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Versel

Onceto every man and nation, comesthe moment to decide,

Inthestrife of truthwith falsehood, for thegood or evil side;

Somegresat cause, somegreat decision, offering each the bloom or blight,
And the choicegoesby forever, ' twixt that darknessand that light.

Verse 2

Thento sidewith truthisnoble, when we share her wretched crust,
Ere her cause bring fameand profit, and ' tis prosperousto bejust;
Thenit isthe brave man chooseswhilethe coward standsaside,
Till themultitude makevirtue of thefaiththey had denied.

Verse 3

By thelight of burning martyrs, Christ, Thy bleeding feet wetrack,
Toiling up new CalVv’ riesever with the crossthat turnsnot back;

New occasionsteach new duties, time makes ancient good uncouth,
They must upward still and onward, who would keep abreast of truth.

Verse4

Though the cause of evil prosper, yet thetruth aoneisstrong;
Though her portion bethe scaffold, and upon the throne bewrong;
Yet that scaffold swaysthefuture, and behind the dim unknown,
Standeth God within the shadow, keeping watch above Hisown.

Vocabulary Inoneor two words definethefollowing termsfrom the poem.

\Versel: drife, blight, "twixt

\erse2: noble, wretched, crust, Ere, 'tis, multitude, virtue
\Verse3: martyrs, Thy, Calv'ries, uncouth

Verse 4. scaffold, Standeth

Word Pictures Word picturesisanother way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurativelanguage helps
usformapictureof what theauthor istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword picturesmean and, perhaps,
without drawing apictureof Christ, draw your ideaof theimagery or figurative |language the author uses!

Verse1: moment to decide, bloomor blight

\Verse2: truthisnoble, brave man chooses, coward standsaside
Verse 3: teach new duties, ancient good uncouth

\Verse4: truth...isstrong



Mechanics Verbally discuss
Who isthe speaker? (Does the speaker have a specific personality or has the author remained in the
background so the message of the poemwill bemore clear?)

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’scharacter? (Sometimes, poemsreveal nothing about the
speaker’spersona thoughts, feglings, or attitudes. Yet, the poem may demonstrate those character traitsthat
areimportant to theauthor like courage, loyalty, perserverance, etc.)

| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isit to anyone? (Sometimespoemsare not directed
to anyonein particular, but to anyonethat may readit.)

Doesthepoem havea setting? (Doesthe author tell where the poem occurs? |sthe poem about aspecific
event?)

| sthe poem about a particular event? (Isthe event past or present? If it isabout a past event, doesthe
remembrance of the event have aparticular meaning to the speaker?)

| sthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly? (Some poemsare straightforward and are meant
tobetakenliteraly. Insongs, thethememay bepresentedintherefrainorinthelast few lines. Sometimesthe
themeisalittlebit moredifficult to discern asitismadewith figurativelanguage or symbols.)

How did you respond to the poem when you read it thefirst time?

What point of view or perspective isthe speaker? (What meaning do you think the poem has for the
author?)

How did you respond to the poem when you read it the first time? (Did your thoughts and feelings
changeafter you took timeto study it?)

Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

Verse1: What must every man and nation do? What offers*bloom or blight”? Explain and discuss: “the
choicegoeshby forever, twixt that darknessand that light.”

Verse2: How issideing with truth described? Do you agree? What do the brave do? What do cowardsdo?
Explainanddiscuss. “Till themultitude make virtue of thefaith they had denied.”

Verse3: Explainand discuss. “By thelight of burning martyrs, Christ, Thy bleeding feet wetrack, Toiling up
new Calv’ riesever with the crossthat turnsnot back.” What do new occasionsteach? Why do “ancient
goods’ become* uncouth”?

Verse4: Explainanddiscuss: “Though the cause of evil prosper, yet thetruth doneisstrong.” What may be
awaiting truth? What may be upon thethroneor in control of the civil government? The author assertsthe
“scaffold swaysthefuture.” How doestruth and justice sway thefuture? Whoiswatching? Whoisguarding

Hispeople?

