Recessional Wor ksheet
© 2002 Beverly Schmitt, all rights reserved

1
God of our fathers, known of old — 4

Lord of our far-flung battle line — If, drunk with sight of power, we loose
Beneath whose awful Hand we hold Wild tongues that have not Thee in awe —

Dominion over palm and pine — Such boastings as the Gentiles use,
Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet, Or lesser breeds without the Law —
Lest we forget — lest we forget! Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet,

Lest we forget — lest we forget!
2
The tumult and the shouting dies— 5

The Captains and the Kings depart — For heathen heart that puts her trust
Still stands Thine ancient sacrifice, In reeking tube and iron shard —

An humble and a contrite heart. All valiant dust that builds on dust,
Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet, And guarding calls not Thee to guard.
Lest we forget — lest we forget! For frantic boast and foolish word,

Thy Mercy on Thy People, Lord!
3 Amen.

Far-called our navies melt away —
On dune and headland sinks the fire —
Lo, al our pomp of yesterday
Is one with Nineveh and Tyre!
Judge of the Nations, spare us yet,
Lest we forget — lest we forget!

Vocabulary Inoneor two words definethe following termsfrom the poem.

1: far-flung, awful, dominion, Hosts, lest

2: tumult, depart, Thine, contrite

3: Lo, pomp, Nineveh, Tyre

4: Thee, boastings, Gentiles

5: heathen, reeking tube, iron shard, vaiant, frantic, Thy, mercy, Amen

Word Pictures Word picturesisanother way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurative language
helpsusform apicture of what the author istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword picturesmean and,
perhaps, draw your ideaof theimagery or figurative language the author uses!

1. far-flung battleline, awful hand, palm and pine

2: shouting dies, Kingsdepart, humbleand contrite heart

3: naviesmdt, duneand headland, pomp of yesterday, Judge of Nations
4. drunk ... with power

5: reekingtube, iron shard



Mechanics Verbally discuss

Who isthe speaker?

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’ s character?

| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isit to anyone?

Doesthe poem have asetting?

Isthe poem about aparticular event? Isthe event past or present? If it isabout apast event, doesthe
remembrance of theevent have aparticular meaning to the spesker?

| sthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly?

What point of view or perspectiveisthe speaker?

How did you respond to the poem when you read it thefirst time?

Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

1. Towhomistheauthor appealingto? What isthe author concerned about inthelast line?

2: What do youthink the author isreferringtoin thefirst two lines, “ Thetumult and the shouting dies, The
Captainsand theKingsdepart”? Did you noticetheterm “ Thing” andto Whomisit referring? What isthe
ancient sacrificeaccording to the author? Do you agree? Again, what isthe author concerned about inthe
lastline?

3: Didthefirst twolinesremind you of anything else? Explain and discuss*“all our pomp of yesterday isone
with Ninevehand Tyre.” What happened to Nineveh and Tyre? Wherewerethey located? Explain Judge
of theNations. Compareand contrast to Psalm 24:1, “ Theearthisthe LORD’s, and the fulnessthereof;
theworld, and they that dwell therein” and Job 41:11, “Who hath prevented Me, that | should repay him?
whatsoever isunder thewhole heavenisMine.” Check out Exodus9:29. Again, what isthe author
concerned about inthelast line?

4: Thephrase*drunk with sight of power” isvery interesting. Canyou think of specificindividuals, past or
present, in history that have been drunk with power? (e.g., Attilathe Hun?, Nero?, etc.) Explainand
discuss*“Wild tonguesthat have not Theeinawe.” Who usesboastings? Do you think theauthor is
approving or disapproving of boastings? What do you think “theLaw” is? Again, what isthe author
concerned about inthelast line?

5: What ismeant by “ heathen heart”? A “reeking tube” and “iron shard” refer to cannon. Why doyou
think the author used theseterms? What did the author refer toasvaliant? According to the author, who
istocal? Compare/ contrast the use of theterm guard to Isaiah 56:10, “Hiswatchmen areblind: they are
all ignorant, they areall dumb dogs, they cannot bark; dleeping, lying down, loving to dumber.” What does
theauthor requestinthelast line?

