Were You There? Worksheet
© 2003 Beverly Schmitt, all rights reserved

Versel

Wereyou therewhen they crucified my Lord?

Wereyou therewhen they crucified my Lord?

Oh! Sometimesit causesmeto tremble, tremble, tremble.
Wereyou therewhen they crucified my Lord?

Verse2

Wereyou therewhenthey nailed Himto thetree?
Wereyou therewhenthey nailed Him to thetree?

Oh! Sometimesit causesmetotremble, tremble, tremble.
Wereyou therewhen they nailed Him to thetree?

Verse 3

Wereyou therewhen they laid Himin thetomb?
Wereyou therewhen they laid Himin thetomb?

Oh! Sometimesit causesmetotremble, tremble, tremble.
Wereyou therewhen they laid Himin thetomb?

Vocabulary Inoneor two words definethefollowing termsfrom the poem.

Versel: crucified, tremble
Verse3: tomb

Word Pictures Word picturesisanother way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurativelanguage helps
usformapicture of what theauthor istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword picturesmean and, perhaps,
without drawing apictureof Christ, draw your ideaof theimagery or figurative language the author uses!

Versel: causesmetotremble
Verse3: tomb

Mechanics Verbally discuss
Who isthe speaker? (Does the speaker have a specific personality or has the author remained in the
background so the message of the poemwill bemore clear?)

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’scharacter? (Sometimes, poemsreveal nothing about the
speaker’spersona thoughts, feglings, or attitudes. Yet, the poem may demonstrate those character traitsthat
areimportant to theauthor like courage, loyalty, perserverance, etc.)

| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isit to anyone? (Sometimespoemsare not directed
to anyonein particular, but to anyonethat may readit.)

Doesthepoem havea setting? (Doesthe author tell where the poem occurs? |sthe poem about aspecific
event?)



| sthe poem about a particular event? (Isthe event past or present? If it isabout a past event, doesthe
remembrance of the event have aparticular meaning to the speaker?)

| sthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly? (Some poemsare straightforward and are meant
tobetakenliteraly. Insongs, thethememay bepresentedintherefrainorinthelast few lines. Sometimesthe
themeisalittlebit moredifficult to discern asitismadewith figurativelanguage or symbols.)

How did you respond to the poem when you read it thefirst time?

What point of view or perspective isthe speaker? (What meaning do you think the poem has for the
author?)

How did you respond to the poem when you read it the first time? (Did your thoughts and feelings
changeafter you took timeto study it?)

Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

Verse1: What question doesthisverseask? Why? Why would thisbeimportant? Why would it causethe
author totremble?
Verse2: What question doesthisverseask? Why? Why would thisbeimportant? Why would it causethe
author totremble?
Verse 3: What question doesthisverseask? Why? Why would thisbeimportant? Why would it causethe
author totremble?

After reading thispoem, what character traitsdid you think of ? What doesthe Bible have to say about these
character traits?

What Does the Bible Say?
Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertions or statements made for each of thethree verses.

Discussthispoeminlight of thefollowing scriptureverses:

ServetheL ord with fear and rejoicewith trembling. Kissthe Son, lest Hebe
angry, and ye perish from theway, when Hiswrath iskindled but alittle. Blessed
aredl they that put their trustinHim. Psalm 2:11,12

The Author/Poet
Based on what you have studied about this poem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christian or a
humanist? How did you arriveat your decision?

Thissong isan American-African tunethat hasbecomeatraditionin many partsof Christendom

Geography
L ocatethe United Statesand Africaon aglobe, map and atlas.

Challenge Locateacity/stateinAmericanand locateacity/statein Africa onamap or inan atlas.
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Compare/contrast Africa’ sweather with your own for oneweek.
MakeanAmerican or anAfrican med for your family.

Activities

1) Makeyour own book! Without making animage of Christ, draw picturesrepesenting each verse. (Note:
that will bethreedifferent illustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreadily availableat home,
make atitle page with the name of the song and the author’snamewhichwill beyour book’scover. You may
want to illustrate your cover and includethispoeminyour book.

2) Makeyour ownplay! Re-enact with your siblingsor friendsthe message discussed in thispoem. Keepit
lively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorusof thispoem or reading
Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour creation.

3) Radio Dramal With ahandheld taperecorder, createyour own radio show dramatizing the message of this
poem.

4) BeaReporter! Either withyour family camcorder or with ahandheld tape recorder, “interview” various
individua sthispoem couldillustrate (e.g., family members, Oliver Cromwell, George Washington Carver,
President George Bush theyounger, etc.). Inorder to havethefast paced style of areporter, watch and/or
listen to the newswith your parents permission. Keeptheinterviewslively, quick, andto the point.

Remain objective! Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of the Situation.

5) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat area
of interest and relate that to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat physicaly
expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that hel psto clarify
thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Write astory based on any time period you desirethat expresses
the sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsinthekitchen? Makean ancient med fromthistime
or develop your own meal that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem makes.

6) Poster. Createaposter illustrating thethe author’sview of theimpact of Were You There?

7) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary tolearn what you can about hymns, spirituals, and/or psalmsand share
itwithyour family. If possible, discover the story behind thispoem.
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