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Verse 1

Speak, O Lord, Thy servant heareth,
To Thy Word I now give heed;
Lifeand spirit Thy Word beareth,
All Thy Word istrueindeed.
Death’sdread pow’rinmeisrife;
Jesus, may Thy Word of Life

Fill my soul with love sstrong fervor
That | clingto Theeforever.

\erse 2

Oh, what blessing to be near Thee
Andto hearkento Thy voice;

May | ever loveandfear Thee
That Thy Word may bemy choice!
Oft were hardened sinners, Lord,
Struck with terror by Thy Word;
Buttohimwhofor sngrieveth
Comfort sweet and hopeit giveth.

Verse 3

Lord, Thy wordsarewatersliving
Wherel quench my thirsty need;
Lord, Thy wordsarebread life-giving,
On Thy wordsmy soul doth feed.
Lord, Thy wordsshal bemy light
Through death’svaleand dreary night;
Yea, they aremy sword prevailing
Andmy cup of joy unfailing.

\Verse4

Precious Jesus, | beseech Thee,
May Thy wordstakeroot inme;
May thisgift from heav'nenrichme
Sothat | bear fruit for Thee!
Takethem never frommy heart

Till | sseTheeasThou art,
Wheninheav'nly blissand glory

| shall greet Theeand adore Thee.

Vocabulary Inoneor two words define the following termsfrom the poem.

Versel: heed, beareth, dread, rife, fervor, cling
Verse2: hearken, Oft, grieveth

Verse 3: quench, doth, vale, dreary, prevailing
Verse4: beseech, enrich, bliss, adore

Word Pictures Word picturesisanother way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurative language
helpsusform apicture of what the author istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword pictures mean and,
perhaps, draw your ideaof theimagery or figurative language the author uses!

Versel: I cling

Verse2: hardened sinners, Struck with terror, Comfort sweet
Verse3: quenchmy thirsty need

Verse4: takeroot, bear fruit

Mechanics Verbally discuss

Who isthe speaker?

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’ s character?

| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isit to anyone?



Doesthe poem have asetting?

| sthe poem about aparticular event? Isthe event past or present? If it isabout apast event, doesthe
remembrance of theevent have aparticular meaning to the spesker?

| sthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly?

What point of view or perspectiveisthe speaker?

How did you respond to the poem when you read it thefirst time?

Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

Versel

Towhat Wordistheauthor listening to? How do you know?
What isrifeinthe author?

What istheauthor asking for in thisverse?

\erse 2

Explainand discuss. “what blessingto benear Thee.”

What doesthe author mean by “ hardened sinners’?

What emotion do “hardened sinners’ experience? (Hint: Line6)

Theauthor holdsthat “comfort sweet” isone of therewardsfor thosethat repent. Do you agree/disagree?

Why?

Verse 3

How canwordsquench one'sthirst?

What doesthe author mean by the phrase“ Thy wordsare bread life-giving” ?
Theauthor also sayswordsare“light.” How can thisbe?

Towhat “sword” istheauthor referring?

Verse 4

What, exactly, doesthe author mean by “beseech” inthefirst ling?

Plantsand treestakeroot. Explain how wordstakeroot.

Again, plantsand treesbear fruit. Explainthe phrase“| bear fruit for Thee.” Canyou relatethisconcept
with2 Corinthians 10:5?

What Does the Bible Say?
Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertions or statements madefor each of thefiveversesandthe
refrain.

Compare/ contrast thispoemto thefollowing Scripture verses.

1 Samud 3:10, “ Andthe LORD came, and stood, and called as at other times, Samuel, Samudl. Then
Samuel answered, Speak; for thy servant heareth.”

2 Corinthians 10:5,  Casting down imaginationsand every highthing that exaltethitself against the
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Chrigt.”
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The Author/Poet
Based on what you have studied about this poem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christian or
ahumanist? How did you arriveat your decison?

Theauthor’snamefor thispoem or lyricis Anna Sophiaof Hessen-Darmstadt (1638-1683). Shewasborn
on 17 December 1638, in Marburg, Germany, and died 13 December 1683, in Quedlinburg, Germany.

Geography

L ocate Germany on aglobe, map and atlas.

Challenge Locate Hessen-Darmstadt , Marburg, and Quedlinburgonamap orinanatlas. All arein
Germany.

Compare/contrast theweather in Germany with your own for oneweek.

Makeamed from Germany for your family.
Activities

1) Scavenger Hunt! Gotothelibrary tolearn more about Anna Sophiaof Hessen-Darmstadt (1638-
1683). If possible, discover the story behind thispoem.

2) Makeyour own book! Without making animage of Christ, draw picturesrepesenting each verse.
(Note: that will befour different illustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreadily availableat
home, makeatitle page with the name of the song and the author’ snamewhich will beyour book’s cover.
You may want toillustrate your cover and includethis poem for your book.

3) Writeyour own play! Re-enact withyour siblingsor friendsthe messageinthispoem. 'You may need
tolook to historical personagesand writeastory around that person or you may just want to create a
personinthefuture. Keepitlively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play withsinginga
rousing chorus of thispoem or reading Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour creation.

4) RadioDramal With ahandheld taperecorder, create your own radio show dramatizing the message of
thispoem.

5) Beareporter! Either with your family camcorder or with ahandheld taperecorder, “interview” various
individualsthat havelived up to the message of thispoem (e.g., parents, family members, Alfred the Gredt,
Charlemagne, Oliver Cromwell, Patrick Henry, etc.). Inorder to havethefast paced style of areporter,

watch and/or listen to the newswith your parents’ permission. Keeptheinterviewslively, quick, andtothe

point.

Remain objectivel Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of the
gtuation.
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6) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat
areaof interest and relatethat to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat
physically expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that
helpsto clarify thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Writeastory based on any time period you
desirethat expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsin thekitchen? Makean
ancient meal fromthistime or devel op your own meal that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem
makes.

7) Poster/Card. Createaposter or acard illustrating the message of thispoem.
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