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The Magna Carta
1215

JOHN, by the grace of God King of England, Lord of I reland, Duke of Normandy and Aquitaine,
and Count of Anjou, to hisarchbishops, bishops, abbots, earls, barons, justices, foresters, sheriffs, stewards,
servants, andto al hisofficialsand loya subjects, Greeting.

KNOW THAT BEFORE GOD, for the health of our soul and those of our ancestorsand heirs, to the
honour of God, the exaltation of the holy Church, and the better ordering of our kingdom, at the advice of our
reverend fathers Stephen, archbishop of Canterbury, primateof al England, and cardinal of theholy Roman
Church, Henry archbishop of Dublin, William bishop of London, Peter bishop of Winchester, Jocelin bishop
of Bath and Glastonbury, Hugh bishop of Lincoln, Walter Bishop of Worcester, William bishop of Coventry,
Benedict bishop of Rochester, Master Pandulf subdeacon and member of the papal household, Brother
Aymeric magter of theknighthood of the Templein England, William Marshal earl of Pembroke, William earl
of Salisbury, William earl of Warren, William earl of Arundel, Alan de Galloway constable of Scotland,
Warin Fitz Gerad, Peter Fitz Herbert, Hubert de Burgh senescha of Poitou, Hugh de Neville, Matthew Fitz
Herbert, Thomas Basset, Alan Basset, Philip Daubeny, Robert de Roppel ey, John Marshal, John Fitz Hugh,
and other loyal subjects:

(1) FIRST, THAT WEHAVE GRANTED TO GOD, and by thispresent charter have confirmed for
usand our heirsin per petuity, that the English Church shall befree, and shal haveitsrightsundiminished,
and itslibertiesunimpaired. That wewish thisso to be observed, appearsfrom thefact that of our ownfree
will, beforethe outbreak of the present dispute between us and our barons, we granted and confirmed by
charter thefreedom of the Church'selections- aright reckoned to be of the greatest necessity and importance
toit - and caused thisto be confirmed by Pope Innocent 111. Thisfreedom we shall observe ourselves, and
desireto be observed in good faith by our heirsin perpetuity.

TOALL FREE MEN OF OUR KINGDOM wehavealso granted, for usand our heirsfor ever, al
thelibertieswritten out below, to have and to keep for them and their heirs, of usand our heirs:

(2) If any earl, baron, or other person that holdslandsdirectly of the Crown, for military service, shal
die, and at hisdeath hisheir shal beof full ageand owea ‘relief', theheir shal have hisinheritance on payment
of theancient scale of “relief'. That isto say, the heir or heirsof an earl shall pay £100 for theentireearl's
barony, theheir or heirsof aknight 100s. at most for the entireknight's “fee', and any man that oweslessshall
pay less, in accordancewith theancient usage of ‘fees

(3) Butif the heir of such apersonisunder age and awar d, when he comesof agehe shall havehis
inheritancewithout “relief' or fine.

(4) Theguardian of theland of an heir who isunder age shall takefromit only reasonabler evenues,
customary dues, and feudal services. He shall do thiswithout destruction or damageto men or property. If we
have given the guardianship of theland to asheriff, or to any person answerableto usfor therevenues, and he
commitsdestruction or damage, wewill exact compensation from him, and theland shal beentrusted to two
worthy and prudent men of the same “fee', who shall be answerableto usfor therevenues, or to the personto
whomwe haveassigned them. If we have given or sold to anyonethe guardianship of such land, and he causes
destruction or damage, he shall losethe guardianship of it, and it shall be handed over to two worthy and
prudent men of thesame “fee', who shall besmilarly answerabletous.



(5) For solong asaguardian has guardianship of such land, he shall maintain the houses, parks, fish
preserves, ponds, mills, and everything e sepertainingtoit, from therevenuesof thelanditself. Whentheheir
comesof age, he shall restore thewholeland to him, stocked with plough teams and such implements of
husbandry asthe season demands and the revenuesfrom theland can reasonably bear.

(6) Heirsmay begiveninmarriage, but not to someone of lower socia standing. Beforeamarriage
takesplace, it shall be' made knownto the heir's next-of-kin.

