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Versel Refrain

Rescuethe perishing, carefor thedying,

Snatchtheminpity fromsinandthegrave; Verse3

Weep 0" er theerring one, lift upthefallen, Downinthe human heart, crushed by thetempter,

Tell them of Jesus, themighty to save. Fedingslieburied that grace can restore;
Touched by aloving heart, wakened by kindness,

Refrain Chordsthat were brokenwill vibrate once more.

Rescuethe perishing, carefor thedying,

Jesusismerciful, Jesuswill save. Refrain

\Verse2 Verse 4

Thoughthey aredighting Him, still Heiswaiting, Rescuethe perishing, duty demandsit;

Waiting the penitent child toreceive; Strength for thy labor the Lord will provide;

Pead with them earnestly, plead with them gently; Back to the narrow way patiently win them;

Hewill forgiveif they only believe. Tell the poor wand' rer aSavior hasdied.

Vocabulary

Inoneor two words definethefollowing termsfrom the poem.

\ersel: perishing, o'er, erring

\erse2: dighting, penitent

\erse 3. tempter, restore, chords, vibrate
\Verse4. duty, wand'rer

Word Pictures Word picturesis another way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurative language helps
usformapictureof what theauthor istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword picturesmean and, perhaps,
without drawing picturesof Chrigt, illustrate your ideaof theimagery or figurativelanguage the author uses!

\Verse1: snatchthem

\Verse2: penitent child

Verse 3: human heart crushed by thetempter
Verse4: strength for thy labor, tell the poor wand' rer

Mechanics Verbally discuss
Who isthe speaker? (Does the speaker have a specific personality or has the author remained in the
background so the message of the poemwill bemore clear?)

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’scharacter? (Sometimes, poemsreveal nothing about the
speaker’s personal thoughts, feelings, or attitudes. Yet, the poem may demonstratethose character traitsthat
areimportant to the author like courage, loyalty, perserverance, etc.)

| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isitto anyone? (Sometimespoemsare not directed
to anyonein particular, but to anyonethat may readit.)



Doesthepoem havea setting? (Doesthe author tell where the poem occurs? Isthe poem about aspecific
event?)

| sthe poem about a particular event? (Isthe event past or present? If it isabout a past event, doesthe
remembrance of the event have aparticular meaning to the speaker?)

| sthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly? (Some poemsare straightforward and are meant
tobetakenliteraly. Insongs, thethememay bepresentedintherefrainorinthelast few lines. Sometimesthe
themeisalittlebit moredifficult to discern asit ismadewith figurativelanguage or symbols.)

How did you respond to the poem when you read it thefirst time?

What point of view or perspective isthe speaker? (What meaning do you think the poem has for the
author?)

How did you respond to the poem when you read it the first time? (Did your thoughts and feelings
changeafter you took timeto study it?)

Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

Verse 1. What does the authormean by “rescue the perishing”? How do Christian schools “rescue the
perishing”? Discuss. Doesthe author mean actually meanto “Weep o’ er theerring one” or isthe author
referring to presenting the perishing in prayer asindicated by “ lift up thefallen”

Verse2: Discusswhat the author meansby “dighting Him” ? What isHewaiting for? Discuss: Shouldwebe
pleading or asking theHoly Spririt toallow thesinner believe?

Verse 3: Whoisthetempter? Discussinwhat waysthe tempter crushesthe sinner? Can the thoughtsand
feelingsof thesinner berestored? Explain and discuss. “ Chordsthat were brokenwill vibrate once more.”
Verse 4. Whatdoesduty demand?Who providesthe strength for thislabor? Who arewetotell? How does
alternative educatin (i.e., homeschooling and Christian private schooling) prepareaChristianwarrior for this
task?

After reading this poem, what character traitsdid you think of ? What doesthe Bible have to say about
these character traits?

What Does the Bible Say?

Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertions or statementsmade for each of thefour versesand the
refran

Discussthispoeminlight of the Cultural Mandate, the Dominion Mandate and the Great Commission

Cultural Mandate (what God said to Adam and Eve) ... And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and
multiply, andfill thewatersinthe seas, and let fowl multiply intheearth. (Genesis 1:28)

Dominion Mandate (what God said to Noah after the Flood) ... And God blessed Noah and hissons, and said
unto them, Befruitful, and multiply, and replenishthe earth. (Genesis9:1)
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Great Commission (Jesus command that reaffirmed the Cultural and Dominion Mandates) ... And Jesuscame
and spake unto them, saying, All power isgiven unto Mein heaven andin earth. Go yetherefore, and teach al
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching themto
observeall thingswhatsoever | have commanded you: and, o, | amwith you alway, even unto theend of the
world. Amen. (Matthew 18:18-20)

The Author/Poet

Based on what you have studied about this poem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christian or a
humanist? How did you arriveat your decision?

