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1) King Bruceof Scotland flung himsalf down,
Inalonely mood tothink;

' Tistrue hewasamonarch, and woreacrown,
But hisheart wasbeginning to sink.

2) For he had beentryingto do agreat deed,
Tomakehispeopleglad;

Hehad tried and tried, but could not succeed,
And so he became quite sad.

3) Heflung himsalf into adeep despair,
Hewasgrieved asman could be;

And after awhile, ashe pondered there,
"I’ll giveitup!” cried he.

4) Now, just at that moment, aspider dropped
Withitssilken cobweb clew,

Andtheking, inthemidst of histhinking stopped
To seewhat the spider would do.

5) 'Twasalongway up to the ceiling dome,
Andit hung by aropesofine,

That how it would get to its cobweb home
King Brucecould not divine.

6) It soon beganto cling and crawl
Straight up with strong endeavor;

But downit camewith adipping sprawe,
Asnear totheground asever.

7) Up, upit ran, nor asecond did stay,
Tomaketheleast complaint,

Tillitfell ill lower; and thereit lay

A littledizzy andfaint.

8) Itshead grew steady — againit went,
Andtravelled ahdf-yard higher;
"Twasadelicatethread it had to tread,
And aroad whereitsfeet would tire.

9) Aganitfdl, and swungbelow;
But up it quickly mounted,

Till up and down, now fast, now sow,
Nine brave attemptswere counted.

10) “Sure,” saidtheking, “that foolishthing
Will gtriveno moreto climb,
Whenittoilsso hardtoreach and cling,
Andtumblesevery time.”

11) But uptheinsect went once more,
Ahme!’tisananxiousminute;

He'sonly afoot from hiscobweb door —
O, say ! will heloseor winit?

12) Steadily, steadily, inch by inch,
Higher and higher hegot,
Andaboldlittlerun, at thevery last pinch,
Put himinto thewished-for spot.

13) “Bravo, bravo!” theking cried out;
" All honor tothosewhotry!

The spider up theredefied despair;

He counquered, and why should not I.”

14) ThusBruceof Scotland braced hismind;
Andgossipstell thetale,

Then hetried once more, ashetried before,
Andthat timedid not fail.

15) Pay goodly heed, all youwho read,
And bewareof saying, “I can’t!”
'Tisacowardly word, and apt to lead
Toidleness, folly, and want.



Vocabulary
In one or two words definethefollowing termsfrom the poem.

1: flung, mood, ’ Tis, monarch 9: mounted

3: despair, grieved, pondered. 10: strive, toils

4: clew, midst 11 anxious

5: "Twas, dome, divine 13: Bravo, defied

6: endeavor, sprawel 14: braced, gossips

7: complaint 15: heed, idleness, want
8: delicate, tread

Word Pictures Word picturesisanother way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurative language
helpsusform apicture of what the author istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword picturesmean and,
perhaps, draw your ideaof theimagery or figurative language the author uses!

1. flung himself down, lonely mood, heart ... sink 9: up and down, fast now slow

4: silken cobweb 10: reachand cling

5: rope so fine, cobweb home 11; anxiousminute

6: clingand crawl, dlipping sprawel 12: inch by inch, boldllittlerun, last pinch
7. dizzy andfaint 14: gossipstell thetale

8: ddlicatethread 15: youwho read, cowardly word

Mechanics Verbally discuss

Whoisthe speaker?

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’ s character?

| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isit to anyone?

Doesthe poem have asetting?

Isthe poem about aparticular event? Isthe event past or present? If it isabout apast event, doesthe
remembrance of the event have aparticular meaning to the speaker?

|sthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly?

What point of view or perspectiveisthe speaker?

How did you respond to the poem when you read it thefirst time?

Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

1: Whoisthispoem about? Whereisthisperson from? How was hefegling? How do you know?
2: What had this person beentrying to do? What wastheresult?

3: Why wasthispersonin*“deep despair” and “grieved”? What did thisperson do? Wasadecision
made?

