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Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death
(March 23, 1775)
By Patrick Henry

Nomanthinksmorehighly than| do of the patriotism, aswell asahilities, of thevery worthy gentlemen
who have just addressed the house. But different men often see the same subject in different lights; and,
therefore, | hopeit will not be thought disrespectful to those gentlemenif, entertaining as| do opinionsof a
character very oppositetotheirs, | shall speak forth my sentimentsfreely and without reser ve. Thisisnotime
for ceremony. The question before the houseis one of awful moment to this country. For my own part, |
consider it asnothing lessthan aquestion of freedom or dlavery; and in proportion to the magnitude of the
subject ought to bethefreedom of thedebate. Itisonly inthisway that we can hopeto arrive at thetruth, and
fulfill thegreat responsbility which we hold to God and our country. Should | keep back my opinionsat such
atime, through fear of giving offense, | should consider myself asquilty of treason towardsmy country, and of
an act of didoyaty toward the Mgesty of Heaven, which | revereaboveadl earthly kings.

Mr. President, it isnatural to mantoindulgeintheillusionsof hope. We are apt to shut our eyes
againg apainful truth, and listen to the song of that Srentill shetransformsusinto beasts. Isthisthe part of wise
men, engaged in agreat and ar duous strugglefor liberty? Arewe disposed to be of the numbers of those
who, having eyes, see not, and, having ears, hear not, the things which so nearly concerntheir temporal
salvation?For my part, whatever anguish of spirit it may cost, | amwilling to know thewholetruth, to know
theworst, andto providefor it.

| have but onelamp by which my feet areguided, and that isthelamp of experience. | know of no way
of judging of thefuture but by the past. And judging by the past, | wish to know what there hasbeeninthe
conduct of the British ministry for thelast ten yearsto justify those hopeswith which gentlemen have been
pleased to solacethemselvesand the House. Isit that insidious smilewith which our petition hasbeen lately
received?

Trustit not, Sir; itwill proveasnareto your feet. Suffer not yourselvesto be betrayed with akiss. Ask
yoursalveshow thisgraci ousreception of our petition compor tswith those warlike preparationswhich cover
our watersand darken our land. Arefleetsand armies necessary to awork of loveandreconciliation? Have
we shown oursalves so unwilling to bereconciled that force must be called in to win back our love? L et usnot
deceiveoursalves, sir. These aretheimplements of war and subjugation; thelast argumentsto which kings
resort. | ask gentlemen, sir, what meansthismartial array, if itspurpose be not to force usto submission?
Can gentlemen assign any other possiblemotivefor it? Has Great Britain any enemy, inthisquarter of the
world, tocall for al thisaccumulation of naviesand armies?No, Sir, shehasnone. They aremeant for us: they
can be meant for no other. They are sent over to bind and rivet upon usthose chainswhich the British ministry
have been solong forging. And what have weto opposeto them? Shall wetry argument? Sir, we have been
trying that for thelast ten years. Have we anything new to offer upon the subject? Nothing. We have held the
subject upinevery light of whichitiscapable; but it hasbeen all invain. Shall weresort to entreaty and
humblesupplication?What terms shdl wefind which have not been aready exhausted? L et usnot, | beseech
you, sir, deceive oursalves. Sir, we have done everything that could be doneto aver t the stormwhichisnow
coming on. We have petitioned; we have remonstrated; we have supplicated; we have prostrated ourselves
beforethethrone, and haveimplor ed itsinterpositionto arrest thetyrannica handsof theministry and Parliament.
Our petitions have been slighted; our remonstrances have produced additional violence and insult; our



supplications have been disregarded; and we have been spurned, with contempt, from thefoot of thethrone!
Invain, after these things, may weindulge thefond hope of peace and reconciliation.

Thereisnolonger any room for hope. If wewishto befree--if wemean to preserveinviolatethose
inestimabl e privilegesfor which we have been so long contending--if we mean not basely to abandon the
noble strugglein which we have been solong engaged, and whichwe have pledged oursel ves never to abandon
until thegloriousobject of our contest shall be obtained--wemust fight! | repeat it, Sir, wemust fight! An appedl
toarmsand to the God of hostsisall that isleft us! They tell us, Sir, that we areweak; unableto copewith so
formidablean adversary. But when shall webe stronger?Will it bethe next week, or the next year?Will it be
when wearetotally disarmed, and when aBritish guard shall be stationed in every house? Shall we gather
strength by ir resolution and inaction? Shall weacquirethe meansof effectual resistanceby lyingsupindy on
our backsand hugging thedelusive phantom of hope, until our enemiesshall have bound ushand and foot?
Sir, we are not weak if we make a proper use of those means which the God of nature hath placed in our
power. Themillions of people, armed inthe holy cause of liberty, and in such acountry asthat which we
possess, areinvincibleby any forcewhich our enemy can send against us. Besides, sir, we shall not fight our
battlesalone. Thereisajust God who presidesover thedestiniesof nations, and whowill raiseup friendsto
fight our battlesfor us. The battle, sir, isnot to the strong alone; it isto thevigilant, the active, the brave.
Besides, sir, we have no election. If we were base enough to desireit, itisnow too lateto retire from the
contest. Thereisno retreat but in submission and davery! Our chainsareforged! Their clanking may be heard
ontheplainsof Boston! Thewar isinevitable--and letit come! | repeat it, Sir, let it come.

