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In Flandersfieldsthe poppies blow Takeup our quarrel with thefoe!

Between the crosses, row on row, Toyou fromfailing hands, wethrow

That mark our place; andinthe sky Thetorch-Beyoursto holdit high!

Thelarks ill bravely snging, fly If yebreak faithwithuswhodie

Scarce heard amid the gunsbelow. Weshal not deep, though
poppiesgrow

2 InFlandersfidds.

We arethe Dead. Short daysago
Welived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and wereloved, and now welie
InFlandersfidds.

Vocabulary

In oneor two words define thefollowing termsfrom the poem.

1. Flanders, poppies, larks,scarce, amid
3: quarrdl, foe, torch, ye

Word Pictures Word picturesisanother way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurative language
helpsusform apicture of what the author istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword pictures mean and,
perhaps, draw your ideaof theimagery or figurative language the author uses!

1. FHandersfields, poppiesblow, between the crosses, bravely singing
2: sunset glow
3: failing hands, throw thetorch, holdit high, break faith, poppiesgrow

Mechanics Verbally discuss

Who isthe speaker?

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’ s character?

| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isit to anyone?

Doesthe poem have asetting?

Isthe poem about aparticular event? Isthe event past or present? If it isabout apast event, doesthe
remembrance of the event have aparticular meaning to the speaker?

|sthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly?

What point of view or perspectiveisthe speaker?

How did you respond to the poem when you read it thefirst time?

Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

1: What do crossesmark “row onrow” marking aplacerefer to? What isinthesky? What isheard
below?



2: What happened “ short daysago”? Have you thought of thosethat lived in the past thisway before?

3: What isbeingtossed to us? Isthisa“torch” you cantouch? If not, to what isthe author referring?
Explainand discuss*®If yebreak-faithwithuswhodie.” Compare/contrast with John 15:13, “ Greater love
hath no manthan this, that amanlay down hislifefor hisfriends.”

After reading this poem, what character traitsdid you think of ? What doesthe Bible have to say about
these character traits?

What Does the Bible Say?
Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertions or statements madefor each of thethree stanzas.

Discussthemessage of thispoeminlight of John 15:13, “ Greater love hath no man than this, that aman lay
down hislifefor hisfriends.”

What doesthe Bible haveto say about perserverance? GiveBiblical examplesof those demonstrating
perserverance. Givehigtorical examples, past and present, of those role model ling perserverance.

What isthe opposite of perservance? GiveBiblica examplesand historical examplesof same.

What doestheBible haveto say about trust? Give Biblica and historical examplesof those placingtheir
trustinothers.

The Author/Poet
Based on what you have studied about this poem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christian or
ahumanist? How did you arrive at your decision?

Theauthor’snamefor thispoem is Captain John D. McCrae. Hispoem became popular in 1915. By
1918, MoinaMichael began to weave poppiesin remembrance of thosewho had diedin WWI while
working at the Y MCA canteen. Madame Guerin learned of thisin 1920 when shevisited New York from
France. On her return home, she began making poppiesto earn money for the children of veteransand the
worn torn Europe. The USA tendsto wear poppieson Memoria Day whileother countries(e.g., Canada,
etc.) wear themin November. So, why the poppy? During the Napoleonic wars, it was observed that the
fieldswerebright with colorful red poppiesbeforeabattle. Strangely enough, it wasdiscovered that the
bombardment of thesefields hel ped the poppy to grow!

Geography
Locate New York, France, and Canada on aglobe, map and atlas.
Challenge Locate Flandersonamap or inan atlas.

Compare/contrast weather from New York, France, and Canadawith your own for oneweek.
Makea meal from New York, France, and/or Canadafor your family.
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Activities

1) Makeyour ownbook! Without making animage of Christ, draw pi cturesrepesenting each stanza.
(Note: that will bethreedifferentillustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreadily availableat
home, makeatitle page with the name of the poem and the author’s namewhich will beyour book’scover.
You may want toillustrate your cover and includethis poeminyour book.

2) Makeyour own play! Re-enact with your siblingsor friendsthe event discussed in thispoem. Keepit
lively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorusof thispoem or
reading Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour creation.

3) Radio Dramal With ahandheld tape recorder, create your own radio show dramatizing the historical
event thispoem reported.

4) BeaReporter! Either with your family camcorder or with ahandheld taperecorder, “interview” various
individualsconnected with or reflect thispoem (e.g., living/dead soldiersand their families, Founding
Fathers, Alfred the Great, Charlemagne, Oliver Cromwell, etc.). Inorder to havethefast paced styleof a
reporter, watch and/or listento the newswith your parents’ permission. Keeptheinterviewslively, quick,
and to the point.

Remain objectivel Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of the
gtuation.

5) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat
areaof interest and relate that to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat
physically expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that
helpsto clarify thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Writeastory based on any time period you
desirethat expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsinthekitchen? Makean
ancient meal fromthistime or devel op your own meal that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem
makes.

6) Poster. Createaposter illustrating thethe author’ sview of theimpact of In Flander’sFields.

7) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary tolearn what you can about Captain John D. McCraeand shareit
withyour family. If possible, discover the story behind thispoem.
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