(7) At her husband's death, awidow may have her marriage portion and inheritance at once and
without trouble. She shall pay nothing for her dower , marriage portion, or any inheritance that she and her
husband heldjointly on the day of hisdeath. Shemay remainin her husband'shousefor forty daysafter his
death, and withinthis period her dower shall beassignedto her.

(8) Nowidow shall be compelled to marry, so long as she wishesto remain without ahusband. But
shemust give secur ity that shewill not marry without royal consent, if she holds her lands of the Crown, or
without the consent of whatever other lord she may hold them of .

(9) Neither wenor our officialswill seizeany land or rent in payment of adebt, so long asthe debtor
has movable goodssufficient to dischargethedebt. A debtor's suretiesshall not bedistrained upon solong as
thedebtor himsalf can dischar gehisdebt. If, for lack of means, the debtor isunableto dischargehisdebt, his
suretiesshall beanswerablefor it. If they so desire, they may havethe debtor'slandsand rentsuntil they have
received satisfaction for the debt that they paid for him, unlessthe debtor can show that he has settled his
obligationstothem.

(10) If anyonewho hasborrowed asum of money from Jewsdiesbeforethedebt hasbeenrepaid, his
heir shall pay nointerest onthe debt for solong asheremainsunder age, irr espective of whom heholdshis
lands. If such adebt falsinto thehandsof the Crown, it will take nothing except the principal sum specifiedin
thebond.

(12) If aman diesowing money to Jews, hiswife may have her dower and pay nothing towardsthe
debt fromit. If heleaveschildren that are under age, their needsmay also be provided for on ascae gppropriate
tothesizeof hisholding of lands. Thedebt isto be paid out of ther esidue, reserving the servicedueto his
feudal lords. Debts owed to personsother than Jewsareto bedeat with similarly.

(12) No "scutage or “aid' may belevied in our kingdom without itsgeneral consent, unlessitisfor the
ransom of our person, to make our eldest son aknight, and (once) to marry our eldest daughter. For these
purposesouly areasonable “aid' may belevied. "Aids fromthecity of London areto betreated smilarly.

(13) Thecity of London shall enjoy all itsancient libertiesand free customs, both by land and by water.
Wea sowill and grant that all other cities, boroughs, towns, and portsshall enjoy all their libertiesand free
customs.

(14) To obtain the genera consent of therealm for the assessment of an'aid’ - except inthethree cases
specified above - or a”scutage', wewill cause the archbishops, bishops, abbots, earls, and greater baronsto
be summonedindividualy by letter. Tothosewho hold landsdirectly of uswewill causeagenera summonsto
beissued, through the sheriffsand other officials, to cometogether on afixed day (of which at least forty days
notice shall begiven) and at afixed place. Inal lettersof summons, the cause of the summonswill be stated.
When asummons has been issued, the busi ness appointed for the day shall go forwardinaccor dancewiththe
resolution of those present, evenif not al thosewho were summoned have appeared.

(15) Infuturewewill alow no onetolevy an “aid' from hisfree men, except to ransom hisperson, to
make hiseldest son aknight, and (once) to marry hiseldest daughter. For these purposesonly areasonable
“aid' may belevied.
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(16) No man shall beforced to perform more servicefor aknight's “fee, or other free holding of land,
thanisduefromit.

(17) Ordinary lawsuitsshall not follow theroyal court around, but shall be heldinafixed place.

(18) Inquestsof novel disseisin, mort d'ancestor, and dar rein presentment shall betakenonly in
their proper county court. We ourselves, or in our absence abroad our chief justice, will send two justicesto
each county four timesayear, and thesejustices, with four knights of the county elected by the county itself,
shall hold the assizesin the county court, onthe day and in the place where the court meets.

(29) If any assizes cannot betaken on the day of the county court, as many knightsand freeholders
shdll afterwardsremain behind, of those who have attended the court, aswill sufficefor the administration of
justice, having regard to the volume of businessto bedone.

(20) For atrivial offence, afreeman shal befined only inproportion tothedegree of hisoffence, and
for aseriousoffence correspondingly, but not so heavily asto deprive him of hislivelihood. Inthesameway, a
merchant shall be spared hismerchandise, and ahusbandman theimplementsof hishusbandry, if they fal upon
themercy of aroya court. Noneof thesefinesshall beimposed except by the assessment on oath of reputable
men of the neighbourhood.

