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Versel

PraisetotheLord, theAlmighty, theKing of creation!
Omy soul, praiseHim, for Heisthy health and salvation!
All yewho hear, now to Histempledraw near;
PraiseHiminglad adoration.

\Verse 2

PraisetotheLord, Who over al thingsso wondroudly reigneth,
Sheltersthee under Hiswings, yea, so gently sustaineth!

Hast thou not seen how thy desiresever have been

Granted inwhat He ordaineth?

Verse 3

Praisetothe Lord, Who hath fearfully, wondrously, madethee;
Health hath vouchsafed and, when heedlesdy falling, hath stayed thee.
What need or grief ever hath failed of relief?

Wingsof Hismercy did shadethee.

Verse4

Praiseto the Lord, Who doth prosper thy work and defend thee;
Surely Hisgoodnessand mercy heredaily attend thee.

Ponder anew what the Almighty cando,

If with Hislove He befriend thee.

\Verse5

PraisetotheLord, Who, when tempeststheir warfare are waging,
Who, when the elements madly around theeareraging,

Biddeth them cease, turneth their fury to peace,

Whirlwindsand watersassuaging.

\Verse 6

PraisetotheLord, Who, when darkness of sinisabounding,
Who, whenthegodlessdo triumph, al virtue confounding,
Sheddeth Hislight, chaseth the horrorsof night,

Saintswith Hismercy surrounding.

Verse 7

PraisetotheLord, Olet al that isin meadore Him!

All that hath lifeand breath, come now with praisesbefore Him.
L et theAmen sound from Hispeopleagain,

Gladly for al weadore Him.



Vocabulary 1noneor two words define the following termsfrom the poem.

Versel: creation, Thy, salvation, ye, temple, adoration

\Verse2: reigneth, thee, yea, sustaineth, hast, ordaineth

Verse 3: hath, vouchsafed, heedlesdy

Verse4. doth, prosper, ponder

Verse5: tempests, e ements, Biddeth, fury, Whirlwinds, assuaging
\Verse6: abounding, virtue, confounding, triumph

Verse7: adore, amen

Word Pictures Word picturesis another way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurative language helps
usformapicture of what theauthor istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword picturesmean and, perhaps,
without drawing apictureof Christ, draw your ideaof theimagery or figurativelanguage the author uses!

Verse 1. glad adoration

\erse2: wondroudly reigneth

Verse 3. Wingsof Hismercy

Verse4: prosper thy work and defend thee, Ponder anew
\Verse5: tempeststheir warfare are waging,Biddeth them cease
Verse6: chaseththehorrorsof night

Verse7: LettheAmen sound from Hispeopleagain

Mechanics Verbally discuss

Who isthe speaker? (Does the speaker have a specific personality or has the author remained in the
background so the message of the poemwill bemore clear?)

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’scharacter? (Sometimes, poemsreveal nothing about the
speaker’spersona thoughts, feglings, or attitudes. Yet, the poem may demonstrate those character traitsthat
areimportant to theauthor like courage, loyalty, perserverance, etc.)

| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isit to anyone? (Sometimespoemsare not directed
to anyonein particular, but to anyonethat may readit.)

Doesthepoem havea setting? (Doesthe author tell where the poem occurs? |sthe poem about aspecific
event?)

| sthe poem about a particular event? (Isthe event past or present? If it isabout a past event, doesthe
remembrance of the event have aparticular meaning to the speaker?)

| sthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly? (Some poemsare straightforward and are meant
tobetakenliteraly. Insongs, thethememay bepresentedintherefrainorinthelast few lines. Sometimesthe
themeisalittlebit moredifficult to discern asitismadewith figurativelanguage or symbols.)

How did you respond to the poem when you read it thefirst time?

What point of view or perspective isthe speaker? (What meaning do you think the poem has for the
author?)
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How did you respond to the poem when you read it the first time? (Did your thoughts and feelings
changeafter you took timeto study it?)

Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

Verse1: Didyou noticetheauthor’suse of theterms*ye” and “thy”? Why do you think the author opted to
usetheseterms? What doesthe author tell thereader to dointhefirst line? Why shouldwe* PraiseHimin
glad adoration”?

\erse2: Didyou noticetheauthor’ suseof theterms. “reigneth,” “thee” “Hadt,” “ sustaineth” and“ ordaineth”?
Why do you think the author used these terms? The author assertsthat He “wondrously reigneth” over al
things. Doyou agree? Doesthisincludemath?history?science?civics? literature?recreation? mus c?education?
etc.?