After reading thispoem, what character traitsdid you think of ? What doesthe Bible have to say about these
character traits?
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What Does the Bible Say?
Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertions or statements madefor each of thefour verses.

What doesthe Bible haveto say about nobletruth? Identify Biblical charactersthat were demonstrated noble
truth. Canyou think of anyonee sein history that demonstrated thischaracter trait inthe Biblical sense? What
will youtell your grandchildren about being noble and truth? How will you encourageyour grandchildrenin
these character traits?

What doesthe Bible haveto say about justice? Give examplesof individuasintheolder and newer testament
that demonstrated justice. Givehistorical examplesof justice. After reading the newspaper, listening to the
newson radio, or watching the news, can you think of any examplesof justicetoday? What will you tell your
grandchildren about justice? How will you encourage your grandchildreninthischaracter trait?

Discussthispoemwith respect to ...
ServetheL ord with fear, and rejoicewith trembling. Kissthe Son, lest Hebeangry,
and ye perish from theway, when Hiswrath iskindled but alittle. Blessed areall they
that put their trustinHim. Psalm 2:11,12

Psalm 53:1 ... Thefool hath said in hisheart, Thereisno God. Corrupt arethey, and
have doneabominableiniquity: thereisnonethat doeth good.

Psam 2:1-5 ... Why do the heathen rage, and the peopleimagineavain thing? The
kingsof the eart set themselves, and therulerstake counsdl together, against the
Lord, and against Hisanointed, saying, Let usbreak their bands asunder, and cast
away their cordsfromus. Hethat sitteth inthe heavensshall laugh: they Lord shall
havetheminderison. Then shal Hegpeak unto theminHiswrath, and vex themin
Hissoredispleasure.

The Author/Poet

Based onwhat you have studied about this poem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christianor a
humanist? How did you arriveat your decision?

Thiswell known author and poet for thispoemisJamesR. Lowell (1819-1891). Hewasborn 22 February

1819 and died 12 August 1892 both in Cambridge, M assachusetts. He graduated from Harvard in 1838 and
in1855 becameHarvard' s Professor of Modern Languag-esand L iterature after Henry Wadsworth Longfel low.
Heserved asaminister to Spain aswell asan ambassador to England. Thispoem first appeared the Boston
Courier, December 11, 1845.

Geography
L ocate M assachusetts, England, and Spain on aglobe, map and atlas.

Challenge Locate Cambridge onamap orinan atlas.

Compare/contrast the weather of England, Spain and/or M assachusettswith your own for oneweek.
Make an English, Spanish or New England meal for your family.
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Activities

1) Makeyour own book! Without making animage of Christ, draw picturesrepesenting each verse. (Note:
that will besix different il lustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreedily available at home, make
atitle pagewith the name of the song and the author’snamewhichwill beyour book’s cover. You may want
toillustrate your cover and includethispoem in your book.

2) Makeyour ownplay! Re-enact with your siblingsor friendsthe message discussed in thispoem. Keepit
lively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorusof thispoem or reading
Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour creation.

3) Radio Dramal With ahandheld taperecorder, createyour own radio show dramatizing the message of this
poem.

4) BeaReporter! Either withyour family camcorder or with ahandheld taperecorder, “interview” various
individuasthispoem couldillustrate (e.g., family members, judges,soldiers, ministers, missonaries, honorable
civil servants, farmers, laborers, citizens, etc.). Inorder to havethefast paced style of areporter, watch and/
or listento the newswith your parents permission. Keep theinterviewslively, quick, andto thepoint.

Remain objective! Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of the Situation.

5) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat area
of interest and relate that to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat physicaly
expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that hel psto clarify
thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Write astory based on any time period you desirethat expresses
the sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsinthekitchen? Makean ancient med fromthistime
or develop your own meal that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem makes.

6) Poster. Createaposter illustrating thethe author’sview of theimpact of Onceto Every Man and Nation.

7) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary tolearn what you can about JamesR. Lowell (1819-1891) and share
itwithyour family. If possible, discover the story behind thispoem.
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