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Verse 1

| know that my Redeemer lives,
Andever praysfor me,

A token of HisloveHegives,

A pledgeof liberty.

\Verse 2

| find Himlifting up my head,
Hebringssalvation near,
Hispresencemakesmefreeindeed,
AndHewill soon appear.

Verse 3

Hewillsthat | should holy be,
What canwithstand Hiswill?
Thecounsel of Hisgraceinme
Hesurely shal fulfill.

Verse4

Jesus, | hang upon Thy Word;

| seadfastly believe

Thouwilt returnand clamme, Lord
Andto Thyself receive,

Verse 5

Joyful inhope, my spirit soars
Tomeet Theefrom above,

Thy goodnessthankfully adores;
Andsurel taste Thy love.

\Verse 6

Thy lovel soon expecttofind,
Inal itsdepth and height;

To comprehend the eterna mind,
Andgraspthelnfinite.

Verse7

When GodisMineand | amHis,
Of paradise possessed,

| tasteunutterablebliss,
Andeverlagting rest.

\erse 8

Theblissof thosethat fully dwell,
FullyinTheebdlieve,

"Tismorethan angel tonguescantell,
Or angel mindsconceive.

\Verse9

Thou only knowst, Who didst obtain,
Anddieto makeit known;,

Thegresat salvation now explain,

And perfect usinone!

Vocabulary Inoneor two words definethefollowing termsfrom the poem.

Verse 1: Redeemer, token, pledge, liberty

\erse2: savation
\Verse3: holy, withstand

\erse4: Thy, steadfastly, Thou, Thself

Verse5: Thee, adores

\erse6: comprehend, eternd, Infinite

\Verse7: paradise, possessed, unutterable, bliss, everlasting

Verse8: dwdl,’Tis, conceive
Verse9: knowst, didst, obtain



Word Pictures Word picturesis another way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurative language helps
usformapicture of what theauthor istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword picturesmean and, perhaps,
without drawing apictureof Christ, draw your ideaof theimagery or figurativelanguage the author uses!

Versel: pledgeof liberty

Verse2: lifting up my head

Verse3: | should holy be

Verse4: steadfastly believe

Verse5: my spirit soars

\Verse6: Thy lovel soon expect tofind
Verse7: paradise possessed, unutterablebliss
\erse8: morethan angel tonguescantell
\Verse9: great salvation now explain

Mechanics Verbally discuss
Who isthe speaker? (Does the speaker have a specific personality or has the author remained in the
background so the message of the poemwill bemore clear?)

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’scharacter? (Sometimes, poemsreveal nothing about the
speaker’spersona thoughts, feglings, or attitudes. Yet, the poem may demonstrate those character traitsthat
areimportant to theauthor like courage, loyalty, perserverance, etc.)

| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isit to anyone? (Sometimespoemsare not directed
to anyonein particular, but to anyonethat may readit.)

Doesthe poem havea setting? (Doesthe author tell wherethe poem occurs? Isthe poem about aspecific
event?)

| sthe poem about a particular event? (Isthe event past or present? If it isabout a past event, doesthe
remembrance of the event have aparticular meaning to the speaker?)

| sthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly? (Some poemsare straightforward and are meant
tobetakenliteraly. Insongs, thethememay bepresentedintherefrainorinthelast few lines. Sometimesthe
themeisalittlebit moredifficult to discern asitismadewith figurativelanguage or symbols.)

How did you respond to the poem when you read it thefirst time?

What point of view or perspective isthe speaker? (What meaning do you think the poem has for the
author?)

How did you respond to the poem when you read it the first time? (Did your thoughts and feelings
changeafter you took timeto study it?)
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Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

\Versel: What doestheauthor know inthefirst line? What doesthe Redeemer dofor theauthor? Explainand
discuss. “Atokenof HisloveHegives, A pledgeof liberty.”

\Verse2: What doesHebring to theauthor? Explainand discuss: “Hispresencemakesmefreeindeed.” How
can Hisvery presencebring freedom?

Verse3: What should theauthor be (first line)? Theauthor states, “What can withstand Hiswill?” What does
thismean? Explainand discuss. “ The counsdl of Hisgraceinme, Hesurely snal fulfill.”

\erse4: Why do youthink theauthor used theterms*® Thy” and“ Thysdlf.” Why isWord capitalized and what
doesit standfor? Explainand discuss. “Thouwilt returnand clamme.”