(21) Earlsand barons shall befined only by their equals, and in proportion to the gravity of their
offence.

(22) A fineimposed upon thelay property of aclerk in holy ordersshall be assessed upon the same
principles, without referenceto the value of hisecclesiastical benefice.

(23) No town or person shall be forced to build bridges over rivers except those with an ancient
obligationto do so.

(24) No sheriff, constable, cor oner's, or other royal officialsareto hold lawsuitsthat should beheld by
theroya justices.

(25) Every county, hundred, wapentake, and tithing shall remain at itsancient rent, without increase,
except theroyal demesne manors.

(26) If at the death of aman who holdsalay “fee' of the Crown, asheriff or royal official produces
royd letterspatent of summonsfor adebt dueto the Crown, it shall belawful for themto seizeand list movable
goodsfoundinthelay “fee of thedead man to the value of the debt, asassessed by worthy men. Nothing shall
beremoved until thewholedebt ispaid, when theresidue shall be given over to theexecutorsto carry out the
dead man swill. If no debt isdueto the Crown, al the movable goods shall beregarded asthe property of the
dead man, except the reasonabl e shares of hiswifeand children.

(27) If afreeman diesintestate, his movable goods are to be distributed by his next-of-kin and
friends, under the supervision of the Church. Therightsof hisdebtorsareto be preserved.

(28) No constable or other royd officia shal takecorn or other movable goodsfrom any man without
immediate payment, unlessthe seller voluntarily offerspostponement of this.

(29) No constable may compel aknight to pay money for castle-guard if the knight iswilling to
undertaketheguardin person, or with reasonable excuseto supply someother fit mantodoit. A knight taken
or sent on military service shall be excused from castle-guard for the period of thisservice.

(30) No sheriff, royal official, or other person shall take horses or cartsfor transport from any free
man, without hisconsent.

(31) Neither wenor any royal officia will takewood for our castle, or for any other purpose, without
the consent of the owner.

(32) Wewill not keep thelands of peopl e convicted of felony in our hand for longer than ayear and a
day, after which they shall bereturned to thelords of the “fees concerned.
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(33) All fish-weirs shall be removed from the Thames, the Medway, and throughout the whol e of
England, except onthe seacoast.

(34) Thewrit called precipe shal not in future beissued to anyonein respect of any holding of land, if
afree man could thereby bedeprived of theright of trial in hisown lord'scourt.

(35) Thereshall be standard measures of wine, ale, and corn (the London quarter), throughout the
kingdom. There shall also beastandard width of dyed cloth, russett, and haberject, namely two ellswithinthe
selvedges. Weightsareto be standardised smilarly.

(36) Infuture nothing shall be paid or accepted for theissueof awrit of inquisition of lifeor limbs. It
shall begivengratis, and not refused.

(37) If aman holdsland of the Crown by “fee-farm’, “socage', or "burgage', and also holdsland of
someonee sefor knight'sservice, wewill not have guardianship of hisheir, nor of theland that belongstothe
other person's ‘fee, by virtue of the “fee-farm’, “socage’, or "burgage, unlessthe fee-farm' owesknight's
service. Wewill not havethe guardianship of aman'sheir, or of land that he holds of someoneelse, by reason
of any small property that he may hold of the Crown for aserviceof knives, arrows, or thelike.

(38) Infutureno official shall placeaman ontrial upon hisown unsupported statement, without
producing crediblewitnessesto thetruth of it.

(39) Nofreeman shall be seized or imprisoned, or stripped of hisrightsor possessions, or outlawed
or exiled, or deprived of hisstanding in any other way, nor will we proceed with force against him, or send
othersto do so, except by thelawful judgement of hisequalsor by thelaw of theland.

(40) Tono onewill wesdll, to no onedeny or delay right or justice.

