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Verse 1 Verse 3

Amidst usour Beloved stands, If now, with eyes defiled and dim,
And bidsusview Hispiercéd hands; We seethe signs, but seenot Him;
Pointsto thewounded feet and side, O may Hislovethescaesdisplace,
Blest emblemsof the Crucified. And bid ussee Him faceto face!
Verse2 Verse4

What food luxurious|oadsthe board, O glorious Bridegroom of our hearts,
When at Histablesitsthe Lord! Your present smileaheav’ nimparts!
Thewinehow rich, the bread how swest, Oliftthevell, if vell therebe,

When Jesus deignsthe gueststo meet! L et every saint Your glory see!

Vocabulary 1noneor two words define the following termsfrom the poem.

\Verse1l: Amidst, Beloved, bids, pierced, blest, emblems, crucified
\Verse2: luxiurious, deigns

Verse 3: defiled, dim, displace

\erse4: Bridegroom, heav’ n, imparts, vell, saint

Word Pictures Word picturesis another way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurative language helps
usformapictureof what theauthor istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword picturesmean and, perhaps,
without drawing apictureof Christ, draw your ideaof theimagery or figurative language the author uses!

Versel: blestemblems

\Verse2: food luxurious

Verse 3. eyesdefiledanddim

\erse4: Bridegroom of our hearts, lift thevell

Mechanics Verbally discuss
Who isthe speaker? (Does the speaker have a specific personality or has the author remained in the
background so the message of the poemwill bemore clear?)

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’scharacter? (Sometimes, poemsreveal nothing about the
speaker’s personal thoughts, feelings, or attitudes. Yet, the poem may demonstratethose character traitsthat
areimportant to the author like courage, loyalty, perserverance, etc.)

| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isitto anyone? (Sometimespoemsare not directed
to anyonein particular, but to anyonethat may readit.)

Doesthe poem havea setting? (Doestheauthor tell where the poem occurs? Isthe poem about aspecific
event?)



| sthe poem about a particular event? (Isthe event past or present? If it isabout a past event, doesthe
remembrance of the event have aparticular meaning to the speaker?)

| sthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly? (Some poemsare straightforward and are meant
tobetakenliteraly. Insongs, thethememay bepresentedintherefrainorinthelast few lines. Sometimesthe
themeisalittlebit moredifficult to discern asitismadewith figurativelanguage or symbols.)

How did you respond to the poem when you read it thefirst time?

What point of view or perspective isthe speaker? (What meaning do you think the poem has for the
author?)

How did you respond to the poem when you read it the first time? (Did your thoughts and feelings
changeafter you took timeto study it?)

Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

Versel: Whodoyouthink “our Beloved” is? Why do you think the author but an accent on the second “ €’
in“Beloved”? Why would the handsbe* pierced” ? Why do you think theauthor but an accent on the second
“€ in“pierced’? Why were the feet and side wounded? Why do you think the author referred to these
woundsas* blessed emblems’?

Verse2: Explainanddiscuss: “What food luxuriousloadsthe board.” Why would thewinebericher and the
bread be sweeter in Hispresence? Explain: “Jesusdeignsthe gueststo meet”?

Verse3: What aredefiled and dim? Explainand discuss. “ O may Hislovethe scalesdisplace, And bid ussee
Himfacetoface!”

Verse4: WhoistheBridegroomandwhy isit capitdized? Explainanddiscuss. “Olift thevall, if vell therebe,
Let every saint Your glory see!”

After reading thispoem, what character traitsdid you think of ? What doesthe Bible have to say about these
character traits?

What Does the Bible Say?
Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertions or statements madefor each of thefour verses.

Discussthispoeminlight of thefollowing verses.

Matthew 22:37" ... Thou shat lovethe Lord thy God with al thy heart, and with al thy soul, and with al thy
mind"

Luke10:27"... Thou shalt lovethe Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with al thy
srength, andwith al thy mind."

Deuteronomy 6:5" Andthou shdt lovethe LORD thy God with dl thineheart, and with dl thy soul, and with all
thy might.”

Mark 12:30"Andthou shdtlovetheLord thy Godwith al thy heart, and with dl thy soul, and with dl thy mind,
andwithall thy strength..."
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Identify Biblical charactersthat |oved God keeping the previousBibleversesinmind. Canyouthink of anyone
elsein history that demonstrated thistype of love? What will you tell your grandchildren about honor and
loving God? How will you encourage your grandchildren to honor and love God?

The Author/Poet

Based on what you have studied about this poem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christian or a
humanist? How did you arriveat your decision?

The name of the author for thispoem or lyricis CharlesHaddon Spurgeon (1834-1892). Hewasborn 19

June 1834 in Kelvedon, Essex, England, and died 31 January 1892 in Montone, France. Spurgeonwasone
of the best known preachersof the 19th century. Hiswork still influences Christian believerstoday.

Geography
L ocate England and France on aglobe, map and atlas.

Challenge Locate Essex (England) and Montone (France) onamap or in an atlas.

Compare/contrast England’ sweather with your own for oneweek.
Makean English med for your family.

Activities

1) Makeyour own book! Without making animage of Christ, draw picturesrepesenting each verse. (Note:
that will befour different illustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreadily available at home,
make atitle page with the name of the song and the author’snamewhichwill beyour book’scover. You may
want toillustrate your cover and includethispoeminyour book.

2) Makeyour own play! Re-enact with your siblingsor friendsthe message discussed in thispoem. Keepit
lively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorusof thispoem or reading
Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour creation.

3) Radio Dramal With ahandheld taperecorder, createyour own radio show dramatizing the message of this
poem.

4) BeaReporter! Either withyour family camcorder or with ahandheld taperecorder, “interview” various
individuasthispoem couldillusgtrate (e.g., family members, Alfred the Great, George Mason, Ruth and Esther
intheBible, etc.). Inorder to havethefast paced style of areporter, watch and/or listen to the newswith your
parents permission. Keeptheinterviewslively, quick, andtothe point.

Remain objective! Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of the Situation.
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5) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat area
of interest and relate that to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat physicaly
expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that hel psto clarify
thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Write astory based on any time period you desirethat expresses
the sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsinthekitchen? Makean ancient med fromthistime
or develop your own meal that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem makes.

6) Poster. Createaposter illustrating thethe author’sview of theimpact of Amidst UsOur Beloved Sands.

7) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary tolearn what you can about Charles Haddon Spurgeon (1834-1892)
and shareit withyour family. If possible, discover the story behind thispoem.
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