideaof theimagery or figurative language the author uses!

Verse1l: mighty fortress, bulwark neverfailing, amid theflood, ancient foe
Verse2: must winthebattle

Verse 3: tremblenot

Verse4: earthly powers, goodsand kindred

Mechanics Verbally discuss

Who isthe speaker?

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’ s character?

| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isit to anyone?

Doesthe poem have asetting?

| sthe poem about aparticular event? Isthe event past or present? If itisabout apast event, doesthe
remembrance of theevent have aparticular meaning to the speaker?



Isthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly?
What point of view or perspectiveisthe speaker?
How did you respond to the poem when you read it thefirst time?

Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

Verse 1: Why do you think the author used theterms*fortress” and “bulwark”? Explain and discuss*“flood
of mortd illsprevailing.” Whois*“our ancient foe’? How doesthe author describethisfoe? Do you agree/
disagreewith theauthor? Why?

Verse2: Discuss” Didwein our strength confide, our striving would belosing.” Who doesthe author mean
by “Man of God'sown choosing”? Why istheword“Man” capitalized? Did you noticetheterm “dost”?
What doesit mean? Who isthe samefrom ageto age? According to the author, Who must win the battle?
Doyou agree/disagree? Why?

Verse3: According to the author, who threatensthe author and the reader? What doesthe author
recommend in thesecond line? Whoisthe* Prince of Darkness’? According to the author, what will
happento the* Prince of Darkness’? Do you agree/disagree? Why?

Verse4: What isabove* earthly powers’? Why arethewords* Spirit,” “Him,” and “Who” capitalized?
Explain and discuss*” L et goodsand kindred go.” What isforever?

After reading thispoem, what character traitsdid you think of ? What doesthe Bible haveto say about
these character traits?

What Does the Bible Say?
Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertions or statements made for each of thefour verses.

Discussthemessage of thispoem with respect to Psalm 46:1, “ God isour refuge and strength, avery
present helpintrouble.”

GiveBiblical and historical examplesof thosethat have had to face the message of thispoem. Doesthis
poem remind you of anyoneor any event? What caused you to think of that person and/or event?

The Author/Poet
Based on what you have studied about thispoem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christian or
ahumanist? How did you arriveat your decision?

Theauthor’'snamefor thispoem or lyricisMartin Luther (1483-1546). Hewasborn 10 November 1483,
in Eideben, Germany, and died 18 February 1546, in Eideben, Germany. Interestingly, hewasburiedin
Wittenberg, Germany. Martin Luther iscredited with beginning the Protestant Reformation 1517. This
1529 poemisreferred to asthe* Battle Hymn of the Reformation.” The poem wastrandated from German
to English by Frederic H. Hedgein 1853.
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Geography
L ocate Germany on aglobe, map and atlas.

Challenge Locate Eideben (Germany) and Wittenberg (Germany) onamap or in an atlas.

Compare/contrast weather from Germany with your own for oneweek.
MakeaGerman med for your family.

Activities

1) Makeyour ownbook! Without making animage of Christ, draw pictures repesenting each verse.
(Note: that will befour different illustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreadily availableat
home, makeatitle page with the name of the song and the author’ snamewhich will beyour book’scover.
You may want toillustrate your cover and includethis poemin your book.

2) Makeyour ownplay! Re-enact withyour siblingsor friendsthe event and message discussed inthis
poem. Keepitlively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorus of
thispoem or reading Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour creation.

3) RadioDrama! With ahandheld tape recorder, create your own radio show dramatizing the historical
event and the message of thispoem.

4) BeaReporter! Either withyour family camcorder or with ahandheld taperecorder, “interview” various
individuasthis poemreflects(e.g., Martin Luther, parents/grandparents, Dolley Madison, Joshua, Caleb,
William Tell, etc.). Inorder to havethefast paced style of areporter, watch and/or listen to the newswith
your parents’ permission. Keeptheinterviewslively, quick, and tothepoint.

Remain objective! Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of the
gtuation.

5) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat
areaof interest and relatethat to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat
physically expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that
helpsto clarify thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Writeastory based on any time period you
desirethat expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsinthekitchen? Makean
ancient meal fromthistime or devel op your own meal that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem
makes.

6) Poster. Createaposter illustrating thethe author’ sview of theimpact of A Mighty Fortressis Our
God.

7) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary tolearn what you can about Martin Luther and shareit with your
family. If possible, discover the story behind thispoem.
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