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Versel Refrain
Never be sad or desponding,
: ! Verse 3
If thou hast faithto believe. Never besad or desponding,

Grace, for thedutiesbeforetheg,

Thereisamorrow for thee;

Ascof thy God and receive. Soonthoushalt dwell initsbrightness,

Refrain Therewiththe Lord thou shalt be.

Never giveup, never giveup, Refrain

Never giveupto thy sorrows,

Jesuswill bid them depart. Verse 4

TrustintheLord, trustintheLord, Never be sad or desponding,

Singwhenyour trialsaregreatest, Leanonthearmof thy Lord;

TrustintheLord and take heart. Dwell inthedepthsof Hismercy,
Thou shdt receivethy reward.

Verse 2 Refrain

What if thy burdens oppressthee;
What though thy lifemay bedrear;
Look onthesidethat isbrightest,
Pray, and thy path will beclear.

Vocabulary

In one or two words definethefollowing termsfrom the poem.

Verse 1. desponding, thou, hast, grace, duties, thy
Refrain: Refrain, bid, sorrows, depart, trials
\erse2: burdens, oppress, thee, drear

Verse3: morrow, dwell

Verse4: mercy

Word Pictures Word picturesisanother way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurative language
helpsusform apicture of what the author istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword pictures mean and,
perhaps, draw your idea of theimagery or figurative language the author uses!

Refrain: bid them depart, take heart
Verse2: burdensoppress, path ... clear
Verse4: Leanonthearm

Mechanics Verbaly discuss

Who isthe speaker?

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’ s character?

| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isit to anyone?
Doesthe poem have asetting?



Isthe poem about aparticular event? Isthe event past or present? If it isabout apast event, doesthe
remembrance of the event have aparticular meaning to the speaker?

Isthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly?

What point of view or perspectiveisthe speaker?

How did you respond to the poem when you read it thefirst time?

Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

Versel: What doesthe author say never to dointhefirst line? Do you agree/disagree? Why? Did you
noticetheterms*hast,” “thou,” and “thee”? What do they mean and why do you think the author chose
these particular words? What doesthe author recommend inthelast line? Do you agree/disagree? Why?

Refrain: What doesthe author say to never giveinto? Whowill forcethemto go? Who doesthe author
recommend thereader trust? What doesthe author say to do whenthereader’strialsarethe greatest? Do
you agree/disagree? Why?

Verse2: Explainand discuss®What if thy burdensoppressthee.” What doesthe author recommend the
reader todointhelast twolines? Do you agree/disagree? Why?

Verse 3. Again, theauthor repeatsthefirst linefromthefirst verse. Why do you think the author did that?
Explainand discuss” Thereisamorrow for thee.”

Verse4: Againtheauthor repeatsthefirst linefromthefirst verse. Why do you think the author did that?
What doesthe author recommend the reader do inthe second and third lines?

After reading thispoem, what character traitsdid you think of ? What doesthe Bible have to say about
these character traits?

What Does the Bible Say?
Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertions or statements madefor each of thefour versesand the
refrain.

Discussthe message of thispoeminlight of James 1:2-3, “ My brethren, count it dl joy whenyefal into
diverstemptations, Knowingthis, that thetrying of your faith worketh patience.”

What doesthe Bible haveto say about perserverance? GiveBiblical examplesof those demonstrating
perserverance. Givehistorical examples, past and present, of those role model ling perserverance.

What isthe opposite of perservance? GiveBiblical examplesand historical examplesof same.
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The Author/Poet

Based on what you have studied about this poem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christian or
ahumanist? How did you arriveat your decison?

Thispoem or lyric waswritten by Frances Jane (Fanny) Crosby (1820-1915). Shewashborn24 March
1820, in Putnam County, New York, and died 12 February 1915, in Bridgeport, Connecticut. At six
weeks, Fanny was blinded by anincompetent doctor, but that did not deter her from writing over 8000
Chrigtiansongs.

