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Versel Verse 4

Hedies! theFriend of sinnersdies! Therising God forsakesthetomb;

Lo! Salem’sdaughtersweep around,; ThetombinvainforbidsHisrise;

A solemndarknessveilstheskies, Cherubiclegionsguard Him home,

A sudden trembling shakesthe ground. And shout Himwelcometothe skies.
\Verse2 Verse5

Come, saints, and drop atear or two Break off your fears, ye saints, and tell

For Him who groaned beneath your |oad: How highyour great Deliv'rer reigns,

He shed athousand dropsfor you, Sing how He spoiled the hosts of hell,

A thousand drops of richer blood. Andledthemonster deathinchains!
\Verse3 Verse 6

Here'sloveand grief beyond degree: Say, “Liveforever, wondrousKing!
TheLord of Glory diesfor men! Bornto redeem, and strong to save;”

But lo! what sudden joyswe see, Then ask themongter, “Where' sthy sting?’
Jesus, thedead, revivesagain! And, “Wherée'sthy vict'ry, boasting grave?’
Vocabulary

Inoneor two words definethefollowing termsfrom the poem.

\ersel: solemn, vells

\Verse2: saints

Verse 3: lo, revive

Verse4: forsakes, tomb, vain, Cherubic
\Verse5: ye Ddiv'rer, reigns

\Verse6: redeem, thy, vict'ry

Word Pictures Word picturesisanother way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurative language
helpsusform apicture of what the author istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword picturesmean and,
perhaps, without drawing apictureof Christ, draw your ideaof theimagery or figurative languagethe
author uses!

Verse1l: Sdem’sdaughtersweep, solemn darknessvellsthe skies, sudden trembling shakesthe ground
Verse2: Come, saints, and drop atear or two

\Verse3: suddenjoys

\erse4: Cherubiclegionsguard

\erse5: Break off your fears

\Verse6: ask themonster, “Where' sthy sting?’

Mechanics Verbally discuss
Who isthe speaker? (Does the speaker have a specific personality or has the author remained in the
background so the message of the poemwill bemoreclear?)



What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’scharacter? (Sometimes, poemsreveal nothing about the
speaker’spersona thoughts, feglings, or attitudes. Yet, the poem may demonstrate those character traitsthat
areimportant to theauthor like courage, loyalty, perserverance, etc.)

| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isit to anyone? (Sometimespoemsare not directed
to anyonein particular, but to anyonethat may readit.)

Doesthepoem havea setting? (Doesthe author tell where the poem occurs? Isthe poem about aspecific
event?)

| sthe poem about a particular event? (Isthe event past or present? If it isabout a past event, doesthe
remembrance of the event have aparticular meaning to the speaker?)

| sthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly? (Some poemsare straightforward and are meant
tobetakenliteraly. Insongs, thethememay bepresentedintherefrainorinthelast few lines. Sometimesthe
themeisalittlebit moredifficult to discern asitismadewith figurativelanguage or symbols.)

How did you respond to the poem when you read it thefirst time?

What point of view or perspective isthe speaker? (What meaning do you think the poem has for the
author?)

How did you respond to the poem when you read it the first time? (Did your thoughts and feelings
changeafter you took timeto study it?)

Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

\Verse1l: Whodies? Didyou noticetheauthor’suse of theterm“Lo”? Why do you think the author used this
term? Explainand discuss. “ Sdem’sdaughtersweep around.” What veilsthe skies? What happensto the
ground?

Verse2: What doesthe author mean by the use of theterm“ saints’ ? What doesthe author ask Christiansto
dointhefirstline? Why? What was shed? Why doestheauthor term this*rich”? Do you agreeor disagree?
\Verse3: What isbeyond degree? Who dies? Who doesHediefor? What isthe“suddenjoy”? Explainand
discuss: “Jesus, thedead, revivesagain!” Why would thisbeimportant?

Verse4: What isforsaken? Explananddiscuss. “ThetombinvainforbidsHisrise” Isthetomb successful?
Who guardsHim? What wel comesHim?

Verse5: What are Christiansto break off? What are Christiansto tell? Did you noticethe author’ suse of the
term*“Dédliv'rer”? Why do you think the author used thisterm? What was spoiled? What wasled in chains?
\Verse6: What doestheauthor tell thereader to dointhefirst line? Why do you think the author holdsthat to
beimportant? Do you agree? What isthe Christianto ask the“monster”? Why? Did you noticetheauthor’s
useof theterms*“thy” and* vict' ry”? Why do you think the author decided to usethem?