(41) All merchants may enter or leave England unharmed and without fear, and may stay or travel
withinit, by land or water, for purposesof trade, freefromal illegal exactions, in accordancewith ancient and
lawful customs. This, however, doesnot apply intimeof war to merchantsfrom acountry that isat war with us.
Any such merchantsfound in our country at the outbreak of war shall be detained without injury to their
personsor property, until weor our chief justice have discovered how our own merchantsarebeing treated in
the country at war with us. If our own merchants are safethey shall be safetoo.

(42) Infutureit shal belawful for any mantoleaveand return to our kingdom unharmed and without
fear, by land or water, preserving hisallegianceto us, except in time of war, for some short period, for the
common benefit of the rem. Peoplethat have beenimprisoned or outlawed in accordance with thelaw of the
land, peoplefrom acountry that isat war with us, and merchants- who shall bededlt with asstated above- are
excepted fromthisprovision.

(43) If aman holds lands of any “escheat' such as the "honour' of Wallingford, Nottingham,
Boulogne, Lancaster, or of other “eschesats in our hand that are baronies, at hisdeath hisheir shal giveus
only the'relief' and servicethat hewould have madeto the baron, had the barony beeninthebaron'shand. We
will hold the "eschesat' in the same manner asthebaron heldiit.

(44) Peoplewho live outsidetheforest need not in future appear beforetheroyal justices of theforest
inanswer to general summonses, unlessthey areactually involvedin proceedingsor are suretiesfor someone
who hasbeen seized for aforest offence.

(45) Wewill appoint asjustices, constables, sheriffs, or other officials, only men that know the law of
therealm and areminded to keepit well.

(46) All baronswho havefounded abbeys, and have charters of English kingsor ancient tenureas
evidenceof this, may have guardianship of them whenthereisno abbot, asistheir due.

(47) All foreststhat have been created in our reign shall at once be disafforested. River-banksthat
have been enclosed inour reign shall betreated similarly.
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(48) All evil customsrdating toforestsand warrens, foresters, warreners, sheriffsand their servants,
or river-banksand their wardens, are at onceto beinvestigated in every county by twelve sworn knightsof the
county, and withinforty daysof their enquiry theevil cussomsareto be abolished completely andirrevocably.
But we, or our chief justiceif wearenot in England, arefirst to beinformed.

(49) Wewill at oncereturnall hostagesand chartersdelivered up to usby Englishmen assecurity for
peaceor for loyal service.

(50) Wewill remove completely from their officesthekinsmen of Gerard de Athée, and in futurethey
shdl hold no officesin England. The peoplein question are Engelard de Cigogné, Peter, Guy, and Andrew de
Chanceaux, Guy de Cigogné, Geoffrey de Martigny and hisbrothers, Philip Marc and hisbrothers, with
Geoffrey hisnephew, and dl their followers.

(51) Assoon aspeaceisrestored, wewill removefromthekingdom all theforeign knights, bowmen,
their attendants, and themer cenariesthat have cometoit, toitsharm, with horsesand arms.

(52) To any manwhom we have deprived or dispossessed of lands, castles, liberties, or rights, without
thelawful judgement of hisequas, wewill a oncerestorethese. In casesof disputethe matter shall beresolved
by the judgement of the twenty-five baronsreferred to below in the clausefor securing the peace (§ 61). In
cases, however, whereaman was deprived or dispossessed of something without thelawful judgement of his
equalsby our father King Henry or our brother King Richard, and it remainsin our handsor isheld by others
under our warranty, we shal have respitefor the period commonly alowed to Crusaders, unlessalawsuit had
been begun, or an enquiry had been made at our order, beforewetook the CrossasaCrusader. Onour return
from the Crusade, or if weabandonit, wewill at oncerender justiceinfull.

(53) We shall have similar respite in rendering justice in connexion with forests that are to be
disafforested, or toremain forests, when thesewerefirst aforested by our father Henry or our brother Richard;
with the guardianship of landsin another person's fee', when we have hitherto had thisby virtue of a fee' held
of usfor knight'sservice by athird party; and with abbeysfounded in another person's ‘fee, inwhichthelord
of the ‘fee' claimsto own aright. On our return from the Crusade, or if weabandonit, wewill at once do full
justiceto complaintsabout these matters.

(54) No one shall be arrested or imprisoned on the appeal of awoman for the death of any person
except her husband.

