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Versel

Sowinginthemorning, sowing seedsof kindness, Refrain
Sowing inthe noontide and the dewy eve,

Waiting for the harvest, and thetime of reaping, Verse 3

Weshall comerejoicing, bringingin the sheaves. Going forthwith weeping, sowing for theMaster,
Though thelosssustained our spirit oftengrieves,

Refrain When our weeping'sover, Hewill bid uswelcome,

Bringinginthesheaves, bringinginthesheaves, Weshall comereoicing, bringinginthe sheaves.

Weshall comeregjoicing, bringinginthesheaves, _

Bringinginthesheaves, bringing inthesheaves, Refrain

Weshall comeregjoicing, bringinginthesheaves,

\Verse 2

Sowinginthesunshine, sowing intheshadows,
Fearing neither clouds nor winter’schilling breeze;
By and by the harvest, and thelabor ended,
Weshall comeregjoicing, bringinginthesheaves.

Vocabulary
Inoneor two wordsdefinethefollowing termsfrom the poem.

Versel: sowing, dewy, reaping, sheaves
Refrain: Refrain, rgoicing

Verse2: |abor

Verse 3: sustained, grieves

Word Pictures Word picturesis another way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurative language helps
usformapicture of what theauthor istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword picturesmean and, perhaps,
without drawing apictureof Chrigt, illustrate your ideaof theimagery or figurativelanguage the author uses!

Versel: Sowinginthemorning, seedsof kindness, sowing inthe noontide, dewy eve, timeof reaping
Refrain: bringinginthe sheaves, weshall comergoicing

Verse 2. burdensoppress, path ... clear

Verse3: bid uswelcome

Mechanics Verbally discuss
Who isthe speaker? (Does the speaker have a specific personality or has the author remained in the
background so the message of the poemwill bemore clear?)

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’scharacter? (Sometimes, poemsreveal nothing about the
speaker’spersona thoughts, feglings, or attitudes. Yet, the poem may demonstrate those character traitsthat
areimportant to theauthor like courage, loyalty, perserverance, etc.)



| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isit to anyone? (Sometimespoemsare not directed
to anyonein particular, but to anyonethat may readit.)

Doesthe poem havea setting? (Doesthe author tell where the poem occurs? |sthe poem about aspecific
event?)

| sthe poem about a particular event? (Isthe event past or present? If it isabout a past event, doesthe
remembrance of the event have aparticular meaning to the speaker?)

| sthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly? (Some poemsare straightforward and are meant
tobetakenliteraly. Insongs, thethememay bepresentedintherefrainorinthelast few lines. Sometimesthe
themeisalittlebit moredifficult to discern asitismadewith figurativelanguage or symbols.)

How did you respond to the poem when you read it thefirst time?

What point of view or perspective isthe speaker? (What meaning do you think the poem has for the
author?)

How did you respond to the poem when you read it the first time? (Did your thoughts and feelings
changeafter you took timeto study it?)

Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

Verse 1: What doesthe authormean by sowing? Why? What does sowing remind you of ? What doesthe
author mean by the harvest and thetime of reaping?

Refrain: What are sheaves? What do the sheavesrepresent? Why should weregoice?

Verse 2: Why should we sow in the sunshine and in the shadows? What should not befeared? What will
happen after the harvest and thelabor isended?

Verse 3: Whoisthe sowing donefor? Who will bid uswelcome? When?

After reading thispoem, what character traitsdid you think of ? What doesthe Bible have to say about these
character traits?

What Does the Bible Say?
Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertionsor statementsmadefor each of thethreeversesand therefrain.

Discussthe message of thispoem with respect to the aternative education movement (i.e., homeschooling
and private schooling). How doesthishelpingto* bring inthe sheaves’?

What doesthe Bible haveto say aboutduty? Give Biblical examplesof thosedemonstrating duty. Give
historical examples, past and present, of thoserolemodelling loyalty to duty.

What isthe opposite of duty? GiveBiblica examplesand historical examplesof same.
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The Author/Poet
Based on what you have studied about this poem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christian or a
humanist? How did you arriveat your decision?

Thispoem or lyric waswritten by Knowles Shaw (1834-1878). Shaw wasborn 13 October 1834 inButler
County, Ohio, anddied 7 June 1878, inatrainwreck inMcKinney, Texas. Heisburriedin Rushville, Indiana

Geography

Locate Ohio, Texas, and Indiana on aglobe, map and atlas.
Challenge Locate Butler County (OH), McKinney (TX) and Rushville (IN) onamap or inan étlas.

Compare/contrast the weather of Ohio, Texas, and Indianawith your own for oneweek.
Makeameal fromeither Ohio, Texas, and Indianafor your family.

Activities

1) Makeyour own book! Without making animage of Christ, draw picturesrepesenting each verse. (Note:
that will befour different illustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreadily available at home,
make atitle page with the name of the song and the author’snamewhichwill beyour book’scover. You may
want to illustrate your cover and includethispoeminyour book.

2) Makeyour ownplay! Re-enact with your siblingsor friendsthe message discussed in thispoem. Keepit
lively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorusof thispoem or reading
Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour creation.

3) Radio Dramal With ahandheld taperecorder, createyour own radio show dramatizing the message of this
poem.

4) BeaReporter! Either withyour family camcorder or with ahandheld taperecorder, “interview” various
individual sthet reflect the message of thispoem (e.g., Founding Fathers, Charlemagne, Christopher Columbus,
etc.). Inorder to havethefast paced style of areporter, watch and/or listen to the newswith your parents
permission. Keeptheinterviewslively, quick, andtothepoint.

Remain objective! Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of the Situation.

5) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat area
of interest and relate that to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat physicaly
expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that hel psto clarify
thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Write astory based on any time period you desirethat expresses
the sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsinthekitchen? Makean ancient med fromthistime
or develop your own meal that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem makes.

6) Poster. Createaposter illustrating the the author’sview of theimpact of Bringing in the Sheaves.

7) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary tolearn what you can about Knowles Shaw and shareit with your
family. If possible, discover the story behind thispoem.
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