4. What dropped down on this person? How did thisperson respondtoit?
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5: Didyou noticetheuseof theterm’ Twas? Why do you think the author used it? What wasalong way?
What wasso fine?

6: Describewhat thiscreaturedid. Do you think theauthor did agood job at description?

7: How long did the creature stay? Did it complain? What wastheresult of thisclimb? What did the
creaturedo? How did the creature“feel”?

8: What happened to itshead? Explain what that means. What did the creature do next? Describethe
road.

9: What happened inthisstanza? How many attemptswere made?

10: How did the person watching the creature respond? Why did this person arrive at that assessment?
11: What ishappening inthisstanza? Do you think theauthor did agood job at description? Why?

12: Explainand discuss. “ Steadily, steadily, inch by inch.” What did the cresturedo?

13: How did the person that was watching the creature respond? What should be given “to thosewho
try”? What did the creature do? Do you agreewith the person’sdecisioninthelast line? Why?

14: What, exactly, doesit mean to brace one’smind? Why would thisbeimportant? Whotellsthetale?
Isthisafanciful way of saying “historians’? Why do you think theterm “gossips’ was used by the author?
Wasit agood choice of words? Why? What did the person in the poem do?

15: What doesthe author warn the reader to do in thefirst and second line? Do you agree? Why? Why
isthisa” cowardly word”? Why could this“word” lead to*idleness, folly, and want”? Do you agree?

Why?

After reading thispoem, what character traitsdid you think of ? What doesthe Bible haveto say about
these character traits?

What Does the Bible Say?
Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertions or statements made for the message of thispoem.

What doesthe Bible haveto say about perserverance? GiveBiblical examplesof those demonstrating
perserverance. Give historical examples, past and present, of thoserole modelling perserverance. What is
the oppositeof perservance? GiveBiblical examplesand historical examplesof same.
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The Author/Poet

Based on what you have studied about this poem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christian or
ahumanist? How did you arriveat your decison?

Theauthor’snamefor thispoemisElizaCook (1817-1889). ShewasborninLondon. In 1837 shebegan
to contributeto periodicals. By 1840, thefirst collection of her poemswaspublished. ElizaCook became
theeditor of “ElizaCook’sJourna” in 1849.

Geography
L ocate Scotland, London, and England on aglobe, map and atlas.

Compare/contrast theweather of Scotland and/or England with your own for oneweek.
Makea mea fromeither Scotland or England for your family.

Activities

1) Makeyour ownbook! Without making animage of Christ, draw pi cturesrepesenting each stanza.
(Note: that will befifteen differentillustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreadily availableat
home, makeatitle page with the name of the poem and the author’snamewhich will beyour book’s cover.
You may want to illustrate your cover and include thispoem in your book.

2) Makeyour own play! Re-enact with your siblingsor friendsthe event discussed in thispoem. Keepit
lively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorusof thispoem or
reading Scriptureversesthat relatetoit. Videotapeyour creation.

3) Radio Dramal With ahandheld taperecorder, create your own radio show dramatizing the historical
event thispoem reported.

4) BeaReporter! Either with your family camcorder or with ahandheld taperecorder, “interview” various
individual s connected with thispoem (e.g., Robert the Bruce, the spider, etc.). Inorder to havethefast
paced style of areporter, watch and/or listen to the newswith your parents permission. Keeptheinter-
viewslively, quick, and tothe point.

Remainobjectivel Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of theSitua-
tion.

5) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat
areaof interest and relate that to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat
physically expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that
helpsto clarify thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Writeastory based on any time period you
desirethat expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsin thekitchen? Makean
ancient med from thistime or develop your ownmed that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem
makes.
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6) Poster. Createaposter illustrating the the author’ sview of theimpact of Robert the Bruce and the
Soider.

7) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary tolearn what you can about ElizaCook and shareit with your family.
If possible, discover the story behind thispoem.
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