(55) All finesthat have been given to usunjustiy and against thelaw of theland, and al finesthat we
have exacted unjustly, shal beentirely remitted or thematter decided by amajority judgement of the twenty-
fivebaronsreferred to below inthe clausefor securing the peace (8 61) together with Stephen, archbishop of
Canterbury, if he can be present, and such others as he wishesto bring with him. If the archbishop cannot be
present, proceedingsshall continuewithout him, provided thet if any of thetwenty-fivebaronshasbeeninvolved
inasmilar suit himsdf, hisjudgement shall be set asde, and someonee sechosen and swornin hisplace, asa
subgtitutefor the singleoccasion, by therest of the twenty-five.

(56) If we have deprived or dispossessed any Welshmen of lands, liberties, or anythingelsein England
or in Wales, without thelawful judgement of their equals, these are at onceto bereturned to them. A dispute
onthispoint shal bedeterminedintheMarchesby thejudgement of equals. Englishlaw shdl apply to holdings
of land in England, Welsh law to thosein Wales, and the law of the Marchesto thosein the Marches. The
Welsh shall treat usand oursin the sasmeway.
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(57) In caseswhereaWe shman was deprived or digpossessed of anything, without thelawful judgement
of hisequals, by our father King Henry or our brother King Richard, and it remainsin our handsor isheld by
othersunder our warranty, we shall have respite for the period commonly allowed to Crusaders, unlessa
lawsuit had been begun, or an enquiry had been made at our order, before wetook the CrossasaCrusader.
But onour return fromthe Crusade, or if we abandonit, wewill at oncedo full justiceaccording to thelaws of
Walesand thesaid regions.

(58) Wewill at oncereturntheson of LIywelyn, all Welsh hostages, and the chartersdeliveredtousas
security for the peace.

(59) Withregard to thereturn of the sistersand hostages of Alexander, king of Scotland, hisliberties
and hisrights, wewill treat himin the sameway asour other barons of England, unlessit appearsfromthe
chartersthat we hold from hisfather William, formerly king of Scotland, that he should betreated otherwise.
Thismatter shall beresolved by thejudgement of hisequalsin our court.

(60) All these customsand libertiesthat we have granted shal | be observed in our kingdominsofar as
concernsour own relationswith our subjects. L et al men of our kingdom, whether clergy or laymen, observe
themsmilarly intheir relationswith their own men.

(61) SNCEWE HAVE GRANTED ALL THESE THINGSfor God, for the better ordering of our
kingdom, and to allay the discord that has arisen between us and our barons, and since we desirethat they
shdl beenjoyedintheir entirety, with lasting strength, for ever, we give and grant to the baronsthefollowing
Security:

Thebaronsshall elect twenty-five of their number to keep, and cause to be observed with al their
might, the peace and liberties granted and confirmed to them by thischarter.

If we, our chief justice, our officias, or any of our servants offend in any respect against any man, or
transgressany of thearticlesof the peace or of thissecurity, and the offenceismadeknowntofour of thesaid
twenty-fivebarons, they shall cometo us- or in our absence from thekingdom to the chief justice- to declare
itand clamimmediateredress. If we, or in our absence abroad the chiefjustice, makenor edr esswithinforty
days, reckoning fromthe day on which the offencewasdeclared to usor to him, thefour baronsshall refer the
meatter to therest of thetwenty-five barons, who may distr ain upon and assail usin every way possible, with
the support of the whole community of theland, by seizing our castles, lands, possessions, or anything else
saving only our own person and those of the queen and our children, until they have secured such redressas
they have determined upon. Having secured theredress, they may thenresumetheir normal obedienceto us.

Any manwho so desiresmay take an oath to obey the commands of the twenty-five baronsfor the
achievement of theseends, and tojoin with themin assailing usto the utmost of his power. Wegive public and
free permissonto takethisoath to any manwho so desires, and at notimewill we prohibit any man fromtaking
it. Indeed, wewill compel any of our subjectswho areunwilling totakeit to Swear it at our command.

If-one of the twenty-five barons diesor leavesthe country, or is prevented in any other way from
discharging hisduties, therest of them shall choose another baronin hisplace, at their discretion, who shal be
duly swornin asthey were.

