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Refrain Verse2

Go, tell it onthemountain, The shepherdsfeared and trembled,

Over thehillsand everywhere Whenlo! abovetheearth,

Go, tell it onthemountain, Rang out theangelschorus

That Jesus Christisborn. That hailed the Savior'shirth.

Versel Refrain

Whileshepherdskept their watching

Over silent flockshby night Verse3

Behold throughout the heavens Downinalowly manger

Thereshoneaholy light. ThehumbleChrist wasborn
And God sent ussalvation

Refrain That blessed Christmasmorn.
Refrain

Vocabulary I1noneor two words define the following terms from the poem.

Versel: flocks, shone
Verse2: lo, hailed
\erse3: lowly, manger, humble, salvation

Word Pictures Word picturesisanother way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurative language
helpsusform apicture of what the author istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword picturesmean and,
perhaps, draw your ideaof theimagery or figurative language the author uses!

Refrain: tell it onthemountain

Versel: silentflocks

Verse 2: shepherdsfeared and trembled
Verse3: lowly manger

Mechanics Verbally discuss

Who isthe speaker?

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’ s character?

| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isit to anyone?

Doesthe poem have asetting?

Isthe poem about aparticular event? Isthe event past or present? If it isabout apast event, doesthe
remembrance of the event have aparticular meaning to the speaker?

Isthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly?

What point of view or perspectiveisthe speaker?

How did you respond to the poem when you read it thefirst time?



Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

Refrain
What should betold?
Whereshouldit betold?

Versel

What werethe shepherdsdoing?
What timeof day wasit?

What wasin the sky?

Verse2

How did the shepherdsreact to thislight?
What happened “ abovethe earth”?

Who made up thischorus?

What werethey singing about?

Verse 3

Whereisthe setting for thisverse?
What happened?

What was sent and who sent it?
Explainand discussthelastline.

What Does the Bible Say?
Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertions or statements madefor each of thefiveversesandthe
refrain.

Relatethispoemto Luke2:8,9, “ And therewerein the same country shepherdsabiding inthefield, keeping
watch over their flock by night. And, lo, theangel of the LORD came upon them, and theglory of theL ord
shoneround about them: and they were soreafraid.”

The Author/Poet
Based on what you have studied about this poem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christian or
ahumanist? How did you arrive at your decision?

Theauthor’snamefor thispoemor lyricisunknown asitisanold spiritual. John Wesley Work, Jr. (1872-
1925) wasinstrumental in collecting, performing and preserving African Americanfolk music. Hewasborn
6 August 1872, in Nashville, Tennessee, and died 7 September 1925, Nashville, Tennesse. 1n 1895 and
1898, he graduated from Fisk University (A.B. 1895, M.A. 1898). Hetaught Latin and Greek at Fisk and
wasthe chairman of the L atin and History Departmentsin 1906. From 1923 until hisdeath, Mr. Work was
president of Roger WilliamsUniversity in Nashville, Tennessee.
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Geography

Locate Africaand Nashville, Tennessee on aglobe, map and atlas.
Compare/contrast thewegther of Africaand Nashville, Tennessewith your own for oneweek.

Makeamea from Africaand/or Tennessefor your family.

Activities
1) Read Lukechapters1and 2.

2) Makeyour own book! Without making animage of Christ, draw pictures repesenting each verseand
therefrain. (Note: that will befour different illustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreadily
availableat home, make atitle page with the name of the song and the author’snamewhich will beyour
book’scover. You may want toillustrate your cover and include this poeminyour book.

3) Makeyour own play! Re-enact with your siblingsor friendsthe event discussed in thispoem. Keepit
lively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorusof thispoemor
reading Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour crestion.

4) RadioDramal With ahandheld taperecorder, create your own radio show dramatizing the historical
event thispoem reported.

5) BeaReporter! Either with your family camcorder or with ahandheld taperecorder, “interview” various
individuals connected with thispoem (e.g., the shepherd, theangels, etc.). Inorder to havethefast paced
styleof areporter, watch and/or listen to the newswith your parents’ permission. Keep theinterviews
lively, quick, and to the point.

Remain objectivel Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of the
gtuation.

6) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat
areaof interest and relatethat to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat
physically expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that
helpsto clarify thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Writeastory based on any time period you
desirethat expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsin thekitchen? Makean
ancient meal fromthistime or devel op your own meal that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem
makes.

7) Poster. Create aposter illustrating the before and after impact of Go Tell it on the Mountain.

8) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary tolearn what you can about John Wesley Work, Jr. and shareit with
your family. If possible, discover the story behind thispoem.

9) Movies. WatchthefilmKing of Kings. (Note: Scripture correctionwill berequired).
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