Verse5: What causestheauthor to bejoyful (seeline1)? Why do you think the author used theterms* Thee”
and“Thy”? What doesthe author adore?

Verse 6: What doesthe author expect to find?

Verse7: Explainand discuss. “When GodisMineand | an His.” What doesthe author mean by tasting
“unutterablebliss’?

Verse 8. Why do you think theauthor used theterm“’ Tis’? What ismorethan angelscan tell?

Verse9: Why do you think the author used theterms*“knowst” and “ didst” ? What isthe author’smessagein
thisverse? Why isthisimportant?

After reading thispoem, what character traitsdid you think of ? What doesthe Bible have to say about these
character traits?

What Does the Bible Say?
Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertionsor statements madefor each of the nineverses.

Discussthispoeminlight of ...

Psalm47:7, 8 ... For GodistheKing of all theearth: singye praiseswith understanding.
God reigneth over the heathen: God sitteth upon thethrone of Hisholiness.

Proverbs21:1 ... Theking' sheart isinthe hand of the Lord, astheriversof waters. He
turnethit whithersoever Hewill.

John 15:16a... Ye have not chosen Me, but | have chosenyou ...

How doesthe Bibledefinelove? For Scripture verses help, check out thisinternet web page at
http://mww.lovetol earnpl ace.con/Specia Days/Vd entines/Bible.html

What doesthe Bible haveto say about joy? What doesthe Bible haveto say about being cheerful? Giveolder
and newer testament examplesof thosethat experienced joy and were cheerful. Site historicd examplesof joy
and cheerful individuas. Give current examplesof joy and cheerfulness. How isjoy related to being cheerful ?
What will youtdl your grandchildren about beingjoyful and cheerful ? How will you encourageyour grandchildren
inthese character traits? Would you rather be around someonethat hasjoy and ischeerful or around someone
that chronically says“| can’'t” or complains, etc.?
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What doesthe Bible say about complainers, murmurersand thosethat say “1 can’t”? What will youtell your
grandchildren about being complainers, murmurersand thosethat say “1 can’t? How will you encourageyour
grandchildren not to havethese non-God honoring character traits?

The Author/Poet

Based on what you have studied about thispoem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christian or
humanist? How did you arriveat your decision?

Theauthor’snamefor thispoem or lyricis CharlesWesley (1707-1788). Hewasborn on 28 December
1707 in Epworth, Lincolnshire, England. Hedied on 29 March 1788, London, England, and wasburied at
Marylebone Parish Church, London. Itisestimated that hewrote over 6000 Christian songsor hymnsin his
lifetime (possibly more). Hark! The Herald Angels Sng first appeared in Hymnsand Sacred Poems, 1739.

Geography
L ocate Bethlehem, L ondon, and England on aglobe, map and atlas.

Challenge Canyou find Epworth or Lincolnshireonamap or inan atlas?

Compare/contrast the weather with these areas and your own for oneweek.
Makeamed from England or Bethlehem for your family.

Activities

1) Makeyour own book! Without making animage of Christ, draw picturesrepesenting each verse. (Note:
that will be ninedifferentillustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreadily available at home,
make atitle page with the name of the song and the author’sname whichwill beyour book’scover. You may
want to illustrate your cover and includethispoeminyour book.

2) Makeyour ownplay! Re-enact with your siblingsor friendsthe message discussed in thispoem. Keepit
lively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorusof thispoem or reading
Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour creation.

3) Radio Dramal With ahandheld taperecorder, createyour own radio show dramatizing the message of this
poem.

4) BeaReporter! Either withyour family camcorder or with ahandheld taperecorder, “interview” various
individualsthispoem couldillustrate (e.g., family members, William Marshall, Patrick Henry, St. Patrick,
Esther and Ruth of the Bible, Joshuaand CalebintheBible, etc.). Inorder to havethefast paced styleof a
reporter, watch and/or listen to the newswith your parents’ permission. Keeptheinterviewslively, quick, and
tothepoint.

Remain objective! Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of the Situation.
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5) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat area
of interest and relatethat to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat physicaly
expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that helpsto clarify
thispoem. Doyou enjoy creating stories? Write astory based on any time period you desirethat expresses
the sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsinthekitchen? Makean ancient meal fromthistime
or develop your own meal that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem makes.

6) Poster. Create aposter illustrating the the author’sview of theimpact of | Know My Redeemer Lives.

7) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary tolearnwhat you can about Charles\Wedey (1707-1788) and shareit
withyour family. If possible, discover the story behind thispoem.
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