\erse 3: Why do you think the author used theterm “hath” ? According to the author, Who madeyou? Doyou
agreeor disagree? Why? Explain and discuss. “Health hath vouchsafed and, when heedlesdly falling, hath
stayed thee.”

Verse4: Why do you think the author used theterm “doth” ? According to the author, Who prospersyour
work and defends you? Do you agree/disagree? Why? Explain and discuss. “Ponder anew what the
Almighty cando, If with HisloveHebefriend thee.” Why doesthe author usetheword “1”?

Verse5: Why do you think the author used theterms*® Biddeth” and “turneth”? What doesthe author say
about tempests? What doesthe author say about the elements? Explainand discuss. “Biddeth them cease,
turneth their fury to peace, Whirlwindsand watersassuaging.”

Verse6: What doesthe author imply causesdarkness (inthefirst line)? Explain and discusslines2, 3and 4
asaunit.

\Verse7: What doestheauthor desireto dointhefirst line? Why do you think thisisso? Explain and discuss:
“Let theAmen sound from Hispeopleagain, Gladly for all weadoreHim.”

After reading thispoem, what character traitsdid you think of ? What doesthe Bible have to say about these
character traits?

What Does the Bible Say?
Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertions or statementsmadefor each of the seven verses.

What doesthe Bible haveto say about joy? What doesthe Bible haveto say about being cheerful? What
doestheBiblehaveto say about gratitude? Giveolder and newer testament examplesof thosethat experienced
joy, cheerfulnessand gratitude. Site historical examplesof joyful, cheerful, and grateful individuas. Give
current examplesof joyful, cheerful, and grateful individuas. How isjoy related to being cheerful? How are
joy and cheerfulnessrelaedto gratefulness? What will youtell your grandchildren about being joyfuln, cheerful
and grateful ? How will you encourage your grandchildren in these character traits? Would you rather be
around someonethat hasjoy, ischeerful, and grateful or around someonethat chronically says“1 can’t” or
complains, etc.?

What doesthe Bible say about complainers, murmurersand thosethat say “1 can’t”? What will youtell your

grandchildren about being complainers, murmurersand thosethat say “1 can’t? How will you encourageyour
grandchildren not to havethese non-God honoring character traits?
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The Author/Poet

Based on what you have studied about this poem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christianor a
humanist? How did you arriveat your decision?

Theof theauthor for thispoem or lyricisJoachim Neander (1650-1680). Thisgrandson of apreacher was
bornin Bremen, Germany, and died 31 May 1680 in Bremen, Germany. Joachim al so became a preacher
working many yearsfor theLord. Itisthought that he died of the plague.

Geography
L ocate Germany on aglobe, map and atlas.

Challenge Locate Breman (Germany) onamap or inan atlas.

Compare/contrast Germany’ sweather with your own for oneweek.
MakeaGerman med for your family.

Activities

1) Makeyour own book! Without making animage of Christ, draw picturesrepesenting each verse. (Note:
that will besevendifferent illustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreadily available at home,
make atitle page with the name of the song and the author’snamewhichwill beyour book’scover. You may
want toillustrate your cover and includethispoeminyour book.

2) Makeyour ownplay! Re-enact with your siblingsor friendsthe message discussed in thispoem. Keepit
lively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorusof thispoem or reading
Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour creation.

3) Radio Dramal With ahandheld taperecorder, createyour own radio show dramatizing the message of this
poem.

4) BeaReporter! Either withyour family camcorder or with ahandheld taperecorder, “interview” various
individua sthispoem couldillustrate (e.g., family members, Oliver Cromwell, GeorgeMason, etc.). Inorder
to havethefast paced style of areporter, watch and/or listen to the newswith your parents permission. Keep
theinterviewslively, quick, andto the point.

Remain objective! Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of the Situation.

5) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat area
of interest and relate that to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat physicaly
expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that hel psto clarify
thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Write astory based on any time period you desirethat expresses
the sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsinthekitchen? Makean ancient med fromthistime
or develop your own meal that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem makes.

6) Poster. Createaposter illustrating the the author’sview of theimpact of Praisethe Lord the Aimighty.
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7) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary tolearn what you can about Joachim Neander (1650-1680) and share
itwithyour family. If possible, discover the story behind thispoem.
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