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Versel Verse3

Rise, yechildren of salvation, Fighting, weshall bevictorious

All who cleaveto Christ the Head; By theblood of Christ our Lord;
Wake, awake, O mighty nation, Onour foreheads, bright and glorious,
Erethefoeon Zion tread; Shinesthewitnessof HisWord;
Hedrawsnigh, and would defy Spear and shield on battlefield,

All the hostsof God most high. Hisgreat Name; we cannot yield.
Verse2 Verse4

Saintsand martyrslong beforeus When Hisservants stand beforeHim
Firmly onthisground have stood; Each receiving hisreward,

Seetheir banner waving 0’ er us, When Hissaintsinlight adore Him,
Conquerorsthrough the Savior’sblood. Givingglory totheLord,

Ground we hold, whereon of old, “Victory!” our song shal be

Fought thefaithful and thebold. Likethethunder of the sea.

Vocabulary Inoneor two words definethefollowing termsfrom the poem.

\Versel: ye, cleave, Ere, foe, Zion, tread, nigh, defy, hosts
\erse2: saints, martyrs, o' er

\Verse3: witness, yield

Verse4: adore

Word Pictures Word picturesisanother way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurativelanguage helps
usformapictureof what theauthor istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword picturesmean and, perhaps,
without drawing apictureof Christ, draw your ideaof theimagery or figurative |language the author uses!

\Verse1: children of salvation, wakeawake mighty nation

\Verse2: saintsand martyrs, banner waving o' er us, conquerors, fought thefaithful and thebold
\Verse 3: weshall bevictorious, spear and shiled on battlefield, cannot yield

\erse4: servantsstand

Mechanics Verbally discuss
Who isthe speaker? (Does the speaker have a specific personality or has the author remained in the
background so the message of the poemwill bemoreclear?)

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’scharacter? (Sometimes, poemsreveal nothing about the
speaker’s personal thoughts, feelings, or attitudes. Yet, the poem may demonstratethose character traitsthat
areimportant to the author like courage, loyalty, perserverance, etc.)

| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isitto anyone? (Sometimespoemsare not directed
to anyonein particular, but to anyonethat may readit.)

Doesthe poem havea setting? (Doestheauthor tell where the poem occurs? I sthe poem about aspecific
event?)



| sthe poem about a particular event? (Isthe event past or present? If it isabout a past event, doesthe
remembrance of the event have aparticular meaning to the speaker?)

| sthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly? (Some poemsare straightforward and are meant
tobetakenliteraly. Insongs, thethememay bepresentedintherefrainorinthelast few lines. Sometimesthe
themeisalittlebit moredifficult to discern asitismadewith figurativelanguage or symbols.)

How did you respond to the poem when you read it thefirst time?

What point of view or perspective isthe speaker? (What meaning do you think the poem has for the
author?)

How did you respond to the poem when you read it the first time? (Did your thoughts and feelings
changeafter you took timeto study it?)

Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

Versel: What isthe phraseused for Chrigtiansinthefirst line? What arethey told to do? ToWhomdothey
“cleave’? What are Christianstold to do inthe second line? How arethey described inthe second line (last
word)? Haveyou ever thought of Christiansin thismanner before? Whoisthefoeof Zion? What arethey
attempting to do?

Verse2: What have saintsand martyrsdone (linetwo)? What iswaving? How are Christiansthat came
beforeustermed (first word, fourth line)? Explain and discuss. “Ground we hold, whereon of old, Fought the
faithful and thebold.”

Verse3: Explainand discuss: “Fighting, weshall bevictorious, By theblood of Christ our Lord.” What shall
be on theforehead of aChristian? What will not beyiel ded on the battlefiel d?

Verse4: How are Christiansdescribed in thefirst [ine? What will they receive? What will the saintsor
Christiansdo? Explainand discuss: ““Victory!” our song shall be, Likethethunder of thesea.”

After reading thispoem, what character traitsdid you think of ? What doesthe Bible have to say about these
character traits?

What Does the Bible Say?
Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertions or statements madefor each of thefour verses.

Caleb (Num 13:30), Joshua (Josh 1:1-11), Jonathan (1 Sam 14:1,6-14), and Danidl (Dan 6:1-28) al seemto
take courage seriously. Courageisdoingwhat isright eventhough oneisafraid. Giveexamplesof other
individuasinthe Biblethat demonstrated courage. Givehistorical examplesof courage. After reading the
newspaper, listening to the newson radio, or watching the news, can you think of any examples of courage
presently? What will you tell your grandchildren about courage? How will you encourage your grandchildren
inthischaracter trait?

