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Versel \erse 3

Anddost Thou say, “ Ask what thou wilt”? Givemeto read my pardon sealed,
Lord, | would seizethegolden hour; Andfrom Thy joy to draw my strength;
| pray to bereleased from guilt, TohaveThy boundlesslovereveded
And freed from sinand Satan’s power. Indl itsheight, and breadth, and length.
Verse2 \Verse4

Moreof Thy presence, Lord, impart, Grant these requests—I ask no more,
Moreof Thineimagelet mebear; Butto Thy caretherest resign;

Erect Thy thronewithinmy heart, Living or dying, rich or poor,
Andreignwithout ariva there. All shdl bewell if Thouart mine.
Vocabulary

In one or two words definethefollowing termsfrom the poem.

Versel: wilt, seize, released, guilt
\Verse2: impart, erect, reign, rival
Verse 3. pardon, boundless
Verse4: resign

Word Pictures Word picturesisanother way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurative language
helpsusform apicture of what the author istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword picturesmean and,
perhaps, draw your ideaof theimagery or figurative language the author uses!

Verse 1. seizegolden hour

Verse2: Erect Thy thronewithin my heart
Verse 3. height, and breadth, and length
Verse4: Grant theserequests

Mechanics Verbally discuss

Who isthe speaker?

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’ s character?

| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isit to anyone?

Doesthe poem have asetting?

Isthe poem about aparticular event? Isthe event past or present? If itisabout apast event, doesthe
remembrance of the event have aparticular meaning to the speaker?

Isthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly?

What point of view or perspectiveisthe speaker?

How did you respond to the poem when you read it thefirst time?



Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

Verse 1

What does*“ Ask what thou wilt” mean?

What doesthe author mean by “ seize the golden hour” ? How can you hold time?
What doesthe author want to be released from? Why do you think thisisimportant?
Explainand discuss: “freed fromsinand Satan’spower” ?

\Verse2

What istheauthor requesting inthefirst line? Explain.

What doestheauthor mean by “image’ in the second line?

How cana*“throne”’ bebuiltin someone'sheart? How isthispossible? Isit even desireable? Explain.
Explainand discuss. “reignwithout arivd there.”

Verse 3

Isthe author actually talking about a piece of paper when referringto a” pardon”? If not, what isthe author
referringto?

Where doesthe author draw strength? Have you ever thought about it in thosetermsbefore?

Explainand discuss. “Thy boundlesslovereveded, Inal itsheight, and breadth, and length.”

Verse4

What isthe author requestingin thefirst line? Why do you think the author isnot asking for anything else?
What doesthe author mean by “care’? What doesthe author do with “care’?

What do you think of whenyou read line3inthisverse, “Living or dying, rich or poor”?

What Does the Bible Say?

Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertions or statements madefor each of thefiveversesand the
refrain.

How doesthe Bibledefinelove? For Scripture verseshelp, check out thisinternet web page at
http:/Amww.l ovetol earnplace.com/Specia Days/Va entines/Bible. html

Compare/contrast this poemwith 1 Kings3:5, “1n Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in adream by
night: and God said, Ask what | shall givethee.”
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The Author/Poet
Based on what you have studied about this poem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christian or
ahumanist? How did you arriveat your decison?

Theauthor’snamefor thispoem or lyricis John Newton (1725-1807). Hewasborn 24 July 1725, in
London, England, and died 21 December 1807, in London, England. Hewasburied at St. Mary
Woolnoth Church, Lombard Street, London. When Mr. Newtonwas 7, hismother died. A few years
|ater, at theage of 11, John went to seawith hisfather. Hebegantolivehisliferecklessy andwas, for 15
months, amistrested davein South Africa. It would seem two experiencesheavily influenced Mr. Newton
inbecoming aChrigtian. Thefirst was reading Thomas aKempisand the second was hisexperience
steering aship onawild seawhereheamost lost hislifeat age 23. Afterwards, he spent six yearsmaturing
inthefaithwhilebeing the captain of adaveship. Later, Mr. Newton went to Liverpool studying Hebrew
and Greek and meeting with George Whitefield, Wed ey and formed lifealong friendshipwith William
Cowper. He became ordained and acurate at Olney, Buckinghamshire, in 1764. Hewould write under the
pseudonymOmicron. What ismost telling about thismanishis epitaph which reads:

JOHN NEWTON, Clerk
Onceaninfidd andlibertine
A servant of davesin Africa,
Was, by therich mercy of our Lord and Saviour
JESUSCHRIST,
restored, pardoned, and appointed to preach
the Gospel which he had long laboured to destroy.
Heministered,
Near sixteenyearsin Olney, in Bucks,
And twenty-eight yearsin thisChurch.

Epitaph Vocabulary: infidel, libertine, restored, pardoned, appointed

Geography
Locate London, England, South Africa, and Liverpool on aglobe, map and atlas.

Challenge Canyou find Olney, Buckinghamshire (England) onamap or in an atlas?

Compare/contrast theweather of England and South Africawith your own weather for oneweek.
Makeameal from England and/or South Africato serveyour family.

Activities
1) Beadetective! Gotothelibrary tolearn moreabout John Newton, ThomasaKempis, George
Whitefield, Wed ey and William Cowper. Why do you think individualslike ThomasaKempis, Whitefield,

Wed ey and William Cowper would have such ahugeimpact on Mr. Newton? If theseindividualswere
your next door neighbors, do you think they would have animpact onyou?

© 2002 Beverly Schmitt, al rightsreserved



2) Writeyour own book! Without making animageof Christ, draw picturesrepesenting each verse.
(Note: that will befour different illustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreadily availableat
home, makeatitle page with the name of the song and the author’s namewhich will beyour book’ scover.
You may want to illustrate your cover andincludethispoeminyour book.

3) Createyour own play! Re-enact withyour siblingsor friendsthe message discussed in thispoem.
Keepitlively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorusof thispoem
or reading Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour creation.

4) RadioDramal With ahandheld tape recorder, create your own radio show dramatizing the concerns
this poem reported.

5) BeaReporter! Either with your family camcorder or with ahandheld taperecorder, “interview” various
individualsconnected with thisMr. Newton'slife (e.g., parents, fellow sailors, ThomasaK empis, George
Whitefield, Wesley, William Cowper, membersof Mr. Newton'schurch, etc.). Inorder to havethefast
paced style of areporter, watch and/or listen to the newswith your parents permission. Keeptheinter-
viewslively, quick, and tothe point.

Remainobjectivel Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of the
gtuation.

6) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat
areaof interest and relatethat to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat
physically expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that
helpsto clarify thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Writeastory based on any time period you
desirethat expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsin thekitchen? Makean
ancient med from thistime or develop your own med that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem
makes.

7) Poster. Createaposter illustrating And Dost Thou Say.

9) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary andlearn what you can about John Newton and shareit with your
family. If possble, discover the story behind thispoem.
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