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Versel Verse4

God, theomnipotent! King Who ordainest Godthedl wise! By thefireof Thy chastening,
Great winds Thy clarions, lightnings Thy sword; Earth shall to freedom and truth berestored;

Show forth Thy pity on highwhere Thou reignest, Throughthethick darkness Thy kingdomishastening;
Givetouspeaceinour time, O Lord. Thouwilt givepeacein Thy time, O Lord.

Verse2 Verse5

Godtheal merciful! Earth hath forsaken So shdll Thy children, with thankful devotion,

Thy waysof blessedness, dighted Thy Word; Prai se Him Who saved them from peril and sword,
Bid not Thy wrath initsterrorsawaken; Singingin chorusfrom ocean to ocean,

Giveto uspeaceinour time, O Lord. Peaceto the nations, and praiseto the Lord.
Verse 3

Godtheall righteous One! Man hath defied Theg;
Yet to eternity standeth Thy Word,

Falsehood and wrong shall not tarry beside Thee;
Givetouspeaceinour time, O Lord.

Vocabulary Inoneor two words definethefollowing termsfrom the poem.

\Verse1l: omnipotent, ordainest, clarions, Thy, Thou, reignest
\Verse2: hath, forsaken, Bid

Verse 3. defied, Thee, tarry

\erse4. chastening, hastening, wilt

\erse5: devotion, peril

Word Pictures Word picturesisanother way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurativelanguage helps
usformapictureof what theauthor istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword picturesmean and, perhaps,
without drawing apictureof Christ, draw your ideaof theimagery or figurative |language the author uses!

\Versel: Great winds

\erse2: Earth hathforsaken ... dighted Thy Word

\Verse3: Man hath defied

\erse4: freedom and truth berestored,thick darkness

\Verse5: thankful devotion, peril and sword, singingin chorusfrom ocean to ocean

Mechanics Verbally discuss
Who isthe speaker? (Does the speaker have a specific personality or has the author remained in the
background so the message of the poemwill bemoreclear?)

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’scharacter? (Sometimes, poemsreveal nothing about the
speaker’s personal thoughts, feelings, or attitudes. Yet, the poem may demonstratethose character traitsthat
areimportant to the author like courage, loyalty, perserverance, etc.)



| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isit to anyone? (Sometimespoemsare not directed
to anyonein particular, but to anyonethat may readit.)

Doesthe poem havea setting? (Doesthe author tell where the poem occurs? |sthe poem about aspecific
event?)

| sthe poem about a particular event? (Isthe event past or present? If it isabout a past event, doesthe
remembrance of the event have aparticular meaning to the speaker?)

| sthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly? (Some poemsare straightforward and are meant
tobetakenliteraly. Insongs, thethememay bepresentedintherefrainorinthelast few lines. Sometimesthe
themeisalittlebit moredifficult to discern asitismadewith figurativelanguage or symbols.)

How did you respond to the poem when you read it thefirst time?

What point of view or perspective isthe speaker? (What meaning do you think the poem has for the
author?)

How did you respond to the poem when you read it the first time? (Did your thoughts and feelings
changeafter you took timeto study it?)

Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

Verse1: What isomnipotent? Why doesthisterm apply to God? Explain and discuss: “ Show forth Thy pity
onhighwhere Thoureignest.” What doestheauthor requestinthelast line?

Verse2: How isGod described? What did Earth forsake or turn away from? What did it dight? Explainand
discuss: “Bidnot Thy wrathinitsterrorsawaken.” Again, what doesthe author request inthelast line?
Verse 3: How is God described? What has man done? What stands through all eternity (second line)?
Explainand discuss. “Fasehood and wrong shdl not tarry beside Thee.” Again, what doesthe author request
inthelast line?

Verse4: How isGod described? What shall God do? How isthischastening described (first line)? What two
thingsshal berestored to earth? Explainand discuss. “ Throughthethick darkness Thy kingdomishastening.”
Again, what doestheauthor request inthelast line?