Intheevent of disagreement among thetwenty-five baronson any matter referred tothem for decision,
theverdict of themaority present shall have the samevalidity asaunanimousver dict of thewholetwenty-
five, whether thesewereall present or some of those summoned were unwilling or unableto appear.
Thetwenty-five baronsshall swear to obey al theabovearticlesfaithfully, and shall causethem to be obeyed
by othersto the best of their power.
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Wewill not seek to procure from anyone, either by our own efforts or those of athird party, anything
by which any part of theseconcessionsor liberties might be revoked or diminished. Should such athing be
procured, it shal benull and void and wewill a notimemakeuseof it, either ourselvesor through athird party.

(62) We have remitted and pardoned fully to all men any ill-will, hurt, or grudgesthat have arisen
between usand our subjects, whether clergy or laymen, sincethebeginning of thedispute. Wehavein addition
remitted fully, and for our own part have also pardoned, to al clergy and laymen any offencescommitted asa
result of the said dispute between Easter in the sixteenth year of our reign and therestoration of peace.

In addition we have caused | etters patent to be madefor the barons, bearing witnessto this security
and to the concessions set out above, over the seal s of Stephen archbishop of Canterbury, Henry archbishop
of Dublin, the other bishops named above, and Master Pandulf.

(63) ITISACCORDINGLY OURWISH AND COMMAND that the English Church shdl befree,
and that menin our kingdom shall haveand keep dl theseliberties, rights, and concessions, well and peaceably
intheir fulnessand entirety for them and their heirs, of usand our heirs, inal thingsand all placesfor ever.

Both we and the barons have sworn that all thisshall be observed in good faith and without deceit.
Witnessthe abovementioned people and many others.

Given by our hand inthe meadow that i s called Runnymede, between Windsor and Staines, on thefifteenth
day of Juneinthe seventeenth year of our reign.

Geography
(1) Locatethefollowing geographical placesonamap, globe, and atlas. (2) Compare/Contrast the weather

from these areas with your own for oneweek. (3) Makeameal from one or more of these areasfor your
family.

England, Aquitaine, Irdland, Anjou, Normandy, Canterbury, Dublin, London, Winchester, Bath,
Glastonbury, Lincoln, Worcester, Coventry, Rochester, Pembroke, Salisbury, Scotland, Thames, Medway,
Wallingford, Nottingham, Boulogne, Lancaster, Wales, Runnymede, Staines

Vocabulary
Definethefollowingin 1-2words. (Keepit asbrief aspossible)

exaltation, primate, perpetuity, undiminished, ward, revenues, feuda , exact compensation, prudent,
pertaining, husbandry, next-of-kin, dower, compelled, security, sufficient, discharge, sureties, obligations,
irrespective, residue, levied, accordance, resolution, Inquests, novel disseisin, darrein presentment, assizes,
trivid, proportion, ecclesiastical benefice, coroners, intestate, gratis, alegiance, tenure, irrevocably,
mercenaries, respite, remitted, alay, transgress, redress, distrain, assail, unanimousverdict, concessions,
patent

Compr ehension/Discussion/Research Questions

1. What does Magna Chartamean?

2. Why so you think the Magna Charta starts out with, "JOHN, by the grace of God King"?What isthe
meaning of thisphrase?
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3. Why doesthe Magna Chartaidentify so many of King John'stitlesand thelandsherules?
4. Why arethe church leaders and the geographical areaswherethey serveidentified?
5. Why arethebaronsidentified by name?

6. Why wasitimportant to declarethat the" English Church shdl befree, and shdl haveitsrightsundiminished,
anditslibertiesunimpaired”? (Hint: Arethecivil rightsof acountry'scitizens securedif the visible Church, an embassy
of another kingdom, not held inviolate?)

7. Most of the clauses of the Magna Chartahave to do with securing property and unlawful taxation. Why?
Canyou giveany Scriptural supportsto assist inthebaron'sassertion?

8. What kingsof England are mentioned in thisdocument? King(s) of Scotland? King(s) of Wales?
9. Why doesthe Magna Chartareiterate toward the end of the document "the English Church shal befreg"?

10. What isthelocation and date of the meeting of the Magna Charta?
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