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\Versel Verse 3

My Shepherdwill supply my need: Thesureprovisionsof my God
JehovahisHisName; Attend meall my days;

In pasturesfresh He makes mefeed, O may Thy house be my abode,
Besidetheliving stream. Andall my work bepraise.
Hebringsmy wandering spirit back Therewould| find asettiedres,
When | forsake Hisways, Whileothersgo and come;

And leads me, for Hismercy’ssake, No moreastranger, nor aguest,
In pathsof truth and grace. But likeachild at home.

\Verse2

When | walk through the shades of death
Hispresenceismy stay;

Oneword of Hissupporting grace
Drivesal my fearsaway.

Hishand, insight of al my foes,

Doth still my tablespread;

My cup with blessingsoverflows,

Hisoil anointsmy head.

Vocabulary

In oneor two words define thefollowing termsfrom the poem.

Verse1: Jehovah, forsake
Verse2: foes, doth, anoints
Verse 3: provisions, attend, Thy, abode

Word Pictures Word picturesisanother way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurative language
helpsusform apicture of what the author istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword pictures mean and,
perhaps, draw your ideaof theimagery or figurative language the author uses!

Verse1: supply my need, pasturesfresh, living stream, wandering spirit, pathsof truth and grace
Verse2: table spread, cup ... overflows, anoints my head
Verse3: sureprovisions, settled rest, child at home

Mechanics Verbally discuss

Who isthe speaker?

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’ s character?

| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isit to anyone?

Doesthe poem have asetting?

Isthe poem about aparticular event? Isthe event past or present? If it isabout apast event, doesthe
remembrance of the event have aparticular meaning to the speaker?

Isthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly?



What point of view or perspectiveisthe speaker?
How did you respond to the poem when youread it thefirst time?

Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

Verse1l: Why is“ Shepherd” capitalized? According to the author, the Shepherd will supply “my need.”
What doesthismean and do you agree/disagree with the author? How can astream be*“living”? Explain
and discuss“wandering spirit.” Whereistheauthor led back to?

Verse2: What drivestheauthor’ sfearsaway? Did you noticethe use of theterm “ doth”? What doesit
mean and why do you think the author usedit? Explain and discuss® My cup with blessingsoverflows.”

Verse3: What attendsthe author? Did you noticethe use of theterm“ Thy”? What doesit mean? Why is
it capitalized? Why do you think the author used thisword? Why would the author’ swork be praise?
Doesthat mean thework of astudent -- math, essays, reports, grammar lessons, literature study, civics, etc.
-- areworksof praise? Explainand discuss” Therewould | find asettledrest.” Do you think the author
thinksof work asanoble, honorablecaling?

After reading thispoem, what character traitsdid you think of ? What doesthe Bible haveto say about
these character traits?

What Does the Bible Say?

Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertions or statements madefor each of thefiveversesand the
refrain.

Discussthemessage of thispoeminlight of Psalm 23:1, “The LORD ismy shepherd; | shall not want.”

What doesthe Bible haveto say about trust? Give Biblical examplesof thosedemonstrating trust. Give
historical examples, past and present, of thoserolemodelling trust.

What isthe opposite of trust? GiveBiblical examplesand historical examplesof same.

The Author/Poet

Based on what you have studied about thispoem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christian or
ahumanist? How did you arriveat your decision?

Thename of theauthor for thispoem or lyricis|saac Watts (1674-1748). Hewasborn 17 July 1674, in
Southampton, England, and died 25 November 1748, in Stoke Newington, England. Heisburied at
Bunhill Fields Cemetery, London, England. Weatt’shad an interesting father who wasimprisoned two times
for hisreligiousviews. Mr. Watts studied Greek and L atin but declined an offer for astandard university
education preferring to attend the Nonconformist Academy at Stoke Newingtonin 1690. When Mr. Watts
was 20-22 he stayed at home and wrote the mgjority of the hymnsfor Hymnsand Spiritual Songsthat
were published 1707-1709. For six yearshewasthetutor for Mr. John Hartopp’s son. Mr. Wattswas
ordainedin 1702.
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"Give 'em Watts, boys, give 'em Watts!"

Interestingly, | saac Wattsisintimately connected with the American War of Independence. Inan attack
upon Springfield when the patriots wadding gave out, Rev. James Cadwell (of Huguenot descent) raninto
aPresbyterian church returning with hisarms and pockets crammed full with Watts Psalmsand Hymns
saying, "Now, boys, givethem Watts!" The British offered largerewardsfor the capture of Rev. Caldwell,
but to no avail. Therefore, the British burned hischurch, shot hiswifewhile shewasinthemidst of their nine
children, dragged her body into the street, and burned hishomeand out buildings.

Geography
L ocate Southampton, England, and L ondon aglobe, map and atlas.

Challenge L ocate Stoke Newington (England) onamap or inan atlas.

Compare/contrast England’ sweather with your own for oneweek.
Makean English med for your family.

Activities

1) Makeyour ownbook! Without making animage of Christ, draw picturesrepesenting each verse.
(Note: that will bethreedifferentillustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreadily availableat
home, makeatitle page with the name of the song and the author’ sname which will beyour book’s cover.
You may want toillustrate your cover and includethis poeminyour book.

2) Makeyour own play! Re-enact with your siblingsor friends the message discussed in thispoem. Keep
itlively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorusof thispoem or
reading Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour creation.

3) RadioDramal With ahandheld taperecorder, create your own radio show dramatizing the message of
thispoem.

4) BeaReporter! Either with your family camcorder or with ahandheld taperecorder, “interview” various
individuasthispoemreflects (e.g., parents/grandparents, Alfred the Great, Daniel Boone, Dolley Madison,
Charlemagne, etc.). Inorder to havethefast paced style of areporter, watch and/or listen to the newswith
your parents’ permission. Keeptheinterviewslively, quick, andto the point.

Remainobjective! Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of thesitua
tion.

5) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat
areaof interest and relate that to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat
physically expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that
helpsto clarify thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Writeastory based on any time period you
desirethat expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsin thekitchen? Makean
ancient med from thistime or develop your own medl that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem
makes.
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6) Poster. Createaposter illustrating thethe author’sview of theimpact of My Shepherd Will Supply My
Need.

7) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary tolearn what you can about | saac Wattsand shareit with your
family. If possible, discover the story behind thispoem.
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