Seven Deadly Sins: Envy / Covetousness
© Beverly Schmitt, All Rights Reserved

Envy = resentment against another’s success

A. Envy characterized as

Powerful ... Proverbs 27:4

Wrath is cruel, and anger is outrageous; but who is able to stand before
envy?

Dominant in unregenerate ... Romans 1:29

Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness,
maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers,

Of the flesh ... Galatians 5:21

Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which | tell
you before, as | have also told you in time past, that they which do such
things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

Source of evil ... 1 Timothy 6:4

He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of words,
whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings,

B. Evil of envy among Christians
Sign of carnality ... Romans 13:13

Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in
chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying.
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Source of trouble ... 2 Corinthians 12:20,21

For | fear, lest, when | come, | shall not find you such as | would, and that I shall be
found unto you such as ye would not: lest there be debates, envyings, wraths,
strifes, backbitings, whisperings, swellings, tumults: And lest, when | come again,
my God will humble me among you, and that | shall bewail many which have sinned
already, and have not repented of the uncleanness and fornication and
lasciviousness which they have committed.

Slows growth ... 1 Peter 2:1, 2

Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all
evil speakings, As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may
grow thereby:

Inconsistent ... James 3:14

But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against
the truth.

C. Examples of envy

Cain ... Genesis 4:5

But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and
his countenance fell.

Philistines ... Genesis 26:14

For he had possession of flocks, and possession of herds, and great store of
servants: and the Philistines envied him.

Joseph’s brothers ... Genesis 37:5, 11

And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it his brethren: and they hated him yet
the more. And his brethren envied him; but his father observed the saying.
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Joshua ... Numbers 11:28, 29

And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of Moses, one of his young men, answered
and said, My lord Moses, forbid them. And Moses said unto him, Enviest thou for
my sake? would God that all the LORD’S people were prophets, and that the LORD
would put his spirit upon them!

Aaron & Miriam ... Numbers 16:3

And they gathered themselves together against Moses and against Aaron, and said
unto them, Ye take too much upon you, seeing all the congregation are holy, every
one of them, and the LORD is among them: wherefore then lift ye up yourselves
above the congregation of the LORD?

Korah ... Numbers 16:3

And they gathered themselves together against Moses and against Aaron, and said
unto them, Ye take too much upon you, seeing all the congregation are holy, every
one of them, and the LORD is among them: wherefore then lift ye up yourselves
above the congregation of the LORD?

King Saul ... 1 Samuel 18:6-9

And it came to pass as they came, when David was returned from the slaughter of
the Philistine, that the women came out of all cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to
meet king Saul, with tabrets, with joy, and with instruments of musick. And the
women answered one another as they played, and said, Saul hath slain his
thousands, and David his ten thousands. And Saul was very wroth, and the saying
displeased him; and he said, They have ascribed unto David ten thousands, and to
me they have ascribed but thousands: and what can he have more but the
kingdom? And Saul eyed David from that day and forward.
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Covetousness = an insatiable desire for worldy gain

A. Covetousness described as
Idolatry ... Colossians 3:15

And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one
body; and be ye thankful.

Root of evil ... 1 Timothy 6:9-11

But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and
hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is
the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith,
and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. But thou, O man of God, flee
these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience,
meekness.

Never satisfied ... Habakkuk 2:9

Woe to him that coveteth an evil covetousness to his house, that he may set his nest
on high, that he may be delivered from the power of evil!

Vanity ... Psalm 39:6

Surely every man walketh in a vain shew: surely they are disquieted in vain: he
heapeth up riches, and knoweth not who shall gather them.

B. Covetousness productive of
Theft ... Joshua 7:21

When | saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish garment, and two hundred
shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight, then | coveted them,
and took them; and, behold, they are hid in the earth in the midst of my tent, and the
silver under it.
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Lying ... 2 Kings 5:20-27

But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, said, Behold, my master hath
spared Naaman this Syrian, in not receiving at his hands that which he brought: but,
as the LORD liveth, I will run after him, and take somewhat of him. So Gehazi
followed after Naaman. And when Naaman saw him running after him, he lighted
down from the chariot to meet him, and said, Is all well? And he said, All is well. My
master hath sent me, saying, Behold, even now there be come to me from mount
Ephraim two young men of the sons of the prophets: give them, | pray thee, a talent
of silver, and two changes of garments. And Naaman said, Be content, take two
talents. And he urged him, and bound two talents of silver in two bags, with two
changes of garments, and laid them upon two of his servants; and they bare them
before him. And when he came to the tower, he took them from their hand, and
bestowed them in the house: and he let the men go, and they departed. But he
went in, and stood before his master. And Elisha said unto him, Whence comest
thou, Gehazi? And he said, Thy servant went no whither. And he said unto him,
Went not mine heart with thee, when the man turned again from his chariot to meet
thee? Is it a time to receive money, and to receive garments, and oliveyards, and
vineyards, and sheep, and oxen, and menservants, and maidservants? The leprosy
therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto thee, and unto thy seed for ever. And he
went out from his presence a leper as white as snow.

Murder ... Proverbs 1:18, 19

And they lay wait for their own blood; they lurk privily for their own lives. So are the
ways of every one that is greedy of gain; which taketh away the life of the owners
thereof.

Falsehood ... Acts 5:1-10

Hurtful lusts ... 1 Timothy 6:9

But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and
hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition.

Apostasy ... 1 Timothy 6:10

For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they
have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.
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C. Covetousness excludes from

God'’s kingdom ...

1 Corinthians 6:10 ... Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor
extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.

Ephesians 5:5 ... For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor
covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and
of God.

Sacred offices ... 1 Timothy 3:3

Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not
covetous;

Heaven ... Ephesians 5:5

For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who
is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.

D. Examples of covetousness

Achan

Saul ...

... Joshua 7:21

When | saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish garment, and two hundred
shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight, then | coveted them,
and took them; and, behold, they are hid in the earth in the midst of my tent, and the
silver under it.

1 Samuel 15:9, 19

But Saul and the people spared Agag, and the best of the sheep, and of the oxen,
and of the fatlings, and the lambs, and all that was good, and would not utterly
destroy them: but every thing that was vile and refuse, that they destroyed utterly.
Wherefore then didst thou not obey the voice of the LORD, but didst fly upon the
spoil, and didst evil in the sight of the LORD?
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Judas ... Matthew 26:14, 15

Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went unto the chief priests, And said
unto them, What will ye give me, and | will deliver him unto you? And they
covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver.

Ananias ... Acts 5:1-11
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