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1

If you can keep your head when all about you
Arelosing theirs and blaming it on you;

If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you,
But make allowancefor their doubting too;

If you can wait and not betired by waiting,

Or, being lied about, don’'t deal inlies,

Or, being hated, don't give way to hating,

And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise;

2

If you can dream - and not make dreams your master;
If you can think - and not make thoughts your aim;
If you can meet with triumph and disaster

And treat those two imposters just the same;

If you can bear to hear the truth you' ve spoken
Twisted by knavesto make atrap for fools,

Or watch the things you gave your life to broken,
And stoop and build ’em up with wornout tools;

3

If you can make one heap of all your winnings
And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss,

And lose, and start again at your beginnings
And never breath a word about your |0ss;

If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew
To serve your turn long after they are gone,
And so hold on when there is nothing in you
Except the Will which saysto them: “Hold on”;

4
| f you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,
Or walk with kings - nor lose the common touch;
If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you;

If al men count with you, but nonetoo much;

If you can fill the unforgiving minute

With sixty seconds worth of distance run -
Yoursisthe Earth and everything that'sinit,

And - whichismore- you'll beaMan my son!

Vocabulary Inoneor two words define the following termsfrom the poem.

1: doubt, allowance

2: triumph, imposters, disaster, knaves
3: pitch-and-toss, sinew

4: virtue, foes

Word Pictures Word picturesisanother way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurative language
helpsusform apicture of what the author istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword picturesmean and,
perhaps, draw your ideaof theimagery or figurative language the author uses!

1: keepyour head, wait and not betired of waiting
2: triumph and disaster, trap for fool s, wornout tools

3: never breathe aword about your loss, nerveand sinew, hold on
4: walk withkings, nor losethecommon touch, unforgiving minute

Mechanics Verbally discuss
Who isthe speaker?

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’ s character?
| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isit to anyone?

Doesthe poem have asetting?

Isthe poem about aparticular event? Isthe event past or present? If it isabout apast event, doesthe
remembrance of the event have aparticular meaning to the speaker?

Isthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly?



What point of view or perspectiveisthe speaker?
How did you respond to the poem when youread it thefirst time?

Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

1: Explainand discuss*“keep your head.” Why would thisbeimportant? What doesit meanto trust
yoursalf when othersdoubt you? How does one make alowancesfor doubting? Why isthisimportant?
Do you agreewith what the author said about lies? Why? Explain and discuss*being hated, don’t give
way tohating.” Why doesthe author recommend not looking “too good” or “talkingtoowise”? Overall,
what isthe messagefor thisportion of the poem?

2: Accordingtotheauthor itisnot good to make*“ dreamsyour master.” Why? Similarly, the author
recommends not to “ makethoughtsyour am.” Why? Istheauthor actualy talking about “ triumphand
disaster” or how aperson respondsto those situations? Why? Theauthor a so mentionshaving your
wordstwisted and distorted by others. How does one normally respond to thistype of situation? What
doesthe author recommend? Do you agree/disagree? Overal, what isthe messagefor thisportion of the

poem?

3: Doyouthink theauthor isactually promoting gambling by using the phrase“ make one heap of al your
winningsandrisk it on oneturn of pitch-and-toss’? Explain and discuss* To serveyour turnlong after they
aregone.” Relatesameto”duty.” What doesthe author mean by “Hold on”? Overal, what isthe message
for thisportion of the poem?

4: It would seem that the author holdsthat others (crowds) can tempt usor lead usastray of “virtue.” Do
you think thiscan betrue? Explain and discuss*“walk with kingsnor losethe commontouch.” Why would
thisbeimportant (especidly from aChristianworldview)? Why do you think the author holdsthat others
should rely or count onyou but not too much? (You may want to relate thisto the First Commandment).
According to theauthor, it isimportant to make every minute and second count. Do you agree? Why
would theauthor say “ Yoursisthe Earth and everything that’ sinit”? Discussthis phrasein conjunctionwith
Psalm 24:1, “Theearthisthe LORD’ S, and the fulnessthereof; theworld, and they that dwell therein.”

After reading thispoem, what character traitsdid you think of ? What doesthe Bible haveto say about
these character traits?

What Does the Bible Say?
Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertionsor statements made for each of thefour stanzas.

Basicaly, perserverance means steadfast persistence. Give some Scriptureversesthat deal with
perserverance. Canyouthink of anyoneinthe Biblethat demonstrated perserverance? Canyou think of
anyone, past or present, that demonstrated perserverance?

What doesthe Bible haveto say about courage? Courageisnot the absence of fear, but going ahead and

standing for theright in spite of one'sfear. Canyou think of anyonein the Biblethat demonstrated courage?
Canyouthink of anyone, past or present, that demonstrated courage?
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The Author/Poet
Based on what you have studied about this poem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christian or
ahumanist? How did you arriveat your decison?

Theauthor’ snamefor thispoem isRudyard Kipling (1865-1936). Hewasbornin Bombay, India, on 30
December 1865, and died in London 17 January 1936. Kipling waseducated in England and, in 1882,
went out to Indiato jointhe Civil and Military Gazette. 1n 1889, heleft Indiaand travelled. By 1892,
Mr. Kipling married Miss Caroline Balestier, an American. Thecouplelivedin Vermont for 4 yearsand
then settled in Rottingham-near-the-sea. 1n 1907, Mr. Kipling wasawarded the Nobel Prizefor Literature
and was honored by Oxford, Cambridge, Edinburgh, Paris, and Strasbourg. Hewasaprolific and versatile
writer of fiction, poetry, and journalism. Hisbest knownworksare Plain TalesfromtheHills (Cal cutta
1888), The Light that Failed (Cal cutta 1890), Barrack Room Ballads (1892), Captains Courgeous,
and Kim (1901).

Geography
Locate Bombay, India, London, England, Vermont, Oxford, Cambridge, Edinburg, Paris, and the United

States of Americaon aglobe, map and atlas.
Challenge L ocate Rottingham-near-the-seaand Strasbourg onamap or in an atlas.

Compare/contrast the weather of India, Britain, and/or Vermont with your own for oneweek.
Makea meal from India, Britain, and/or Vermont for your family.

Activities

1) Makeyour ownbook! Without making animage of Christ, draw picturesrepesenting each stanza.
(Note: that will befour differentillustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreadily availableat
home, make atitle page with the name of the poem and the author’s namewhich will beyour book’scover.
You may want to il lustrate your cover and includethis poem inyour book.

2) Makeyour own play! Re-enact with your siblingsor friendsthe message discussed in thispoem. Keep
itlively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with reciting thispoem and reading Scripture
versesthat support it. Videotapeyour creation.

3) RadioDramal With ahandheld taperecorder, create your own radio show dramatizing the message of
thispoem.

4) BeaReporter! Either withyour family camcorder or with ahandheld taperecorder, “interview” various
individualsthat would bein agreement thispoem (e.g., Joshua, Caleb, William Tell, Alfred the Greet, John
Witherspoon, etc.). Inorder to havethefast paced style of areporter, watch and/or listen to the newswith
your parents’ permission. Keeptheinterviewslively, quick, and tothepoint.

Remain objectivel Being objectivemeansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of thesitua-
tion.
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5) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat
areaof interest and relatethat to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat
physically expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that
helpsto clarify thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Writeastory based on any time period you
desirethat expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsin thekitchen? Makean
ancient meal fromthistime or devel op your own meal that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem
makes.

6) Poster. Createaposter illustrating thethe author’sview of theimpact of If.

7) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary tolearn what you can about Rudyard Kipling and shareit with your
family. If possible, discover the story behind this poem.
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