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Oh, I havedipped the surly bondsof earth

And danced the skieson laughter-silvered wings,
Sunward I’ veclimbed, and joined thetumbling mirth
Of sun-split clouds... and doneahundred things
You have not dreamed of ... wheeled and soared and swung
Highinthesunlit silence. Hov'ring there,

I’ ve chased the shouting wind along, and flung

My eager craft through footlesshalsof air.

Up, upthelong, ddirious, burning blue

I’ vetopped thewind swept heightswith easy grace
Wherenever lark, or even eagleflew.

And, whilewithslent, liftingmind I’ vetrod
Thehigh untrespassed sanctity of space

Put out my hand, and touched the face of God.

Vocabulary I1noneor two words define the following terms from the poem.
surly, bonds, laughter-silvered wings, Hov'ring, delirious, untrespassed, sanctity
Word Pictures Word picturesisanother way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurative language

helpsusform apicture of what the author istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword picturesmean and,
perhaps, draw your ideaof theimagery or figurative language the author uses!

surly bonds

danced theskies
laughter-slveredwings
tumblingmirth

sun-split clouds
sunlitsilence
shoutingwind

eager craft
footlesshallsof air
long, delicious, burning blue
wind swepth heights

easy grace
Slent, liftingmind

Mechanics Verbally discuss

Who isthe speaker?

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’ scharacter?

| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isit to anyone?
Doesthe poem have asetting?



Isthe poem about aparticular event? Isthe event past or present? If it isabout apast event, doesthe
remembrance of the event have aparticular meaning to the speaker?

Isthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly?

What point of view or perspectiveisthe speaker?

How did you respond to the poem when you read it thefirst time?

Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

In general terms, what isthe poem about? Do you think the author made good use of word picturesor
imagery? Didyouthink youwereintheairplanewith theauthor? Why? What do you think the author was
thinking about when writing thispoem? Thoughts have consequences. Do you think the author wasglad,
sad, mad or scared? Why? What did you think whilereading thispoem?

After reading thispoem, what character traitsdid you think of ? What doesthe Bible haveto say about
these character traits?

What Does the Bible Say?
Find Scripture proofsfor the assertionsor statementsmadein thispoem.

GiveBiblica examplesof those happy, excited, and contented serving God. Givehistorical examples.
Doesthispoem remind you of anyoneor of any event? Why?

The Author/Poet
Based on what you have studied about this poem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christian or
ahumanist? How did you arrive at your decision?

Theauthor’snamefor thispoemisJohn GillespieMagee, Jr. (1922-1941). Hewasbornin Shanghal,
China, died in England 11 December 1941, and isburied at Scopwick, Lincolnshire, inachurchyard
cemetery. Mr. Magee, like many Americans, crossed the border into Canadato enlist with the Royal
Canadian Airforceduring the Battle of Britain. (German bomberswere crossng the English Channel
regularly to attack Britain’scitiesandfactories.) Thesebrave men decided to obey their conscienceand
knowingly brokethelaw inorder tofight Hitler’'s Germany. Mageewasjust 18 yearsold when heentered
flight training and was sent to England on 30 June 1941. Heflew the Spitfire being promoted to therank of
Pilot Officer. On3 September 1941, Mageeflew aSpitfireV test flight whichinspired himtowritehis
poem. Onthesameday hewrotealetter to hismissionary parentswhich included thisnow famous poem.
On 11 December 1941, three monthslater, Mr. Mageewaskilled. Thiswasjust threedaysafter theUS
entered thewar and four days after Pearl Harbor.
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Geography
L ocate China, England, Canada, Germany, and the United Stateson aglobe, map and atlas.

Challenge Locate Shanghai (China), Scopwick, Lincolnshire (Britain), and Pearl Harbor (USA) onamap
orinanatlas.

Compare/contrast the weather of China, England, Germany, and/or Canadawith your own for oneweek.
Makeameal from China, England, Germany, and/or Canadafor your family.

Activities

1) Makeyour own book! Without making animage of Christ, draw picturesrepesenting thispoem. With
construction paper and other itemsreadily available at home, makeatitle page with the name of the poem
and theauthor’snamewhichwill beyour book’scover. You may want toillustrate your cover and include
thispoem inyour book.

2) Makeyour ownplay! Re-enact with your siblingsor friendsthe event and message discussed inthis
poem. Keepitlively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorus of
thispoem or reading Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour creation.

3) Radio Dramal With ahandheld tape recorder, create your own radio show dramatizing the historical
event and messages of thispoem.

4) BeaReporter! Either withyour family camcorder or with ahandheld taperecorder, “interview” various
individual s connected with thispoem (e.g., airplanepilots, etc.). Inorder to havethefast paced styleof a
reporter, watch and/or listento the newswith your parents’ permission. Keeptheinterviewslively, quick,
andtothepoint.

Remain objective! Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of thesitua
tion.

5) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat
areaof interest and relate that to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat
physically expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that
helpsto clarify thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Writeastory based on any time period you
desirethat expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsin thekitchen? Makean
ancient meal fromthistime or devel op your own meal that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem
makes.

6) Poster. Createaposter illustrating the the author’ sview of theimpact of High Flight.

7) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary tolearn what you can about John Gillespie Magee, Jr. and shareit
withyour family. If possible, discover thestory behind thispoem.
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