After reading this poem, what character traitsdid you think of ? What doesthe Bible have to say about
these character traits?
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What Does the Bible Say?
Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertions or statements madefor each of thefive stanzas.

What doesthe Bible haveto say about Nineveh and Tyre? What ismeant by divinejudgment? What isits
purpose? Read about what happened to Jehoramin 2 Chronicles21:12-20. DiscussJeremiah 7:30-34in
light of thispoem. Siteother Biblical examplesof divinejudgment.

Theauthor mentioned “ guarding callsnot Theeto guard.” What doesthe Bible haveto say about guards
and watchmen? Who(m) areto bethewatchmen or guards of society? Discussthisinlight of Isaiah 56:10,
“Hiswatchmenareblind: they aredl ignorant, they areal dumb dogs, they cannot bark; deeping, lying
down, lovingto slumber.” Should we havethe same concernsthat the author mentionsin thispoem? Why?

The Author/Poet
Based on what you have studied about this poem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christian or
ahumanist? How did you arrive at your decision?

Theauthor’ snamefor thispoem isRudyard Kipling (1865-1936). Hewasbornin Bombay, India, on 30
December 1865, and diedin London 17 January 1936. Kipling waseducated in England and, in 1882,
went out to Indiato jointhe Civil and Military Gazette. 1n 1889, heleft Indiaand travelled. By 1892,
Mr. Kipling married Miss Caroline Ba estier, an American. ThecouplelivedinVermont for 4 yearsand
then settled in Rottingham-near-the-sea. 1n 1907, Mr. Kipling was awarded the Nobel Prizefor Literature
and was honored by Oxford, Cambridge, Edinburgh, Paris, and Strasbourg. Hewasaprolific and versatile
writer of fiction, poetry, andjournalism. Hisbest knownworksare Plain Talesfromthe Hills (Cal cutta
1888), The Light that Failed (Cal cutta 1890), Barrack Room Ballads (1892), Captains Courgeous,
and Kim (1901).

The Recessional (A Victorian Ode) isfrom The Five Nations(1903) and wasoriginally published in
TheTimes, 17 July 1897.

Geography

L ocate Bombay, India, London, England, Vermont, Oxford, Cambridge, Edinburg, Paris, and the United
States of Americaon aglobe, map and atlas.

Challenge L ocate Rottingham-near-the-seaand Strasbourg onamap or in an atlas.

Compare/contrast the weather of India, Britain, and/or Vermont with your own for oneweek.
Makea meal from India, Britain, and/or Vermont for your family.

Activities

1) Makeyour ownbook! Without making animage of Christ, draw picturesrepesenting each stanza.
(Note: that will befivedifferentillustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreadily availableat
home, make atitle page with the name of the poem and the author’s namewhich will beyour book’scover.
You may want to illustrate your cover and includethis poeminyour book.
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2) Makeyour own play! Re-enact with your siblingsor friendsthe message discussed in thispoem. Keep
itlively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorusof thispoem or
reading Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour creation.

3) RadioDramal With ahandheld taperecorder, create your own radio show dramatizing the message of
thispoem.

4) BeaReporter! Either withyour family camcorder or with ahandheld taperecorder, “interview” various
individuasconnected with thispoem (e.g., Queen Victoria, Nineveh/Tyrecitizens, British soldier,the
centurianinthe newer testament , etc.). Inorder to havethefast paced style of areporter, watch and/or
listen to the newswith your parents permission. Keeptheinterviewslively, quick, and tothepoint.

Remain objective! Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of thesitua
tion.

5) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat
areaof interest and relate that to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat
physically expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that
helpsto clarify thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Writeastory based on any time period you
desirethat expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsin thekitchen? Makean
ancient meal fromthistime or devel op your own meal that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem
makes.

6) Poster. Createaposter illustrating the the author’ sview of theimpact of The Recessional.

7) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary tolearn what you can about Rudyard Kipling and shareit with your
family. If possible, discover the story behind this poem.
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