Shewrote under many pseudonyms (e.g., CoraAdrienne, Fannie Jane Alstyne, A. E. Andrews, James
Apple, AliceArmstrong, Rose Atherton, Carrie Bell, Catherine Bethune, JamesBlack, JamesL Black,
JamesM. Black, HenriettaBlair, Florence Booth, Charles Bruce, Robert Bruce, CharlesBurns, Mary
Carlston, Leah Carlton, Fannie Church, Eleanor Craddock, Lyman G. Culyer, EllaDae, FloraDayton,
D.D.,D.D.R,,Ryan A.Dykes, RianA. Dykes, JamesEliot, LizzieEdmonds, LizzieEdwards, FA.N.,
F.J.C,FJV.A., Fannie, Fanny, Mrs. Edna Forrest, Carrie Frances, Grace J. Frances, Lillian G. Frances,
S. Trevor Frances, VictoriaFrances, Jenny Garnet, Jennie Glen, Frank Gould, Mrs. Kate Grinley,
G.W.W.,Ruth Harmon, Carrie Hawthorn, FrancesHope, FrancesHops, Annie James, Mary James,
Sarah James, J.F.O., JW.W., MyraJudson, MarthaL ankton, H.N. Lincoln, W. Robert Lindsay, L.L.A.,
MinnieB. Lowry, Maud Marion, S. Martin, SallieMartin, Sam Martin, LauraMiller, A. Montieth, Alice
Montieth, EdnaL. Park, Mrs. L.C. Prentice, Mrs. Kate Smiling, Salie A. Smith, SallieE. Smith, Sally
Smith, Sam Smith, J.L. Sterling, JuliaSterling, Ryan Sterling, VictoriaSterling, VictoriaStewart, |da Scott
Taylor, The Children’sFriend, Louise W. Tilden, Mary Tilden, Jenny V., Mrs. Van A., FannieVan Alstyne,
FannieJaneVan Alstyne, Mrs. Van Alstyne, Mrs. Alexander Van Alstyne, Viola, ZemiraWallace, Carrie
Wilson, Mrs. C.M. Wilson, ##, ####, **’ , and ***).

Why do you think shewrote under so many pseudonyms?

Geography
Locate New York and Bridgeport (Connecticut) on aglobe, map and atlas.

Challenge L ocate Putnam County (New York) onamap or inan atlas.

Compare/contrast theweather of New York and/or Connecticut with your own for oneweek.
Makeameal from either New York or Connecticut for your family.

Activities

1) Makeyour own book! Without making animageof Christ, draw picturesrepesenting each verse.
(Note: that will befour different illustrations plustherefrain). With construction paper and other items
readily available at home, make atitle page with the name of the song and the author’ snamewhichwill be
your book’scover. You may want toillustrate your cover and includethispoeminyour book.

2) Makeyour own play! Re-enact with your siblingsor friendsthe message discussed in thispoem. Keep
itlively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorusof thispoem or
reading Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour crestion.
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3) RadioDramal With ahandheld taperecorder, create your own radio show dramatizing the message of
thispoem.

4) BeaReporter! Either with your family camcorder or with ahandheld taperecorder, “interview” various
individua sthat reflect the message of thispoem (e.g., Founding Fathers, Charlemagne, Christopher
Columbus, etc.). Inorder to havethefast paced style of areporter, watch and/or listen to the newswith
your parents’ permission. Keeptheinterviewslively, quick, and to the point.

Remainobjectivel Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of the
gtuation.

5) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat
areaof interest and relate that to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat
physically expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that
helpsto clarify thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Writeastory based on any time period you
desirethat expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsin thekitchen? Makean
ancient med from thistime or develop your ownmed that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem
makes.

6) Poster. Create aposter illustrating the the author’sview of theimpact of Never Give Up!

7) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary tolearn what you can about Frances Jane (Fanny) Crosby and share
itwithyour family. If possible, discover the story behind thispoem.
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