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Verse 1

Whenwewak withtheLordinthelight of His
Word,

What aglory He shedson our way!

Whilewedo Hisgood will, He abideswith ustill,
Andwithall whowill trust and obey.

Refrain
Trust and obey, for there’'sno other way
To be happy with Jesus, but to trust and obey.

Verse2

Not ashadow canrise, not acloudintheskies,
But Hissmilequickly drivesit away;

Not adoubt or afear, not asigh or atear,

Can abidewhilewetrust and obey.

Refrain

\Verse 3

Not aburden we bear, not asorrow we share,
But our toil Hedothrichly repay;

Not agrief or aloss, not afrown or across,
But isblessed if wetrust and obey.

Refrain

Verse4

But we never can provetheddightsof Hislove
Until dl onthedtar welay;

For thefavor He shows, for thejoy He bestows,
Arefor themwhowill trust and obey.

Refrain

\erse5

Theninfelowship sweet wewill St at Hisfeet.
Orwe |l walk by Hissideintheway.

What He sayswewill do, where He sendswewill
go;

Never fear, only trust and obey.

Refrain

Vocabulary Inoneor two words definethe following termsfrom the poem.

Verse1: abides, trust, obey
Verse2: doubt

Verse 3. burden, sorrow, toil
Verse4: dtar, bestows
Verse5: felowship

Word Pictures Word picturesisanother way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurative language
helpsusform apicture of what the author istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword pictures mean and,
perhaps, draw your ideaof theimagery or figurative language the author uses!

Versel: light of Hisword

Verse2: Not ashadow canrise, not acloudintheskies
Verse 3: Not aburdenwe bear, not agrief or aloss, not afrown or across

Verse4: dl onthedtar welay

Verse5: fellowship swest, sit at Hisfeet, walk by Hisside, where He sendswewill go



Mechanics Verbally discuss

Who isthe speaker?

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’ s character?

| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isit to anyone?

Doesthe poem have asetting?

Isthe poem about aparticular event? Isthe event past or present? If it isabout apast event, doesthe
remembrance of theevent have aparticular meaning to the spesker?

| sthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly?

What point of view or perspectiveisthe speaker?

How did you respond to the poem when you read it thefirst time?

Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

Versel

Explain and discuss“Whenwewalk withtheLord inthelight of HisWord.” Doesthismeanweare
physicaly waking Sde-by-sde?

Theauthor statesthat glory isshed. Explain.

Doyou agreewith the author’sassessment? Why?

Refrain
What two things doesthe author recommend the reader to do? Why?
Doyou agreewith the author’sassessment? Why?

Verse2

Isthe author actually or physically talking about shadowsand cloudsinthefirst line? If not, what isthe
author tryingto say?

According to the author, what four things cannot remain if wetrust and obey? (Hint: SeeLine3)
Doyou agreewith the author’sassessment? Why?

\Verse3

According to the author, what threethingsarerichly repaid? (Hint: SeeLines1and?2)
According to the author, what four things are blessed? (Hint: SeeLines3and 4)
Doyou agreewith the author’sassessment? Why?

Verse 4

Discussand explain “Wenever can provetheddightsof Hislove.”

What must bedonefirst?

According to the author, what two things do those that trust and obey receive? (Hint: SeelLine3)
Do you agreewith the author’sassessment? Why?

\Verse 5

What doesthe author mean by fellowship?

Inline 3what two thingswill we do according to the author?
Theauthor saysnever . Why?

Doyou agreewith the author’sassessment? Why?

© 2002 Beverly Schmitt, all rightsreserved



What Does the Bible Say?
Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertions or statements madefor each of thefiveversesand the
refrain.

How doesthe Bible definelove? For Scripture verseshelp, check out thisinternet web page at
http:/AMwww.l ovetol earnplace.com/Specia Days/Va entines/Bible. html

Compare/contrast thispoemwith Psalm 84:11,12, “ For the LORD Godisasun and shield: the LORD will
givegraceand glory: nogood thing will Hewithhold from them that walk uprightly. O LORD of hosts,
blessedistheman that trustethin Thee.”

The Author/Poet
Based on what you have studied about this poem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christian or
ahumanist? How did you arrive at your decision?

Theauthor’snamefor thispoem or lyricis John Henry Sammis(1846-1919). Hewasborn 6 July 1846, in
Brooklyn, New York, and died 12 June 1919, inLosAngeles, Cdifornia. Mr. Sammiswasabusinessman
inLogansport, Indiana. By 1880, hewasordained asaPresbyterian minister servingin Glidden, lowa;
Indianapolis, Indiana; Grandhaven, Michigan, Red Wing, Minnesota; and Sullivan, Indiana. Mr. Sammis
alsotaught at theLosAngelesBibleInstitute.

Geography
Locate Brooklyn, New York, LosAngeles, California, lowa, Indianapalis, Indiana, Michigan, and
Minnesotaon aglobe, map and atlas.

Challenge Locate Glidden (lowa), Grandhaven (Michigan), Red Wing (Minnesota), Sullivan (Indiana), and
Logansport (Indiana) onamap or in an atlas.

Compare/contrast the weather with these areas and your own for one week.

Makeameal fromoneor all of the above placesfor your family.

Activities

1) Read about Gideon and Joshua. Did they trust and obey?

2) Makeyour own book! Without making animage of Christ, draw pictures repesenting each verse and
therefrain. (Note: that will besix different illustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreadily
availableat home, make atitle page with the name of the song and the author’snamewhich will beyour
book’scover. You may want toillustrate your cover and includethispoeminyour book.

3) Makeyour own play! Re-enact with your siblingsor friendsthe event discussed in thispoem. Keepit

lively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorusof thispoemor
reading Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour creation.
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4) RadioDramal Withahandheld taperecorder, create your own radio show dramatizing the historical
event thispoem reported.

5) BeaReporter! Either withyour family camcorder or with ahandheld taperecorder, “interview” various
individuasthispoemimpacts (e.g., mothers/fathers, statesmen, theol ogians, scientists, authors, heads of
nations,bankers, postmen, firemen, policemen, soldiers, etc.). Inorder to havethefast paced styleof a
reporter, watch and/or listento the newswith your parents’ permission. Keeptheinterviewslively, quick,
andtothepoint. Remain objectivel Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your
opinion of thestuation.

6) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat
areaof interest and relatethat to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat
physically expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that
helpsto clarify thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Writeastory based on any time period you
desirethat expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsin thekitchen? Makean
ancient meal fromthistime or devel op your own meal that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem
makes.

7) Poster. Createaposter illustrating theimportance of Trust and Obey.

8) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary to learn what you can about John Henry Sammisand shareit with
your family. If possible, discover the story behind thispoem.
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