FIGHT THE GOOD FIGHT WITH ALL THY MIGHT Worksheet
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Verse 1 Verse3

Fight thegood fight withall thy might; Cast careaside, upon thy Guide,
Christ iSthy Strength, and Christ thy nght, Lean, and HISITIGI’C)/ will provide;
Lay holdonlife, andit shall be Lean, and thetrusting soul shall prove
Thy joy and crowneternally. ChrigtisitsLife, and ChristitsLove.
Verse2 \Verse 4

Run the straight race through God’ sgood grace, Faint not nor fear, Hisarmsare near,
Lift up thineeyes, and seek Hisface; He changeth not, and thou art dear.
Lifewithitsway beforeuslies, Only believe, and thou shalt see
ChrististhePath, and Christ the Prize. That Chrigtisall inal tothee.

Vocabulary I1noneor two words define the following terms from the poem.

Versel: eternaly
Verse2: thine
Verse 3. Cast
Verse4: art, dear

Word Pictures Word picturesisanother way of sayingimagery. |magery or figurative language

helpsusform apicture of what the author istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword picturesmean and,
perhaps, draw your ideaof theimagery or figurative language the author uses!

Versel: Fightthegoodfight, lay hold onlife

Verse2: Runthestraight race, Lift up thineeyes, seek Hisface, Christisthe Path
\Verse 3: cast careaside

Verse4: faint not

Mechanics Verbally discuss

Who isthe speaker?

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’ s character?

| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isit to anyone?

Doesthe poem have asetting?

| sthe poem about aparticular event? Isthe event past or present? If it isabout apast event, doesthe
remembrance of theevent have aparticular meaning to the speaker?

Isthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly?

What point of view or perspectiveisthe speaker?

How did you respond to the poem when you read it thefirst time?



Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

Versel

Theold-fashioned term muscular Christianity comesto mind withthefirst lineof thisverse, “ Fight the
good fight withall thy might.” Why doyouthink thisisso?

What isthe source of the strength and right according to the author? Why?

Explainthephrase, “Lay hold onlife.”

According to the author, what will attend thereader if they follow hisrecommendations?

\Verse2

Whenyou think of arace, what isthefirst thought that comesto mind? Why do you think the author used
that word picture?

To"cast down” one'seyesin literature frequently meansto bevery sad, disheartened and ashamed. What
doyouthink “lift up thineeyes’ means? Why do you think the author usesthis phrase?

According to theauthor, who or what isthe” Path” and the* Prize”?

Verse 3
What doesthe author tell thereader to dointhefirst lineof thisverse? Why?
Accordingto theauthor, who or what is“Life’” and“Love’? Do you agree/disagree? Why?

\Verse4

What should thereader not do in thefirst line according to the author? Why?
Who or what “changeth not”? Do you agree/disagree? Why?

What doesthe author admonish thereader todointhethird lineof thisverse?

What Does the Bible Say?

Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertions or statements madefor each of thefiveversesand the
refrain.

Theauthor mentions“love.” How doestheBibledefinelove? For Scriptureverseshelp, check out this
internet web pageat http://mww.lovetol earnpl ace.com/Special Days/Va entines/Bible.html

Discussthispoeminredationto 1 Timothy 6:12, “ Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternd life,
whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed agood profession before many witnesses.”

The Author/Poet
Based on what you have studied about this poem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christian or
ahumanist? How did you arrive at your decision?

Theauthor’snamefor thispoem or lyricisJohn Samuel Bewley Monsell (1811-1875). Hewasborn 2
March 1811, at St Columb’s, Londonderry, Ireland, and died on9 April 1875,in Guilford, Surrey,
England. Thispoem first appeared Hymns of Love and Praisefor the Church’s Year, 1863. Mr.
Monsdll’sfather was archdeacon of Londonderry, Ireland. Hearing the call tothe ministry, he attended
Trinity Collegein Dublin and wasordainedin 1834. Fromthe 11 volumesof poetry Monsdll published
amost 300 werehymns. Samuel Monsdll fell from theroof of the church asit wasbeing rebuilt.
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Geography
Locate Ireland and England on aglobe, map and atlas.

Challenge Locate Londonderry, Ireland, and Guilford, Surrey, England onamap or inan atlas.
Compare/contrast the weather with these areasand your own for oneweek.

Makeamea from England or Ireland to serveyour family.

Activities

1) Read about Samson, David, Gideon, Paul and other historica figuresin the Biblethat fought thegood
fight.

2) Makeyour own book! Without making animage of Christ, draw picturesrepesenting each verse.
(Note: that will befour differentillustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreadily availableat
home, make atitle page with the name of the song and the author’ snamewhich will beyour book’scover.
You may want toillustrate your cover and includethe poem for your book.

3) Makeyour ownplay! Re-enact withyour siblingsor friendsthe message discussed inthispoem. You
may want to do thisfrom an historical perspective(e.g., interviewing Alfred the Great, Charlemagne, Oliver
Cromwsll, Gideon, Patrick Henry, Sir Francis Drake, the Pilgrims, the Western Settlers, WWI / WWII
soldiers, etc.) Keepitlively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing
chorusof thispoem or reading Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour creation.

4) RadioDramal Withahandheld taperecorder, create your own radio show dramatizing the historical
event thispoem reported.

5) BeaDetective! Either withyour family camcorder or with ahandheld taperecorder, “interview” various
individualsthat havefought thegoodfight (e.g., relatives, friends, Robert E. L ee, John Whiterspoon,
explorers, theologians, etc.). Inorder to havethefast paced style of areporter, watch and/or listento the
newswithyour parents permission. Keeptheinterviewslively, quick, andto the point.

Remainobjective! Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of the
gtuation.

6) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat
areaof interest and relate that to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat
physically expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that
helpsto clarify thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Writeastory based on any time period you
desirethat expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsin thekitchen? Makean
ancient med from thistime or develop your own medl that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem
makes.
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7) DesignaPoster! Either draw picturesor paste picturesfrom magazines on to aposter that illustrates
fightingthegood fight with al thy might.

8) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary and learn what you can about John Samuel Bewley Monsall and
shareitwithyour family. If possible, discover the story behind thispoem.
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