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\Versel Verse 3

Awake, my tongue, thy tribute bring Through each bright world above, behold
To Him Who gave Thee power to sing; Tenthousand thousand charmsunfold,
PraisesHimWhoisall praiseabove, Earth, air, and mighty seascombine
Thesourceof wisdom and of love. To speak Hiswisdomal divine.
Verse2 Verse4

How vast isHisknowledge, how profound! Butin redemption, O what grace!

A deep whereall our thoughtsare drowned,; Itswonders, O what thought can trace!
ThestarsHe numbers, and their names Here, wisdom shinesforever bright;
Hegivestoal thoseheavenly flames. PraiseHim, my soul, with sweet delight.
Vocabulary

In one or two words define thefollowing termsfrom the poem.

Verse1: tribute

Verse2: vast, profound
Verse 3: behold, charms, divine
Verse4: redemption

Word Pictures Word picturesisanother way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurative language
helpsusform apicture of what the author istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword pictures mean and,
perhaps, draw your ideaof theimagery or figurative language the author uses!

Verse1l: Awakemy tongue

Verse2: starsHenumbers, heavenly flames
Verse3: Tenthousand thousand charms
Verse4: wisdom shinesforever bright

Mechanics Verbally discuss

Who isthe speaker?

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’scharacter?

| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isit to anyone?

Doesthe poem have asetting?

| sthe poem about aparticular event? Isthe event past or present? If it isabout apast event, doesthe
remembrance of theevent have aparticular meaning to the spesker?

Isthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly?

What point of view or perspectiveisthe speaker?

How did you respond to the poem when you read it thefirst time?



Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

Verse 1

What istheauthor requestingin thefirst line?
Who gavetheauthor the ability to sing?
What isthe Sourcefor wisdom and love?

Verse 2

Explain: “How vastisHisknowledge, how profound!”
How can athought be drowned? What doesthis mean?
Who numbersthe starsand givesthem names?

\erse 3

What isbeing referredtointhefirst lineof thisverse?

Isthe author being literal with “ Ten thousand thousand charms’ ? Arethereredlly just that amount of
charms? Explain.

Why would the combination of the earth, air, and seas speak about wisdom? How can thisbe?

\Verse 4

Explainand discuss. “Butinredemption, O what grace!”
What istheauthor trying to expressin the second line?
How canwisdom shine?

According to theauthor, what gives* sweet delight” ?

What Does the Bible Say?

Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertions or statements madefor each of thefiveversesand the
refrain.

How doesthe Bible definelove? For Scripture verseshelp, check out thisinternet web page at
http:/Amww.l ovetol earnplace.com/Specia Days/Va entines/Bible. html

Compare/contrast this poem to Exodus4: 11, “ And the LORD said unto him, Who hath made man’s mouth?
or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? havenot | the LORD?’

The Author/Poet

Based on what you have studied about thispoem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christian or
ahumanist? How did you arriveat your decision?

Theauthor’ snamefor thispoem or lyricisJohn Needham (?-circa1786). Hisfather, John Neednam, was
aBaptist minister of Hitchin, Hertfordshire, England. John Needham, the author of thispoem wasaco-
pastor with John Beddomein 1750.
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Geography
L ocate Hertfordshire, England on aglobe, map and atlas.

Challenge Locate Hitchin (England) onamap or inan atlas.
Compare/contrast England’ sweather with your own for oneweek.
Makean Englishmed for your family.

Activities

1) Makeyour ownbook! Without making animage of Christ, draw picturesrepesenting each verse.
(Note: that will befour different illustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreadily available at
home, makeatitle page with the name of the song and the author’ sname which will beyour book’s cover.
You may want toillustrate your cover and includethis poeminyour book.

2) Makeyour ownplay! Re-enact with your siblingsor friendsthe event discussed inthispoem. Keepit
lively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorusof thispoem or
reading Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour creation.

3) Radio Drama! With ahandheld tape recorder, create your own radio show dramatizing the historical
event thispoem reported.

4) BeaReporter! Either withyour family camcorder or with ahandheld taperecorder, “interview” various
individuals connected with thispoem (e.g., angels, heads of nationseither current or past, the serpent, Mary,
sinners, repentant sinner, etc.). Inorder to havethefast paced style of areporter, watch and/or listento the
newswithyour parents permission. Keeptheinterviewslively, quick, and tothepoint.

Remain objectivel Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of the
gtuation.

5) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat
areaof interest and relate that to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat
physically expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that
helpsto clarify thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Writeastory based on any time period you
desirethat expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsinthekitchen? Makean
ancient meal fromthistime or devel op your own meal that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem
makes.

7) Poster. Create aposter illustrating the before and after impact of Hark ! the Herald AngelsSing.

8) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary tolearn what you can about John Needham and shareit with your
family. If possble, discover the story behind thispoem.
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