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Versel Verse 4

Not all theblood of beasts My soul looksback to see
OnJewishdtarsdan Theburdens Thou didst bear
Could givetheguilty conscience peace When hanging onthe cursed tree,
Or wash away thestain. And hopesher guilt wasthere.
Verse2 Verse5

But Chrigt, theheav’ nly Lamb, Bdieving, wergoice

Takesdl our sinsaway; To seethecurseremove,

A sacrificeof nobler name Weblessthe Lamb with cheerful voice,
Andricher blood than they. AndsingHisbleedinglove.
Verse 3

My faithwould lay her hand

Onthat dear head of Thine,

While, likeapenitent, | stand,

Andthereconfessmy sin.

Vocabulary

Inoneor two words definethefollowing termsfrom the poem.

\Versel: atars, conscience

\Verse2: heav' nly, sacrifice, nobler
\erse3: Thine, penitent, confess
Verse4: burdens, Thou, didst, cursed
\erse5: rgjoice, curse

Word Pictures Word picturesis another way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurative language helps
usformapictureof what theauthor istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword picturesmean and, perhaps,
without drawing apictureof Christ, draw your ideaof theimagery or figurative language the author uses!

Verse1: blood of beasts, guilty conscience, wash away thestain
\Verse2: atthecross, burden of my heart rolled away, happy all theday
Verse4: soulslook back, cursedtree

Verse5: weregjoice, cheerful voice

Mechanics Verbally discuss
Who isthe speaker? (Does the speaker have a specific personality or has the author remained in the
background so the message of the poemwill bemore clear?)

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’scharacter? (Sometimes, poemsreveal nothing about the
speaker’s personal thoughts, feelings, or attitudes. Yet, the poem may demonstratethose character traitsthat
areimportant to the author like courage, loyalty, perserverance, etc.)



| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isit to anyone? (Sometimespoemsare not directed
to anyonein particular, but to anyonethat may readit.)

Doesthe poem havea setting? (Doesthe author tell where the poem occurs? |sthe poem about aspecific
event?)

| sthe poem about a particular event? (Isthe event past or present? If it isabout a past event, doesthe
remembrance of the event have aparticular meaning to the speaker?)

| sthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly? (Some poemsare straightforward and are meant
tobetakenliteraly. Insongs, thethememay bepresentedintherefrainorinthelast few lines. Sometimesthe
themeisalittlebit moredifficult to discern asitismadewith figurativelanguage or symbols.)

How did you respond to the poem when you read it thefirst time?

What point of view or perspective isthe speaker? (What meaning do you think the poem has for the
author?)

How did you respond to the poem when you read it the first time? (Did your thoughts and feelings
changeafter you took timeto study it?)

Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

\Verse1l: Theauthor assertsthat animal sacrifices cannot cleanseoneof guilt and sin. Do you agree/ disagree?
Why? What isneeded?

Verse2: Why do you think the author used theterm “heav’ nly” ? Why isLamb capitalized? What doesthe
word Lamb symbolize? Why isthe sacrifice of thisLamb so noble? Why can thisLamb sacrificewash away
sinsand cleanse aguilty conscience? Do you agree/disagree? Why?

Verse 3: Why do you think the author used theterm * Thing” ? Whereissin confessed? What roledoesfaith
haveinthisprocess?

\Verse4: Why do you think theauthor used theterm of “Thou”? Why do you think the author placed an accent
mark onthesecond“€’ in“cursed”? Who borethe burdens? Explain and discuss. “Theburdens Thou didst
bear, When hanging on the cursédtree.” Why isthisimportant?

Verse5: Why do“wergoice’? What isremoved? Explainand discuss: “Weblessthe Lamb with cheerful
voice, Andsing Hisbleedinglove.”

After reading thispoem, what character traitsdid you think of ? What doesthe Bible have to say about these
character traits?

What Does the Bible Say?
Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertionsor statements madefor each of thefiveverses.

