DARE TO BE A DANIEL Worksheet

Verse!

Standing by apurposetrue,
Heeding God'scommand,
Honor them, thefaithful few!
All hail to Daniel’sband!

Refrain
DaretobeaDanid,

Dareto stand alone!

Dareto haveapurposefirm!
Dareto makeit known.

Verse 2

Many mighty menarelost
Daring not to stand,

Who for God had been ahost
By joining Danidl’sband.

Refrain
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Verse 3

Many giants, great andtall,
Stakingthrough theland,
Headlong tothe earthwouldfall,
If met by Danidl’sband.

Refrain

Verse4

Hold the Gospel banner high!
Ontovict'ry grand!

Satan and hishostsdefy,
And shout for Daniel’sband.

Refrain

Vocabulary Inoneor two words define the following termsfrom the poem.

Versel: dare, purpose, Heeding, honor, hail

Verse2: host
Verse3: Stalking, Headlong

Verse4: Gospel, banner, defy

Word Pictures Word picturesisanother way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurative language

helpsusform apicture of what the author istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword pictures mean and,
perhaps, draw your ideaof theimagery or figurative language the author uses!

Versel: Standing by apurposetrue, Heeding God’s command

Refrain: DaretobeaDaniel
Verse2: mighty menarelost

Verse3: Stalkingthroughtheland, Headlong ... fall

Verse4: Holdthe Gospel banner high, Satan and hishosts defy

Mechanics Verbally discuss

Whoisthe speaker?

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’ s character?
| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isit to anyone?



Doesthe poem have asetting?

| sthe poem about aparticular event? Isthe event past or present? If it isabout apast event, doesthe
remembrance of theevent have aparticular meaning to the spesker?

| sthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly?

What point of view or perspectiveisthe speaker?

How did you respond to the poem when you read it thefirst time?

Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

Versel

What doesthe author mean by stating “ Standing by apurposetrue’?

It amost seemsasif theauthor viewsan army taking commands. Do you agree/disagree? Why?
Why should we*Honor them, thefaithful few”? Defend your answer.

Explainand discuss. “All hail to Daniel’sband!”

Refrain

What doestheterm “refrain” mean and what isthe reader supposed to dowithiit?

What doesthe author mean by “dare’?

Who wasDaniel and why should weimitatehim?

Doyou agreewith theauthor that it isimportant to have a“ purposefirm.” Defend your answer.
Why should on€’ s purpose be made known?

Verse2

Theauthor assertsthat “mighty menarelost.” Canyou give any historical examplessupporting theauthor’s
dam?

What did these" mighty men” fail todo? (seelinetwointhisverse)

What, exactly, isahost and why do you think the author holdsthisto beimportant?

\erse 3

Why do you think the author used theterm * giants’ ? What do you think of when you hear thisword?
Explainand discuss. “ Stalking throughtheland.” (Doesthisremind you of any nursery rhymeslike Jack
and the Beanstalk?)

What do you think of whenyou hear theterm“ stalking.” Do you think thiswasagood/bad use of the
word? Why?

What happensto these giantsinthethird line of thisverse? (Doesthisremind you of any nursery rhymes
like Jack and Jill?)

Who exactly do you think Daniel’sband is?

\Verse4

Explain: “Hold the Gospel banner high”? Isthisaphysical thing? (See2 Cor. 10:5)

Theauthor holdsit to beimportant to defy Satan and hishosts (or workers). Why? Do you agreeor
disagree? Why?

Why should we shout?
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What Does the Bible Say?
Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertions or statements madefor each of thefiveversesand the
refrain.

Read about Daniel. Canyou think of othersthat stood their ground?

Compare/contrast thispoeminrelationto Danid 1:8, “But Danid purposed in hisheart that hewould not
defile himsaf with the portion of theking’'smeat, nor with thewinewhich hedrank: therefore herequested
of the prince of the eunuchsthat hemight not defile himself.”

The Author/Poet
Based on what you have studied about thispoem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christian or
ahumanist? How did you arriveat your decision?

Theauthor’ snamefor thispoem or lyricisPhilip Paul Bliss(1838-1876). Hewasbornon 9July 1838, in
Clearfield County, Pennsylvania, and died on 29 December 1876, Ashtabula, Ohio. Tragically, Mr. Bliss
and hiswifediedinahorribletrain accident that was caused by acollapsed bridge. He had survived the
initial impact but went back into theflamesto rescuehiswife. Mr. Blisswrotethissong for his Sunday
school classat the First Congregational Churchin Chicago, lllinois. Interestingly enough, it isreported that
the Sultan of Turkey would not allow thissong to be sung.

Geography
L ocate Pennsylvania, Ohio, Chicago, lllinois, and Turkey onaglobe, map and atlas.

Challenge Locate Clearfield County, Pennsylvaniaonamap or inan atlas,
Compare/contrast the weather with these areas and your own for oneweek.
Makeameal fromoneor al of theseplacesfor your family.

Activities

1) Read about Daniel inthe Bible. Who elsewould you identify asbeing part of Daniel’sBand either inthe
Bible, inhistory or presently?

2) Makeyour ownbook! Without making animageof Christ, draw picturesrepesenting each verseand
therefrain. (Note: that will besix different illustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreadily
availableat home, makeatitle page with the name of the song and the author’snamewhich will beyour
book’scover. You may want toillustrate your cover and includethispoem for your book.

3) Makeyour own play! Re-enact with your siblingsor friendsthe event discussed in thispoem. Keepit

lively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorusof thispoem or
reading Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour creation.
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4) RadioDramal Withahandheld taperecorder, create your own radio show dramatizing the historical
event thispoem reported.

5) BeaReporter! Either withyour family camcorder or with ahandheld taperecorder, “interview” various
individual sthat you hold asbeing apart of Daniel’sBand (e.g., Gideon, Sir FrancisDrake, the Pilgrims,

WWII veterans, crusaders, explorers, theologians, etc.). Inorder to havethefast paced style of areporter,
watch and/or listen to the newswith your parents’ permission. Keeptheinterviewslively, quick, andtothe

point.

Remain objectivel Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of the
gtuation.

6) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat
areaof interest and relate that to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat
physically expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that
helpsto clarify thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Writeastory based on any time period you
desirethat expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsin thekitchen? Makean
ancient meal fromthistime or devel op your own meal that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem
makes.

7) DesignaRecruitment Poster: “Danid wantsYOU !!” You may even want to design pamphl etsthat
explainsto the potential recruit asto WHY they should be apart of Daniel’sBand. Perhapsyou may want
to incorporate some of thethemesthat the military uses (“Bean army of one,” etc.) and comeupwitha
jinglefor your recruitment center.

8) Movies. Watchthefilm Cromwell (with Richard Harris). Oliver Cromwell, with only 4% of the
population, accomplished agreat ded inhislife.

9) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary and learn what you can about Philip Paul Bliss and shareit with your
family. If possble, discover the story behind thispoem.
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