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1. Onward, Chrigtian soldiers, marching astowar,
With the cross of Jesusgoing on before.

Christ, theroya Master, leadsagainst thefoe;
Forward into battle see Hisbannersgo!

Refrain
Onward, Christian soldiers, marching astowar,
With the cross of Jesusgoing on before.

2. Atthesign of triumph Satan’shost doth fleg;
Onthen, Christian soldiers, onto victory!

Hédll’ sfoundations quiver at the shout of praise;
Brotherslift your voices, loud your anthemsraise.

Refrain

3. Likeamighty army movesthe church of God;
Brothers, wearetreading wherethe saintshave
trod.

Wearenot divided, all onebody we,

Onein hopeand doctrine, onein charity.

Refrain

Vocabulary

4. What the saintsestablished that | hold for true.
What the saintsbelieved, that | believetoo.

L ong asearth endureth, menthefaithwill hold,
Kingdoms, nations, empires, in destructionrolled.

Refrain

5. Crownsand thrones may perish, kingdomsrise
andwane,

But the church of Jesusconstant will remain.
Gatesof hdll can never gainst that church prevail,;
We have Chrigt’sown promise, and that cannot fail.

Refrain

6. Onward then, ye people, join our happy throng,
Blend with oursyour voicesinthetriumph song.
Glory, laud and honor unto Christ theKing,
Thisthrough countlessages men and angelssing.

Refrain

In one or two words definethefollowing termsfrom the poem.

Verse 1: foe, banners

Verse2: triumph, host, doth, quiver, anthems
Verse 3: treading, trod, doctrine, charity
Verse4: saints, established, endureth
Verse5: wane, constant, gaingt, prevail
Verse6: ye, throng, laud

Word Pictures Word picturesisanother way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurative language
helpsusform apicture of what the author istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword picturesmean and,
perhaps, draw your ideaof theimagery or figurative language the author uses!

Verse1l: marching astowar, Forward into battle

Verse2: Satan’shost doth flee, Hell’ sfoundations quiver, lift your voices
Verse 3. mighty army moves, treading wherethe saintshavetrod

Verse4: earth endureth



Verse5: Crownsand thrones
Verse6: happy throng, triumph song

Mechanics Verbally discuss

Who isthe speaker?

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’ scharacter?

| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isit to anyone?

Doesthe poem have asetting?

Isthe poem about aparticular event? Isthe event past or present? If it isabout apast event, doesthe
remembrance of the event have aparticular meaning to the speaker?

Isthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly?

What point of view or perspectiveisthe speaker?

How did you respond to the poem when you read it thefirst time?

Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

Verse 1

What isthe happeninginthefirst line? Doesthisremind you of any historical event(s)?
Who isat the head of thearmy?

Who or what isthefoe? Do you agree?

\erse 2

Atwhat Signs, must theenemy flee? Why must they flee?

Whoistheenemy?

What quiverswhen thearmy shouts?

What isthearmy shouting?

What doesthe author recommend inthelast line of thisverse? Why do you think the author madethat
recommendation?

Verse 3

Explain: “Likeamighty army movesthe church of God.”

Discuss*“treading wherethe saintshavetrod.” What exactly doesthismean?

Obvioudly, theauthor knew about various Christian groups (e.g., Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox and
thevarioussectsin Protestantism.) So, what could the author possibly mean with“Wearenot divided, all
onebody we’?

\erse4

TheBibledefinesthesaintsasbelievers(Matt 27:52, Acts9:32,41, etc.). What did the saints* establish”
andwhat didthey “believe’?

Explainand discuss: “Long asearth endureth, menthefaithwill hold.”

Why do you think anation, akingdom, or empireisdestroyed? Relate sameto, “If My people, which are
caled by My Name, shall humblethemselves, and pray, and seek My face, and turn from their wicked
ways, thenwill | hear from heaven, and will forgivetheir sn, and will heal their land” (2 Chronicles7:14).
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Verse 5

Explainthe“church... congtant will remain.”

Discuss*” Gatesof hell can never gainst that church prevail.”
What cannot fail? Why?

\erse 6

What doesthe author recommend the reader dointhefirst line? Do you agree? Why?

What type of song isbeing sunginthe second line?

What three things, according to the author, should be givento theKing? Do you agree? Why?
Explain and discuss* countlessages.”

According to theauthor, what arethetwo groupsof beingsthat singinthelast line of thisverse?

What Does the Bible Say?

Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertions or statements made for each of thesix versesand the
refrain.

How doesthe Bibledefinelove? For Scripture verses help, check out thisinternet web page at
http:/Amww.l ovetol earnplace.com/Specia Days/Va entines/Bible. html

Loyalty meansbeing trueto aperson or cause. Canyou think of any heroesin the Biblethat wereloyal?

Compare/contrast this poem to Exodus 411, “ And the LORD said unto him, Who hath made man’s mouth?
or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? havenot | the LORD?’

The Author/Poet

Based on what you have studied about thispoem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christian or
ahumanist? How did you arriveat your decision?

Theauthor’ snamefor thispoem or lyricis Sabine Baring-Gould (1834-1924). Hewasborn 28 January
1834, in Exeter, England, and died 2 January 1924, in Lew Trenchard, Devonshire, England. Heisburied
inthechurchyard acrosstheroad fromhishomeat Lew Trenchard. Mr. Baring-Gould had apriviledgedlife
being educated in Germany and France. Later, hewould attend Clare College at Cambridge. Helearned
six languages, entered the ministry at age 30, and servedin Yorkshire, Essex, and Devonshire. Not only did
hewritea16-volume Lives of the Saints, 100 books (30 of which were novels), but Mr. Baring-Gould
wasan archaeologist, architect, artist, teacher and collected English folk songs.

Geography

L ocate England, Devonshire, Germany, France, Cambridge, Yorkshire, and Essex on aglobe, map and
atlas.

Challenge LocateLew Trenchard (England) onamaporinanatlas.

Compare/contrast theweather of England, Germany and/or Francewith your own for oneweek.
Makean English, German or French meal for your family.
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Activities

1) Makeyour ownbook! Without making animage of Christ, draw picturesrepesenting each verse.

(Note: that will besix different illustrationsplustherefrain). With construction paper and other itemsreadily
availableat home, make atitle page with the name of the song and the author’snamewhich will beyour
book’scover. You may want toillustrate your cover and includethis poeminyour book.

2) Makeyour own play! Re-enact with your siblingsor friendsthe message discussed in thispoem. Keep
itlively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorusof thispoem or
reading Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour crestion.

3) Radio Drama! With ahandheld tape recorder, create your own radio show dramati zing the message of
thispoem.

4) BeaReporter! Either withyour family camcorder or with ahandheld taperecorder, “interview” various
individualsthat reflect the message of thispoem (e.g., Patrick Henry, George Mason, Oliver Cromwsll,
Alfred the Great, Charlemagne, etc.). Inorder to havethefast paced style of areporter, watch and/or listen
tothe newswith your parents’ permission. Keep theinterviewslively, quick, and tothe point.

Remain objectivel Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of the
gtuation.

5) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat
areaof interest and relate that to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat
physically expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that
helpsto clarify thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Writeastory based on any time period you
desirethat expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsinthekitchen? Makean
ancient meal fromthistime or devel op your own meal that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem
makes.

6) Poster. Createaposter illustrating thethe author’sview of theimpact of Onward Christian Soldiers!

7) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary tolearn what you can about Sabine Baring-Gould and shareit with
your family. If possible, discover the story behind this poem.
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