Discussthisinlight of 1 Corinthians 16:13, “ Watchye, stand fast inthefaith, quit you like men, bestrong.”

Relatethe message of thispoem to education with respect to 2 Corinthians 10:5, * Casting down imaginations,
and every highthing that exateth itself against theknowledge of God, and bringinginto captivity every thought
to the obedience of Christ.” Do the samefor other areas of human activity (e.g., civics, finances, thearts,
dance, sports, etc.). Areal theseareasequally important to aChristian?
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Discussthispoeminlight of ...
Maithew 22:37" ... Thou shdtlovetheLord thy God withdl thy heart, andwith dl thy soul, and with dl thy mind."

Luke10:27"... Thou shalt lovethe Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with al thy
srength, andwith al thy mind."

Deuteronomy 6:5" Andthou shat lovethe LORD thy God withdl thineheart, and with dl thy soul, and with all
thy might.”

Mark 12:30" Andthou shdtlovetheLord thy Godwith all thy heart, and with dl thy soul, and with dl thy mind,
andwithall thy strength..."

Continuediscussing thispoemwith respect to ...

ServetheLordwithfear, and rgoicewith trembling. Kissthe Son, lest Hebeangry,
and ye perish from theway, when Hiswrath iskindled but alittle. Blessed areall they
that put their trustinHim. Psalm 2:11,12

Psalm 53:1 ... Thefool hath said in hisheart, Thereisno God. Corrupt arethey, and
have doneabominableiniquity: thereisnonethat doeth good.

Psam 2:1-5 ... Why do the heathen rage, and the peopleimagineavain thing? The
kingsof the eart set themselves, and therulerstake counsdl together, against the
Lord, and against Hisanointed, saying, Let usbreak their bands asunder, and cast
away their cordsfromus. Hethat sitteth inthe heavensshall laugh: they Lord shall
havetheminderison. Then shal Hespeak unto theminHiswrath, and vex themin
Hissoredispleasure.

The Author/Poet

Based onwhat you have studied about thispoem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christianor a
humanist? How did you arriveat your decision?

Thenameof theauthor for thispoemor lyricisJustus Falckner (1672-1723). Thisson of aL utheran minister
andfirg ordained L uthern minister inAmericawasborn 22 November 1672 in Langenreinsdorf, Crimmitschau,
Zwickau, Sachsen (Saxony), and died 1723 in Newburgh, New York.

Geography

Locate New York on aglobe, map and atlas.
Challenge Locate Saxony onamap or inan atlas.

Compare/contrast England’sand or Germany’ sweather with your own for oneweek.
M ake an American and/or Germanmeal for your family.
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Activities

1) Makeyour own book! Without making animage of Christ, draw picturesrepesenting each verse. (Note:
that will befour different illustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreadily available at home,
make atitle page with the name of the song and the author’snamewhichwill beyour book’scover. You may
want to illustrate your cover and includethispoeminyour book.

2) Makeyour ownplay! Re-enact with your siblingsor friendsthe message discussed in thispoem. Keepit
lively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorusof thispoem or reading
Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour creation.

3) Radio Dramal With ahandheld taperecorder, createyour own radio show dramatizing the message of this
poem.

4) BeaReporter! Either withyour family camcorder or with ahandheld taperecorder, “interview” various
individuasthispoem couldillugtrate (e.g., family members, farmers, soldiers, tool makers, designers, architects,
homemakers, etc.). Inorder to havethefast paced styleof areporter, watch and/or listen to the newswith
your parents’ permission. Keep theinterviewslively, quick, andto the point.

Remain objective! Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of the Situation.

5) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat area
of interest and relate that to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat physicaly
expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that hel psto clarify
thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Write astory based on any time period you desirethat expresses
the sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsinthekitchen? Makean ancient med fromthistime
or develop your own meal that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem makes.

6) Poster. Createaposter illustrating thethe author’sview of theimpact of Rise, Ye Children of Salvation.

7) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary tolearn what you can about Justus Falckner (1672-1723) and shareit
withyour family. If possible, discover the story behind this poem.
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