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Versel

Am | asoldier of thecross,

A follower of theLamb,

And shall | fear to own Hiscause,
Or blush to speak HisName?

\erse 2

Must | becarried to the skies
Onflowery bedsof ease,
Whileothersfought towintheprize,
And sailed through bloody seas?

Verse3

Arethereno foesfor meto face?
Must | not stemtheflood?
Isthisvileworld afriend to grace,
To helpmeonto God?

Vocabulary

\erse4

Surel must fight, if | would reign;
Increasemy courage, Lord.

I’ll bear thetoil, endurethepain,
Supported by Thy Word.

Verse5

Thy saintsinall thisgloriouswar
Shall conquer, thoughthey die;
They seethetriumph from afar,
By faiththey bringit nigh.

\Verse 6

Whenthatillustriousday shdl rise,
Anddl Thy armiesshine
Inrobesof victory through skies,
Theglory shdl beThine.

In one or two words definethefollowing termsfrom the poem.

Versel: blush

Verse2: flowery, ease
Verse3: foes, stem, vile
Verse4: reign, toil, endure

Verseh: saints, conquer, triumph, nigh
\Verse6: illustrious, Thine

Word Pictures Word picturesisanother way of sayingimagery. |magery or figurative language
helpsusform apicture of what the author istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword picturesmean and,
perhaps, draw your idea of theimagery or figurative language the author uses!

Verse1: soldier of the cross, blush to speak Hisname

Verse2: carried tothe skies, flowery beds of ease, win the prize, bloody seas
Verse 3: foestoface, stemtheflood

Verse4. increase my courage, Thy Word

Verse5: gloriouswar, shall conquer

Verse 6. armiesshine, robesof victory

Mechanics Verbally discuss

Who isthe speaker?

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’ s character?

| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isit to anyone?
Doesthe poem have asetting?



Isthe poem about aparticular event? Isthe event past or present? If it isabout apast event, doesthe
remembrance of the event have aparticular meaning to the speaker?

Isthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly?

What point of view or perspectiveisthe speaker?

How did you respond to the poem when you read it thefirst time?

Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

Verse 1: What isthe author questioning inthefirst verse? (Note: Another termfor thisissoul-searching).

Verse2: Explainand discuss*flowery bedsof ease.” Do we complain about our work whether or notis
thework of conquering math or other academic subjects, chores, etc.? Historicaly, talk about othersthat
“foughttowintheprize.” (e.g., Biblepersonages, Patrick Henry, George Mason, Alfred the Greet, etc.)
What werethose*bloody seas’?

Verse 3. What isthe author questioning inthisverse? Haveyou ever asked yourself thesetypes of
questions?

Verse4: What isthe author asking in the second line? How doesthe author say hewill put upwith*“toil”?

Verse5: Theterm“saints’ meansaChristian. Towhat “war” istheauthor referring? What isseen from far
off? What bringsit near?

Verse 6. What doesthe author mean by “illustriousday”? Did you noticetheterm “Thy”? What doesit
mean? What will shine? Did you noticetheterm* Thine”? What doesit mean?

After reading thispoem, what character traitsdid you think of ? What doesthe Bible haveto say about
these character traits?

What Does the Bible Say?
Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertions or statements made for each of the six verses.

Discussthemessage of thispoeminlight of 1 Corinthians16:13, “ Watch ye, stand fast inthefaith, quit you
likemen, bestrong.”

Caeb (Num 13:30), Joshua (Josh 1:1-11), Jonathan (1 Sam 14:1,6-14), and Daniel (Dan 6:1-28) al seem
to take courage serioudy. Courageisdoing what isright eventhough oneisafraid. Giveother Bible
examplesof courage. Sitehistorical examples, past and present, of those demonstrating courage.

Relate the message of this poem to education with respect to 2 Corinthians 10:5, “ Casting down
imaginations, and every highthing that exateth itsalf against theknowledge of God, and bringinginto
captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.” Do thesamefor other areasof human activity (e.g.,
civics, finances, thearts, dance, sports, etc.). Areall theseareasequally important to asoldier of the cross?
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The Author/Poet

Based on what you have studied about this poem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christian or
ahumanist? How did you arriveat your decison?

Thename of the author for thispoem or lyricis|saac Watts (1674-1748). Hewasborn 17 July 1674, in
Southampton, England, and died 25 November 1748, in Stoke Newington, England. Heisburied at
Bunhill Fields Cemetery, London, England. Watt'shad an interesting father who wasimprisoned two times
for hisreligiousviews. Mr. Watts studied Greek and L atin but declined an offer for astandard university
education preferring to attend the Nonconformist Academy at Stoke Newingtonin 1690. When Mr. Watts
was 20-22 he stayed at home and wrote the mgjority of the hymnsfor Hymnsand Spiritual Songsthat
were published in 1707-1709. For six yearshewasthetutor Mr. John Hartopp’sson. Mr. Wattswas
ordainedin 1702.

"Give 'em Watts, boys, give 'em Watts!"

Interestingly, | saac Wattsisintimately connected with the American War of Independence. Inan attack
upon Springfield when the patriots wadding gave out, Rev. James Caldwell (of Huguenot descent) raninto
aPresbyterian church returning with hisarmsand pockets crammed full withWatts Psalmsand Hymns
saying, "Now, boys, givethem Watts!" The British offered large rewardsfor the capture of Rev. Cadwell,
but to no avail. Therefore, the British burned hischurch, shot hiswifewhile shewasinthemidst of their nine
children, dragged her body into the street, and burned hishomeand out buildings.

Geography
L ocate Southampton, England, and Lond on aglobe, map and atlas.

Challenge L ocate Stoke Newington (England) onamap or in an atlas.

Compare/contrast England’ sweather with your own for oneweek.
Makean English med for your family.

Activities

1) Makeyour ownbook! Without making animage of Christ, draw picturesrepesenting each verse.
(Note: that will besix different illustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreadily availableat
home, makeatitle page with the name of the song and the author’ sname which will beyour book’s cover.
Youmay want toillustrate your cover and includethis poeminyour book.

2) Makeyour own play! Re-enact with your siblingsor friendsthe message discussed in thispoem. Keep
itlively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorusof thispoem or
reading Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour creation.

3) RadioDramal With ahandheld taperecorder, create your own radio show dramatizing the message of
thispoem.
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4) BeaReporter! Either withyour family camcorder or with ahandhel d taperecorder, “interview” various
individualsthispoem couldillustrate (e.g., family members, Oliver Cromwell, GeorgeMason, €tc.). In
order to havethefast paced style of areporter, watch and/or listento the newswith your parents’ permis-
sion. Keeptheinterviewslivey, quick, and tothepoint.

Remain objective! Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of thesitua
tion.

5) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat
areaof interest and relatethat to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat
physically expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that
helpsto clarify thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Writeastory based on any time period you
desirethat expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsin thekitchen? Makean
ancient med from thistime or develop your ownmedl that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem
makes.

6) Poster. Createaposter illustrating thethe author’sview of theimpact of Am| a Soldier of the Cross?

7) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary tolearn what you can about | saac Wattsand shareit with your
family. If possible, discover the story behind thispoem.
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