Verse 5: What shall God's people do in lines one and two? What did He save them from? Explain and
discuss: “Singing in chorusfrom ocean to ocean, Peaceto the nations, and praiseto theLord.”

After reading thispoem, what character traitsdid you think of ? What doesthe Bible have to say about these
character traits?

What Does the Bible Say?
Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertionsor statements madefor each of thefiveverses.

What doesthe Bible haveto say about making decisions? Identify Biblical charactersthat werefaced with
making decisions. Give historical examplesof thosethat needed to make decisions. What will you tell your
grandchildren about making decisions? How will you encourage your grandchildrento make God honoring
decisons?
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Discussthispoeminlight of ...

Matthew 22:37" ... Thou shatlovethe Lord thy God with al thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with al thy
mind"

Luke10:27"... Thou shalt lovethe Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with al thy
grength, andwith al thy mind."

Deuteronomy 6:5" Andthou shat lovethe LORD thy God withdl thineheart, and with dl thy soul, and with all
thy might.”

Mark 12:30"Andthou shdtlovetheLord thy Godwith all thy heart, and with dl thy soul, and with dl thy mind,
andwithall thy strength..."

What doesthe Bible haveto say about justice? Give examplesof individuasintheolder and newer testament
that demonstrated justice. Givehistorical examplesof justice. After reading the newspaper, listening to the
newson radio, or watching the news, can you think of any examplesof justicetoday? What will you tell your
grandchildren about justice? How will you encourage your grandchildreninthischaracter trait?

Thought discussion question: Canthere bejustice without obedienceto God'sLaw-Word? Why?

The Author/Poet

Based on what you have studied about this poem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christian or a
humanist? How did you arriveat your decision?

The name of the author for thispoem or lyricisHenry Fothergill Chorley (1808-1872). ThisVictorian
journalist wasborn 15 December 1808 near Billinge, Lancashire, England, and died 16 February 1872in
London, England.

John Ellerton (1826-1893) isa so credited for penning thispoem. Thisminister and graduateof Trinity University
wasborn 16 December 1826 in Clerkenwell, Middlesex, England and died 15 June 1893 in Torquay, Devon,

England.

Geography
L ocate Southampton, England, and L ondon on aglobe, map and atlas.

Challenge Locate L ancashire, Middlesex, and Devon (England) onamapor inan atlas.

Compare/contrast England’ sweather with your own for oneweek.
Makean English med for your family.
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Activities

1) Makeyour own book! Without making animage of Christ, draw picturesrepesenting each verse. (Note:
that will befivedifferentillustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreedily availableat home, make
atitle pagewith the name of the song and the author’snamewhichwill beyour book’s cover. You may want
toillustrate your cover and includethispoem in your book.

2) Makeyour ownplay! Re-enact with your siblingsor friendsthe message discussed in thispoem. Keepit
lively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorusof thispoem or reading
Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour creation.

3) Radio Dramal With ahandheld taperecorder, createyour own radio show dramatizing the message of this
poem.

4) BeaReporter! Either withyour family camcorder or with ahandheld taperecorder, “interview” various
individudsthispoem couldillugtrate (eg., family members, journaists, accountants, artists, musicians, scientigs,
etc.). Inorder to havethefast paced style of areporter, watch and/or listen to the newswith your parents
permission. Keeptheinterviewslively, quick, and tothepoint.

Remain objective! Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of the Situation.

5) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat area
of interest and relate that to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat physicaly
expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that hel psto clarify
thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Write astory based on any time period you desirethat expresses
the sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsinthekitchen? Makean ancient med fromthistime
or develop your own meal that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem makes.

6) Poster. Createaposter illustrating the the author’sview of theimpact of God, the Omnipotent!

7) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary tolearn what you can about Henry F. Chorley (1808-1872) and John
Ellerton (1826-1893) and shareit with your family. If possible, discover the story behind thispoem.
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