Itisinvain, Sir, toextentuate the matter. Gentlemen may cry, Peace, Peace--but thereisno peace.
Thewar isactudly begun! Thenext gdethat siweepsfrom thenorthwill bringto our earstheclash of resounding
arms! Our brethren areaready inthefield! Why stand we hereidle? What isit that gentlemen wish? What
would they have?Islife so dear, or peace so sweet, asto be purchased at the price of chainsand slavery?
Forbidit, AlImighty God! | know not what course othersmay take; but asfor me, givemeliberty or giveme
desth!

Vocabulary

reserve, treason, indulge, illusions, arduous, disposed, temporal, anguish, solace, insidious, petition, snare,
comports, reconciliation, deceive, subjugation, martial array, submission, assign, motive, accumulation, rivet,
entregty, supplication, avert, progtrated, interpostion, inviolate, basdly, formidable, irresolution, supingly, delusive,
phantom, invincible, vigilant, inevitable, extentuate, resounding

Phrasing

Mr. Patrick Henry hasamarvellous command of the American language. Discussthefollowing phrases. Do
they remind you of anything else? Do they remind you of any Scriptureverses?

1) "awful moment" ... What ismeant by thisphrase? Hasthe USA ever faced other "awful moments'? Do
individud sever face"awful moments'?

2) "Majesty of Heaven" ... What ismeant by thisphrase?Haveyou ever heard thisphrase before?1f not, why
doyouthink you have not heard such phrasing?

3) "having eyes, see not, and, having ears, hear not" ... What is meant by this phrase? Have you heard it
elsewhere?1f so, where? (Site your source).
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4) "onelamp by whichmy feet areguided"” ... What ismeant by this phrase? Have you heard something smilar
toit?If so, where? (Siteyour source)

5) "asnaretoyour feet" ... What ismeant by thisphrase? Haveyou heard it before?If so, where? (Siteyour
source)

6) "Suffer not yourselvesto be betrayed with akiss' ... What ismeant by thisphrase? Doesit remind you of
someonee se?If so, whom? (Siteyour source.)

7) "holy causeof liberty” ... What ismeant by thisphrase? Do you think it isan appropriate phrase? What does
trueliberty mean? Doesthisremind you of any Scriptureverses?

8) "Thereisajust God who presidesover the destiniesof nations” ... What doesthismean? Canyou provide
Scriptura support for thisclam?

9) "Thebattle, dr, isnot to the strong alone” ... What ismeant by this? Do you agree? Doesthisremind you of
any famousheroes? (Siteyour source)

10) "Peace, Peace--but thereisno peace” ... What ismeant by this? Haveyou heard it before? If so, where?
Canyoufind thisphrasein Scripture?f so, where? Do you think thisappliesto today?

Questions

1) Why do you think Mr. Henry thought (not felt) that it would be treasonous behavior if hewithheld his
thoughtsat that time?Would an " act of disoyalty toward the Mg esty of Heaven" be equal to treason? Give
Scriptura support for your stance.

2) Discuss. "Weare apt to shut our eyesagainst apainful truth, and listen to the song of that sirentill she
transformsusinto beasts.”

3) Why doyouthink Mr. Henry held that it wasimportant to know thewholetruth and to providefor it? Can
you find Scriptural support for hisstance?

4) Doyou think Mr. Henry would hold that words a one are acceptabl e behavior or words PLUS actionswill
giveaclueastothe character and intentionsof others? Why? Give Scriptural support.

5) Mr. Henry compares and contrasts Britain's preparation for war versus what they were saying (either
verbaly or inwriting). Do you think thisisawise and proper manner inwhichto accessasituation?Did Mr.
Henry prove accurate? Can you find Scriptural support for thisstance?

6) What are"thelast argumentsto which kingsresort"?

7) Explain: "An apped to armsand to the God of hostsisall that isleft us!”
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8) Discuss: "They tell us, ir, that we areweak; unableto copewith so formidablean adversary. But when shdll
webe stronger? Will it bethe next week, or the next year? Will it bewhenwearetotally disarmed, and when
aBritish guard shall be stationed in every house? Shall we gather strength by irresol ution and inaction?”
Canyouthink of any modern day situation(s) that this sentiment might apply to?

9) Explain: "Islife so dear, or peace so sweet, asto be purchased at the price of chainsand davery?Forbid it,
Almighty God! | know not what course othersmay take; but asfor me, givemeliberty or givemedeath!"

Doyou agreeor disagreewith Mr. Henry? Why or why not? Doesthisremind you of any famousheroes?(Site
your source)

Activities
1) Makeaposter inviting the public to hear Mr. Henry speak.

2) Makeatri-fold document ... likewhat your parentsreceive around el ection timefrom politicians... from
King Georgeof Britain'sperspective.

3) Canyouthink of afun limerick to addressthemainissuesof Mr. Henry'sspeech?

4) With theaid of either ahandheld tape recorder or avideo camera, make a 15-30 second radio or television
spot for (1) Patrick Henry; (2) the"moderates’ in Continental Congress; (3) the British

5) Based on this speech, what character traitswould you assign to Mr. Henry? Why?

6) Discusswith your parentsthe difference between astatesman and apolitician. Which onedo you think Mr.
Henry was... astatesman or apolitician? Why?
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