Foolsin Their Heart Have Said \Worksheet
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Versel

Foolsintheir heart have said,
Thereisno God of might;

Corrupt arethey and basetheir deeds,

Inevil they delight.

Verse 2

God looked from Heav' nabove
Onadll thehumanrace

To seeif any understood,

If any sought Hisface.

\erse 3

They dl aregoneaside,
Corruption doth abound,;
Thereisnot onethat doeth good,
Not even oneisfound.

Verse 4

Thesemen of evil deeds

Will they noknowledgegain,

Who feed upon my people’ swoes
And prayer to God disdain?

\erse5

Theday isdrawingnigh
Whenthey shall fear and quail
For God shall scatter and destroy
Thosewho Hissaintsassail.

\erse 6

Yea, God will put to shame

And makethemfleeaway,

For Hewill cast them off inwrath
Andfill themwithdismay.

\Verse 7

Owouldthat Zion'shelp

Wereout of Zion come!
Owouldthat God might early bring
Hiscaptive people home!

\erse 8

When God from distant lands
Hisexiled onesshal bring,
Hispeople shall exultant be,
Andgladly they shal Sng.

Vocabulary Inoneor two words definethefollowing termsfrom the poem.

Verse1: fools, corrupt, base
Verse2: Heav'n, sought

Verse3: corruption, doth, abound, doeth

Verse4: woes, disdain
\Verse5: nigh, quail, assall
\Verse6: flee, wrath, dismay
\Verse7: Zion, captive
Verse8: exiled, exultant

Word Pictures Word picturesisanother way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurativelanguage helps
usformapicture of what theauthor istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword picturesmean and, perhaps,
without drawing apictureof Christ, draw your ideaof theimagery or figurative language the author uses!

Verse1: Foolsinther heart havesaid

Verse2: humanrace
Verse3: corruption doth abound
Verse4: menof evil deeds



\Verse5: they shall fear and quall
\Verse6: fleeaway

\Verse7: captive people
\Verse8: exiledones... shal sing

Mechanics Verbally discuss
Who isthe speaker? (Does the speaker have a specific personality or has the author remained in the
background so the message of the poemwill bemore clear?)

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’scharacter? (Sometimes, poemsreveal nothing about the
speaker’spersona thoughts, feglings, or attitudes. Yet, the poem may demonstrate those character traitsthat
areimportant to theauthor like courage, loyalty, perserverance, etc.)

| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isit to anyone? (Sometimespoemsare not directed
to anyonein particular, but to anyonethat may readit.)

Doesthepoem havea setting? (Doesthe author tell where the poem occurs? |sthe poem about aspecific
event?)

| sthe poem about a particular event? (Isthe event past or present? If it isabout a past event, doesthe
remembrance of the event have aparticular meaning to the speaker?)

| sthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly? (Some poemsare straightforward and are meant
tobetakenliteraly. Insongs, thethememay bepresentedintherefrain orinthelast few lines. Sometimesthe
themeisalittlebit moredifficult to discern asitismadewith figurativelanguage or symbols.)

How did you respond to the poem when you read it thefirst time?

What point of view or perspective isthe speaker? (What meaning do you think the poem has for the
author?)

How did you respond to the poem when you read it the first time? (Did your thoughts and feelings
changeafter you took timeto study it?)

Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

Verse1: Who devour the saints? How does God respond to fools harrassing and bullying His people?
Verse2: Who shall be* seized with sad surprise’? Who shall seizethem? What shal Hedo?

Verse 3: What do the humanistsdo (first line)? How does God view the“armiesin array”? Explain and
discuss: “Theyfdl aneasy prey.”

Verse4: Who arerestored? Who doestherestoring? How do theformer captivesrespond?

Verse5: What isdrawing near? How will fools(i.e, humanists) respond (line 2)? What will God do?
Verse6: Whowill bemadeto feel shame? What will they do (line2)? How will God cast them off?
Verse7: Discussthe message of thisverse.

Verse8: Whowill God call from exiled lands? How will they respond? What will they do?
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What Does the Bible Say?
Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertionsor statements madefor each of theeight verses.

Discussthispoemwith respect to ...

ServetheLordwithfear, and rgoicewith trembling. Kissthe Son, lest Hebeangry,
and ye perish fromtheway, when Hiswrath iskindled but alittle. Blessed areall they
that put their trustinHim. Psalm 2:11,12

Psalm 53:1 ... Thefool hath said in hisheart, Thereisno God. Corrupt arethey, and
have doneabominableiniquity: thereisnonethat doeth good.

Psam 2:1-5 ... Why do the heathen rage, and the peopleimagineavain thing? The
kingsof the eart set themselves, and therulerstake counsdl together, against the
Lord, and against Hisanointed, saying, L et usbreak their bands asunder, and cast
away their cordsfromus. Hethat sitteth inthe heavensshall laugh: they Lord shall
havetheminderison. Then shal Hespeak unto theminHiswrath, and vex themin
Hissoredispleasure.

What doesthe Bible haveto say about justice? Giveexamplesof individuasin theolder and newer testament
that demonstrated justice. Give historical examplesof justice. After reading the newspaper, listening to the
newson radio, or watching the news, can you think of any examplesof justicetoday? What will you tell your
grandchildren about justice? How will you encourage your grandchildren in this character trait?

Discusstheold adage: All bulliesare cowards.

The Author/Poet

Based onwhat you have studied about thispoem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christianor a
humanist? How did you arriveat your decision?

Theauthor of thispoemisunknown but isbased on Psalm 53.

Geography
L ocate any country of your choice on aglobe, map and atlas.

Challenge Locateasmall city from the country of your choice onamap or inan atlas.

Compare/contrast the weather from the country of your choicewith your own for oneweek.
Makeameal fromthat country for your family.
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Activities

1) Makeyour own book! Without making animage of Christ, draw picturesrepesenting each verse. (Note:
that will beeight different illustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreadily availableat home,
make atitle page with the name of the song and the author’snamewhichwill beyour book’scover. You may
want to illustrate your cover and includethispoeminyour book.

2) Makeyour ownplay! Re-enact with your siblingsor friendsthe message discussed in thispoem. Keepit
lively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorusof thispoem or reading
Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour creation.

3) Radio Dramal With ahandheld taperecorder, createyour own radio show dramatizing the message of this
poem.

4) BeaReporter! Either withyour family camcorder or with ahandheld taperecorder, “interview” various
individuasthispoem couldillustrate (e.g., family members, Oliver Cromwell, Moses, Captain John Smith,
soldiers, etc.). Inorder to havethefast paced style of areporter, watch and/or listen to the newswith your
parents permission. Keeptheinterviewslively, quick, andtothe point.

Remain objective! Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of the Situation.
5) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat area
of interest and relate that to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat physicaly
expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that hel psto clarify
thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Write astory based on any time period you desirethat expresses
the sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsinthekitchen? Makean ancient med fromthistime
or develop your own meal that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem makes.

6) Poster. Createaposter illustrating thethe author’sview of theimpact of Foolsintheir HeartsHave Said.

7) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary tolearn what you can about psalms and shareit withyour family. If
possible, discover the story behind this poem.
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