What doesthe Bible haveto say about trust, faith, and loyaty? Giveolder and newer testament examples of
thosethat demonstrated trust, faith, andloyaty. Sitehistorical examplesof individualsdemonstrating trust,
fath, andloydty. Givecurrentexamples. What will youtell your grandchildren about trugt, faith, and loyalty?
How will you encourageyour grandchildren inthese character traits?
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Discussthispoeminlight of ...

Matthew 22:37" ... Thou shatlovethe Lord thy God with al thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with al thy
mind"

Luke10:27"... Thou shalt lovethe Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with al thy
srength, andwith al thy mind."

Deuteronomy 6:5" Andthou shat lovethe LORD thy God with dl thineheart, and with dl thy soul, andwith all
thy might.”

Mark 12:30"Andthou shdtlovetheLord thy Godwith al thy heart, and with dl thy soul, and with dl thy mind,
andwithall thy strength..."

The Author/Poet
Based on what you have studied about this poem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christianor a
humanist? How did you arriveat your decision?

The name of the author for thispoem or lyric is|saac Watts (1674-1748). Hewasborn 17 July 1674, in
Southampton, England, and died 25 November 1748, in Stoke Newington, England. Heisburied at Bunhill
FieldsCemetery, London, England. Watt'shad an interesting father who wasimprisoned two times for his
religiousviews. Mr. Watts studied Greek and L atin but declined an offer for astandard university education
preferring to attend the Nonconformist Academy at Stoke Newington in 1690. When Mr. Wattswas 20-22
he stayed at home and wrote the mg ority of the hymnsfor Hymnsand Spiritual Songsthat werepublishedin
1707-1709. For six yearshewasthetutor Mr. John Hartopp’sson. Mr. Wattswasordainedin 1702.

"Give 'em Watts, boys, give 'em Watts!"

Interestingly, | saac Wattsisintimately connected with the American War of Independence. Inan attack upon
Springfield when the patriots wadding gave out, Rev. James Caldwell (of Huguenot descent) raninto a
Presbyterian church returning with hisarmsand pockets crammed full with Watts Psalmsand Hymnssaying,
"Now, boys, givethem Weatts!" The British offered large rewardsfor the capture of Rev. Caldwell, but to no
avall. Therefore, the British burned hischurch, shot hiswifewhile shewasinthemidst of their ninechildren,
dragged her body into the street, and burned hishomeand out buildings.

Geography
L ocate Southampton, England, and Lond on aglobe, map and atlas.

Challenge Locate Stoke Newington (England) onamap or inan atlas.

Compare/contrast England’ sweather with your own for oneweek.
Makean English med for your family.
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Activities

1) Makeyour own book! Without making animage of Christ, draw picturesrepesenting each verse. (Note:
that will befivedifferentillustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreedily availableat home, make
atitle pagewith the name of the song and the author’snamewhichwill beyour book’s cover. You may want
toillustrate your cover and includethispoem in your book.

2) Makeyour ownplay! Re-enact with your siblingsor friendsthe message discussed in thispoem. Keepit
lively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorusof thispoem or reading
Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour creation.

3) Radio Dramal With ahandheld taperecorder, createyour own radio show dramatizing the message of this
poem.

4) BeaReporter! Either withyour family camcorder or with ahandheld taperecorder, “interview” various
individuasthispoem couldillustrate (e.g., family members, Ruth/Joshua/Caleb inthe Bible, Charlemagne,
Robert E. Leg, etc.). Inorder to havethefast paced style of areporter, watch and/or listen to the newswith
your parents’ permission. Keep theinterviewslively, quick, andto the point.

Remain objective! Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of the Situation.

5) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat area
of interest and relate that to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat physicaly
expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that hel psto clarify
thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Write astory based on any time period you desirethat expresses
the sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsinthekitchen? Makean ancient med fromthistime
or develop your own meal that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem makes.

6) Poster. Createaposter illustrating thethe author’sview of theimpact of Not All the Blood of Beasts.

7) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary tolearn what you can about | saac Watts (1674-1748) and shareit with
your family. If possible, discover the story behind this poem.
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