SOUND THE BATTLE CRY Worksheet
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Verse 1
Sound thebattlecry! See, thefoeisnigh;
Raisethe standard high for the Lord; Refrain
Gird your armor on, stand firmevery one;
Rest your cause upon Hisholy Word. Verse3
O! Thou God of dl, hear uswhenwecall,
Refrain Helpusoneanddl by Thy grace;
Rouse, then, soldiers, rally round the banner, Whenthe battle'sdone, and thevict' ry’swon,
Ready, steady, passtheword along; May wewear the crown before Thy face.
Onward, forward, shout aloud Hosanna!
ChristisCaptain of themighty throng. Refrain
\erse 2

Strong to meet thefoe, marching onwego,
Whileour causewe know, must prevail;
Shield and banner bright, gleaminginthelight,
Battling for theright wene er canfail.

Vocabulary Inoneor two words define the following termsfrom the poem.

Verse 1. foe, nigh, Gird

Refrain: Refrain, Rouse, rally, Hosanna, throng
\erse2: prevail, gleaming

Verse3: Thy, grace

Word Pictures Word picturesisanother way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurative language

helpsusform apicture of what the author istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword pictures mean and,
perhaps, draw your ideaof theimagery or figurative language the author uses!

Verse1l: Sound thebattle cry, thefoeisnigh, Raisethe standard high
Refrain: rally round the banner
Verse2: Battling for theright

Mechanics Verbally discuss

Who isthe speaker?

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’ s character?

| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isit to anyone?

Doesthe poem have asetting?

| sthe poem about aparticular event? Isthe event past or present? If itisabout apast event, doesthe
remembrance of theevent have aparticular meaning to the speaker?

Isthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly?



What point of view or perspectiveisthe speaker?
How did you respond to the poem when youread it thefirst time?

Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

Verse 1

What doesit mean to* Sound the battle cry!”?

Discuss“thefoeisnigh.”

What ismeant by “ Raisethe standard high for the L ord” ? How doesthis apply to science? math? history?
literature? grammar? phonics?family life? civics?being aconsumer?art? music?geography? etc.
Explain: “Girdyour armor on, stand firm every one.” Why would thisbeimportant?

What is*Hisholy Word”? Why canwerest onit?

Compare/contrast thisverseto 2 Corinthians 10:5, “ Casting down imaginations, and every highthing that
exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and brining into captivity every thought to the obedience of
Chrig.”

Refrain

Why istheauthor asking thesoldiersto “rouse”? Why would thisbeimportant?

“Rally roundthebanner” meansmorethanapeprally, but rather demonstrates|oyalty, fiddity, and
alegiance. Why would thisbeimportant for soldiers?

Who arethe soldiersinthispoem?

Unfortunately, many today aretempted to sing* Backward Christian Soldiers.” Yet thisauthor joyfully and
cheerful commands*® Onward, forward.” Why?

Why isChrist referred to as* Captain of themighty throng”?

\Verse?2:

Where doesthe strength of the soldier comefrom?

Why must the cause prevail ?

It would seem that the author perceivesthe outcome ascertain. Why?

What isthe* Shield and banner bright” of the soldier?

Didyou noticethe use of thetermne’ er? What doesit mean? Why do you think it was used?
Explainand discuss. “Battling for theright wene er canfail.”

Verse3:

Look uptheterm*“sovereign” inthedictionary. Briefly defineitin 1-2 of your ownwords. Relateyour
definitionto the phrase“ Thou God of all.”

Didyou notethetermvict'ry’s? What doesit mean?

Explain and discuss. “May wewear the crown before Thy face.”

What Does the Bible Say?

Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertionsor statements madefor each of thethreeversesand the
refrain.

What Bible charactersdoesthissong remind you of ? What Bible eventsdoesthissong remind you of ?
Canyou think of other historica eventsthissong may apply to?
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The Author/Poet

Based on what you have studied about this poem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christian or
ahumanist? How did you arriveat your decison?

Theauthor’ snamefor thispoemor lyricisWilliam Fiske Sherwin (1826-1888). Hewasborn 14 March
1826 in Buckland, Massachusettsand died 14 April 1888 in Boston, Massachusetts. Mr. Sherwin studied
music under Lowell Mason and taught at the New England Conservatory of Music.

Didyouthink of this Scripture verse asyou were studying Mr. Sherwin’s poem?

Wherefore take unto you thewhole armour of God, that ye may be ableto withstand intheevil day, and
having doneadll, to stand. (Ephesians6:13)

Geography

L ocate Boston and M assachusetts on aglobe, map and atlas.

Challenge Canyou find Buckland, Massachusetts?

Compare/contrast the weather with these areasand your own for oneweek.
Canyouthink of any foodsor recipesthat arefamousfor M assachusetts?

Activities
1) Read about Gideon and hisfamousbattles. Canyou think of other warrior servantsintheBibleor
during other timesin history? How arethey alike? How arethey different?

2) Makeyour ownbook! Without making animageof Christ, draw picturesrepesenting each verseinthis
poem andtherefrain. (Note: that will befour differentillustrations). With construction paper and other
itemsreadily available at home, make atitle page with the name of the song and the author’snamewhich
will beyour book’scover. Youmay want toillustrate your cover and includethe poem for your book.

3) Makeyour ownplay! Re-enact with your siblings or friendsthe message discussed in thispoem. Keep
itlively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorusof thispoem or
reading Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour creation.

4) RadioDramal Withahandheld taperecorder, create your own radio show dramatizing the historical
event thispoem reported.

5) BeaReporter! Withthelist that you madein Activity #1, interview thoseindividuals (e.g., Patrick
Henry, Gideon, David, GeorgeMason, etc.). Inorder to havethefast paced style of areporter, watch and/
or listento the newswith your parents permission. Keeptheinterviewslively, quick and to the point.

Remainobjective! Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of the
gtudtion.
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6) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat
areaof interest and relatethat to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat
physically expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that
helpsto clarify thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Writeastory based on any time period you
desirethat expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsin thekitchen? Makean
ancient meal fromthistime or devel op your own meal that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem
makes.

7) Poster. Makeacollage of famousheros(e.g., Alfred the Great, Charlemagne, Oliver Cromwell, Sir
FrancisWalsingham, Sir FrancisDrake, €tc.).

8) Movies. Watchthefilm Cromwell (with Richard Harris). Oliver Cromwell, with only 4% of the
population, accomplished agreat dedl inhislife.

9) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary and learn what you can about William Fiske Sherwin and shareit
withyour family. If possible, discover the story behind thispoem.
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