After reading thispoem, what character traitsdid you think of ? What doesthe Bible have to say about these
character traits?
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What Does the Bible Say?
Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertions or statements madefor each of thesix verses.

Thispoem exhorts Christiansto “ Break off your fears.” Discussthisinlight of 1 Corinthians16:13, “ Watch
ye, standfast inthefaith, quit you likemen, bestrong.”

Caleb (Num 13:30), Joshua (Josh 1:1-11), Jonathan (1 Sam 14:1,6-14), and Danidl (Dan 6:1-28) al seemto
take courageserioudy. Courageisdoingwhat isright eventhough oneisafraid. Giveother individuasinthe
Biblethat demonstrated courage. Givehistorical examplesof courage. After reading the newspaper, listening
to thenewson radio, or watching the news, can you think of any examples of courage presently? What will
youtell your grandchildren about courage? How will you encourageyour grandchildreninthischaracter trait?

Relatethe message of thispoem to education with respect to 2 Corinthians 10:5, * Casting down imaginations,
and every highthing that exateth itself against theknowledge of God, and bringinginto captivity every thought
to the obedience of Christ.” Do the samefor other areas of human activity (e.g., civics, finances, thearts,
dance, sports, etc.). Areadl theseareasequally important to aChristian?

The Author/Poet

Based on what you have studied about this poem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christian or a
humanist? How did you arriveat your decision?

The name of the author for thispoem or lyric is|saac Watts (1674-1748). Hewasborn 17 July 1674, in
Southampton, England, and died 25 November 1748, in Stoke Newington, England. Heisburied at Bunhill
FieldsCemetery, London, England. Watt'shad an interesting father who wasimprisoned two times for his
religiousviews. Mr. Watts studied Greek and L atin but declined an offer for astandard university education
preferring to attend the Nonconformist Academy at Stoke Newington in 1690. When Mr. Wattswas 20-22
he stayed at home and wrote the mg ority of the hymnsfor Hymnsand Spiritual Songsthat werepublishedin
1707-1709. For six yearshewasthetutor Mr. John Hartopp’sson. Mr. Wattswasordainedin 1702.

"Give 'em Watts, boys, give 'em Watts!"

Interestingly, | saac Wattsisintimately connected with the American War of Independence. Inan attack upon
Springfield when the patriots wadding gave out, Rev. James Caldwell (of Huguenot descent) raninto a
Presbyterian church returning with hisarmsand pockets crammed full with Waits Psalmsand Hymnssaying,
"Now, boys, givethem Wetts!" The British offered large rewardsfor the capture of Rev. Caldwell, but to no
avall. Therefore, the British burned hischurch, shot hiswifewhile shewasin themidst of their ninechildren,
dragged her body into the street, and burned hishomeand out buildings.

Geography
L ocate Southampton, England, and Lond on aglobe, map and atlas.

Challenge Locate Stoke Newington (England) onamap or inan atlas.

Compare/contrast England’ sweather with your own for oneweek.
Makean English med for your family.
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Activities

1) Makeyour own book! Without making animage of Christ, draw picturesrepesenting each verse. (Note:
that will besix different il lustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreedily available at home, make
atitle pagewith the name of the song and the author’snamewhichwill beyour book’s cover. You may want
toillustrate your cover and includethispoem in your book.

2) Makeyour ownplay! Re-enact with your siblingsor friendsthe message discussed in thispoem. Keepit
lively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorusof thispoem or reading
Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour creation.

3) Radio Dramal With ahandheld taperecorder, createyour own radio show dramatizing the message of this
poem.

4) BeaReporter! Either withyour family camcorder or with ahandheld taperecorder, “interview” various
individuasthispoem couldillustrate (e.g., family members, soldiers, President George Bush the Younger,
Oliver Cromwell, Patrick Henry, etc.). Inorder to havethefast paced style of areporter, watch and/or listen
to thenewswith your parents permission. Keeptheinterviewslively, quick, andto the point.

Remain objective! Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of the Situation.

5) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat area
of interest and relate that to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat physicaly
expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that hel psto clarify
thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Write astory based on any time period you desirethat expresses
the sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsinthekitchen? Makean ancient med fromthistime
or develop your own meal that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem makes.

6) Poster. Createaposter illustrating thethe author’ sview of theimpact of The Friend of SnnersDies.

7) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary tolearn what you can about | saac Watts (1674-1748) and shareit with
your family. If possible, discover the story behind this poem.
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