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Versel Verse4

Blestishewholoves God's precepts, Likethedriven chaff thewicked
Whofromsinrestrainshisfest, Shall be swept from off theland
Hewhowill not stand with Snners, Withthejust they shall not gather,
Hewho shunsthescorners’ sest. Nor shall inthejudgment stand.
Verse2 Verse5

Blestishewho makesthe statutes Wl theLordwill guard therighteous,
Of theLord hischief delight, For their way to Himisknown;
InGod'slaw, divindly perfect, But theway of evildoers
Meditating day and night. Shall by Him beoverthrown.
Verse 3

Heislikeatreewell planted
By theflowingriver'sside,
Ever greenof leaf and fruitful:
Thusshdl dl hisworksabide.

Vocabulary 1noneor two words define the following termsfrom the poem.

Verse1: Blest, precepts, restraints, shuns, scorners
\Verse2: statutes, divindy, Meditating

Verse3: abide

Verse4: chaff

\Verseb: evildoers

Word Pictures Word picturesis another way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurative language helps
usformapicture of what theauthor istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword picturesmean and, perhaps,
without drawing apictureof Christ, draw your ideaof theimagery or figurative language the author uses!

Verse1: fromsinrestrainshisfeet, will not stand with sinners, shunsscorners' seat
\Verse2: Meditating day and night

Verse3: treewdll planted, flowingriver’sside, green of |eaf

Verse4: thewicked shall be swept from off theland

Verse5: guardtherighteous

Mechanics Verbally discuss
Who isthe speaker? (Does the speaker have a specific personality or has the author remained in the
background so the message of the poemwill bemore clear?)

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’scharacter? (Sometimes, poemsreveal nothing about the
speaker’spersona thoughts, feglings, or attitudes. Yet, the poem may demonstrate those character traitsthat
areimportant to theauthor like courage, loyalty, perserverance, etc.)



| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isit to anyone? (Sometimespoemsare not directed
to anyonein particular, but to anyonethat may readit.)

Doesthe poem havea setting? (Doesthe author tell where the poem occurs? |sthe poem about aspecific
event?)

| sthe poem about a particular event? (Isthe event past or present? If it isabout a past event, doesthe
remembrance of the event have aparticular meaning to the speaker?)

| sthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly? (Some poemsare straightforward and are meant
tobetakenliteraly. Insongs, thethememay bepresentedintherefrainorinthelast few lines. Sometimesthe
themeisalittlebit moredifficult to discern asitismadewith figurativelanguage or symbols.)

How did you respond to the poem when you read it thefirst time?

What point of view or perspective isthe speaker? (What meaning do you think the poem has for the
author?)

How did you respond to the poem when you read it the first time? (Did your thoughts and feelings
changeafter you took timeto study it?)

Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

Verse1: Whoisblest? What isaprecept? What should you keep yoursalf from (line 2)? Who should we not
stand with (line 3)? What should be shunned? Why?

\Verse2: What isastatute? Why should wefollow the Lord’ sstatutes? What isachief delight (line2)? What
isdivinely perfect (line 3)? What should be meditated on? When?

Verse 3: Explainand discussthisverse.

\Verse4: How isthewicked compared to thedriven chaff? Explain and discuss: “Withthejust they shall not
gather, Nor shall inthejudgment stand.”

Verse5: Whowill be guarded? Who doestheguarding? What isknown (line2)? Explainand discuss. “But
theway of evildoers, Shall by Him beoverthrown.”

After reading thispoem, what character traitsdid you think of ? What doesthe Bible have to say about these
character traits?

What Does the Bible Say?
Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertionsor statements madefor each of thefiveverses.

What doesthe Biblehaveto say about loydty (whichisclosely related tolove)? Identify Biblical characters
that weredemongtrated loyaty to God. Canyou think of anyonee sein history that demonstrated thischaracter
traitintheBiblica sense? What will you tell your grandchildren about loyalty? How will you encourageyour
grandchildreninthischaracter trait?

What doesthe Bible say about love? Identify Biblical charactersthat were demonstrated love. Canyouthink
of anyoneesein history that demonstrated thischaracter traitin the Biblical sense? What will you tell your
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grandchildren about love? How will you encourage your grandchildren in thischaracter trait? For more
scriptura helpsinlearning what the Bible saysabout love, go to theinternet page
http://mww.lovetol earnpl ace.con/Specia Days/Vd entines/Bible.html

Discussthispoeminlight of ...

Matthew 22:37" ... Thou shat lovethe Lord thy God with al thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with al thy
mind"

Luke10:27"... Thou shalt lovethe Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with al thy
grength, andwith al thy mind."

Deuteronomy 6:5" Andthou shat lovethe LORD thy God withdl thineheart, and with dl thy soul, and with all
thy might.”

Mark 12:30" Andthou shdtlovetheLord thy Godwith all thy heart, and with dl thy soul, and with dl thy mind,
andwithall thy strength..."

The Author/Poet

Based on what you have studied about this poem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christian or a
humanist? How did you arriveat your decision?

Thispoemisfromthe The Psdter Hymnal.

Geography

L ocate the country of your choice on aglobe, map and atlas.
Challenge Locateoneor two citiesfrom thiscountry onamap or inan atlas.

Compare/contrast the westher from this country with your own for oneweek.
Makea med fromthiscountry for your family.

Activities

1) Makeyour own book! Without making animage of Christ, draw picturesrepesenting each verse. (Note:
that will befivedifferentillustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreedily availableat home, make
atitle page with the name of the song and the author’sname which will beyour book’s cover. You may want
toillustrate your cover and includethispoem in your book.

2) Makeyour ownplay! Re-enact with your siblingsor friendsthe message discussed in thispoem. Keepit
lively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorusof thispoem or reading
Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour creation.

3) Radio Dramal With ahandheld taperecorder, createyour own radio show dramatizing the message of this
poem.
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4) BeaReporter! Either withyour family camcorder or with ahandheld taperecorder, “interview” various
individuasthispoem couldillustrate (e.g., family members, Joshuaand Caeb, Alfred the Greeat, Charlemagne,
Moses, Ruth and Esther, soldiers, laborers, doctors, etc.). Inorder to havethefast paced style of areporter,
watch and/or listen to the newswith your parents permission. Keep theinterviewslively, quick, and tothe

point.
Remainobjective! Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of the situation.

5) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat area
of interest and relate that to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat physicaly
expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that hel psto clarify
thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Write astory based on any time period you desirethat expresses
the sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsinthekitchen? Makean ancient med fromthistime
or develop your own meal that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem makes.

6) Poster. Createaposter illustrating thethe author’sview of theimpact of Blessed isHe Who Loves God
Precepts.

7) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary tolearn what you can aboutpsalmsand psalters and shareit with your
family. If possible, discover the story behind thispoem.
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