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Versel \erse 3

Silent night, holy night, Slent night, holy night,
Alliscadm, dlisbright Sonof God, love' spurelight;
Round yonvirgin mother and Child. Radiant beamsfrom Thy holy face
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Seepinheavenly peace, Jesus, Lord, a Thy birth,

Sleepin heavenly peace. Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

\erse 2 \erse4

Silent night, holy night, Slent night, holy night
Shepherdsquakeat thesight; Wondrousgtar, lend thy light;
Gloriesstream from heaven afar, Withtheangelslet ussing,
Heavenly hostssing Alleluial Alldluiatoour King;

Christ the Saviorisborn, Christthe Savior isborn,

Christ the Savior isborn! Christthe Savior isborn!

Vocabulary Inoneor two words, definethefollowing termsfrom the poem
Verse 1. holy, yon, virgin

Verse2: quake, hosts, Alleluia

Verse 3: Radiant, beams, redeeming, grace

Verse4: Wondrous, lend

Word Pictures Word picturesisanother way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurative language
helpsusform apicture of what the author istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword pictures mean and,
perhaps, draw your ideaof theimagery or figurative language the author uses!

Verse2: Gloriesstream
Verse3: Radiant beams

Mechanics Verbally discuss

Who isthe speaker?

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’ s character?

| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isit to anyone?

Doesthe poem have asetting?

Isthe poem about aparticular event? Isthe event past or present? If it isabout apast event, doesthe
remembrance of theevent have aparticular meaning to the spesker?

| sthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly?

What point of view or perspectiveisthe speaker?

How did you respond to the poem when you read it thefirst time?



Comprension Questions

Versel

Doestheauthor tell you the setting of thefirst verse?
What timeof day isitinthefirst verse?

What two individuasareinvolvedinthefirst verse?
What do you think of whenreading thefirst verse?

Verse 2
Why were the shepherds quaking?
How would you describe what the shepherds saw?

\Verse 3
What does* Radiant beamsfrom Thy holy face” mean?
Explainand discuss: “Withthedawn of redeeming grace.”

Verse4
What did the“wondrous star” do?
Discusstheimportance of thisverse.

What Does the Bible Say?
Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertionsor statements madefor each of thefour verses.

How doesthe Bibledefinelove? For Scripture verses help, check out thisinternet web page at
http:/Amwww.l ovetol earnplace.com/Specia Days/Va entines/Bible. html

For more Scriptureverseson PropheciesFulfilledin Christ, review theinternet web page at
http:/Amnww.lovetol earnplace.com/Specia Days/Christmas/Promise. html

The Author/Poet
Based on what you have studied about this poem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christian or
ahumanist? How did you arrive at your decision?

Theauthor’snamefor thispoem or lyricisJosef Mohr (1792-1848). Hewasborn on 11 December
1792, in Salzburg, Austria, and died in December, 1848, Wagrein, Austria

Geography

L ocate Salzburg, Austriaon aglobe, map and atlas.

Challenge Canyoufind Wagrein, Austria, onamap or inan atlas?
Compare/contrast the weather with these areas and your own for oneweek.
Makean Austrian medl.
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Activities
1) Read Luke, chapters1and 2.

2) Makeyour own book! Without making animage of Christ, draw picturesrepesenting each verse.
(Note: that will befour different illustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreadily availableat
home, makeatitle page with the name of the song and the author’ snamewhich will beyour book’scover.
You may want to illustrate your cover and include the poem for your book.

3) Makeyour own play! Re-enact with your siblingsor friendsthe event discussed in thispoem. Keepit
lively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorusof thispoemor
reading Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour creation.

4) RadioDramal With ahandheld taperecorder, create your own radio show dramatizing the historical
event thispoem reported.

5) BeaReporter! With either your family camcorder or with ahandled taperecorder, “interview” various
individual s connected with this poem (the angel s, shepherds, ascientist about the“wondrousstar”, etc.). In
order to havethefast paced style of areporter, watch and/or listen to the newswith your parents
permission. Remember to keep your interviewslively, quick, andto the point.

Remainobjective! Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of the
gtuation.

6) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat
areaof interest and relate that to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat
physically expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that
helpsto clarify thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Writeastory based on any time period you
desirethat expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsin thekitchen? Makean
ancient meal fromthistime or devel op your own meal that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem
makes.

7) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary tolearn what you can about Josef Mohr and shareit with your family.
If possible, discover the story behind thispoem.

© 2002 Beverly Schmitt, al rightsreserved