Thispoem or lyric was written by Frances Jane (Fanny) Crosby (1820-1915). Shewasborn 24 March
1820, in Putnam County, New York, and died 12 February 1915, in Bridgeport, Connecticut. At Six weeks,
Fanny was blinded by an incompetent doctor, but that did not deter her from writing over 8000

Chrigtian songs.

Shewrote under many pseudonyms(e.g., CoraAdrienne, Fannie JaneAlstyne, A. E. Andrews, JamesApple,
AliceArmstrong, RoseAtherton, Carrie Bell, Catherine Bethune, JamesBlack, JamesL Black, JamesM.
Black, HenriettaBlair, Florence Booth, Charles Bruce, Robert Bruce, CharlesBurns, Mary Carlston, Leah
Carlton, Fannie Church, Eleanor Craddock, Lyman G. Culyer, EllaDae, FloraDayton, D.D., D.D.R., Ryan
A.Dykes, RianA. Dykes, JamesEliot, Lizzie Edmonds, Lizzie Edwards, FA.N., FJ.C, FJV.A., Fannie,
Fanny, Mrs. Edna Forrest, Carrie Frances, GraceJ. Frances, Lillian G Frances, S. Trevor Frances, Victoria
Frances, Jenny Garnet, JennieGlen, Frank Gould, Mrs. Kate Grinley, GW.W.,Ruth Harmon, CarrieHawthorn,
Frances Hope, Frances Hops, Annie James, Mary James, Sarah James, J.F.O., JW.W., Myra Judson,
MarthaLankton, H.N. Lincoln, W. Robert Lindsay, L.L.A., MinnieB. Lowry, Maud Marion, S. Martin,
SdlieMartin, Sam Martin, LauraMiller, A. Montieth, AliceMontieth, EdnaL. Park, Mrs. L.C. Prentice, Mrs.
Kate Smiling, SalieA. Smith, Sallie E. Smith, Sally Smith, Sam Smith, J.L. Sterling, JuliaSterling, Ryan
Sterling, VictoriaSterling, VictoriaStewart, | da Scott Taylor, The Children’sFriend, Louise W. Tilden, Mary
Tilden, Jenny V., Mrs. VanA., FannieVanAlstyne, Fannie JaneVanAlstyne, Mrs. VanAlstyne, Mrs. Alexander
VanAlstyne, Viola, ZemiraWallace, CarrieWilson, Mrs. C.M. Wilson, ##, ###, ‘** ,and ***).

Why do you think shewrote under so many pseudonyms?

Geography
Locate New York and Bridgeport (Connecticut) onaglobe, map and atlas.

Challenge Locate Putnam County (New York) onamap or in an atlas.

Compare/contrast the weather of New York and/or Connecticut with your own for oneweek.
Makeameal from either New York or Connecticut for your family.

Activities

1) Makeyour own book! Without making animageof Christ, draw picturesrepesenting each verseand the
refrain. (Note: that will befivedifferent illugtrations). With construction paper and other itemsreadily available
at home, make atitle page with the name of the song and the author’ snamewhich will be your book’scover.
You may want toillustrate your cover and includethispoemin your book.
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2) Makeyour ownplay! Re-enact with your siblingsor friendsthe message discussed inthispoem. Keepit
lively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorusof thispoem or reading
Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour creation.

3) Radio Dramal With ahandheld taperecorder, createyour own radio show dramatizing the message of this
poem.

4) BeaReporter! Either withyour family camcorder or with ahandheld taperecorder, “interview” various
individua sthispoem couldillustrate (e.g., family members, Oliver Cromwell, George Mason, Patrick Henry,
AlfredtheGreat, etc.). Inorder to havethefast paced style of areporter, watch and/or listento the newswith
your parents’ permission. Keep theinterviewslively, quick, and to the point.

Remainobjective! Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of the situation.

5) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat area
of interest and relate that to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat physicaly
expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that hel psto clarify
thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Write astory based on any time period you desirethat expresses
the sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsinthekitchen? Makean ancient med fromthistime
or develop your own meal that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem makes.

6) Poster. Createaposter illustrating thethe author’ sview of theimpact of Rescuethe Perishing?

7) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary tolearn what you can about Frances Jane (Fanny) Crosby (1820-1915)
and shareit withyour family. If possible, discover the story behind thispoem.
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