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1) Christian, riseand act thy creed; 3) Letthineaimsbehopeandjoy,
Let thy prayer beinthy deed:; Andthy worship God'semploy;
Seek theright, performthetrue, GiveHimthanksinhumblezed,
Raisethy worksandlifeanew. Learningall Hiswill tofed.

2) Heartsaround thee sink with care; 4) Come, then Law divine, andreign;
Thou canst help their |oad to bear; Freestfaithassalledinvain,

Thou canst bringinspiringlight, Perfect lovebereft of fear,

Armtheir faltering willstofight. Borninheavenandradiant here.

Vocabulary Inoneor two words define the following termsfrom the poem.

Verse 1: thy, creed

Verse2: thee, cangt, ingpiring, fatering
Verse3: thine, employ, humble, zea

Verse4: divine, assailed, vain, befreft, radiant

Word Pictures Word picturesisanother way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurative language
helpsusform apicture of what the author istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword picturesmean and,
perhaps, draw your ideaof theimagery or figurative language the author uses!

Verse 1. riseand act, Seek theright, perform thetrue
Verse2: hearts... sink, inspiring light

Verse3: humblezeal

Verse4: law divine, bereft of fear

Mechanics arethe nutsand boltsof apoem. Verbally discuss.

Who isthe speaker? (Does the speaker have a specific personality or has the author remained in the
background so the message of the poemwill bemore clear?)

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’scharacter? (Sometimes, poemsreveal nothing about the
speaker’ spersona thoughts, feelings, or attitudes. Yet, the poem may demongtrate those character traitsthat
areimportant to the author like courage, loyalty, perserverance, etc.)

| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isit to anyone? (Sometimespoemsare not directed
to anyonein particular, but to anyonethat may readit.)

Doesthe poem havea setting? (Doesthe author tell where the poem occurs? |sthe poem about aspecific
event?)

| sthe poem about a particular event? (Isthe event past or present? If it isabout a past event, doesthe
remembrance of the event have aparticular meaning to the speaker?)



| sthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly? (Some poemsare straightforward and are meant
tobetakenliterally. Insongs, thethememay be presentedintherefrain or inthelast few lines. Sometimesthe
themeisalittlebit moredifficult to discern asitismadewith figurativelanguage or symbols.)

What point of view or perspectiveisthe speaker? (What meaning do you think the poem has for the
author?)

How did you respond to the poem when you read it the first time? (Did your thoughts and feelings
changeafter you took timeto study it?)

Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

Versel: Creed means*| believe.” What doesthe author mean by “Christian riseand act thy creed”? What
should bein one's“deed”? Why? What doesthe author tell the reader to seek? Why do you think thisis
recommended? Perform meansto act or do something. Why do youthink theauthor says* performthetrue’?
Explainand discuss, “ Raisethy worksand life anew.”

\erse2: Didyou noticetheterms*“thee,” “thou,” and* canst” inthisverse? Why do you think the author used
them? According to the author, what issinking around thereader? What iscausing it to sink? What doesthe
author tell thereader to do inthethird and forth lines of thisverse? Why do you think thisisso?

Verse3: Didyounoticetheterm“thine” inthisverse? Why do you think the author usedit? What should be
theaim of thereader according to the author? Why? Explain and discuss® Give Him thanksin humble zed .”
Why do you think the author held thisto beimportant? Do you agree with the author?

Verse4: Explainand discuss*” Come, thenlaw divine, andreign.” What doesthe author tell thereader to do
inthethird and forth linesof thisverse? Why do you think thisisso?

After reading thispoem, what character traitsdid you think of ? What doesthe Bible haveto say about these
character traits?

What Does the Bible Say?
Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertions or statementsmadefor each verse.

What doesthe Bible haveto say about courage and encouraging others? Canyou giveany examplesfromthe
Bibleothersdemonstrating courage and encouraging others? Examplesin history?

The Author/Poet

Based on what you have studied about thispoem so far, would you guessthat the author wasaChristianor a
humanist? How did you arriveat your decison?

Thename of theauthor for thispoem or lyricisFrancisAlbert Rollo Russell (1849-1914). Hewasborn 11
July 1849 in Richmond, Surrey, England, anddied 30 March 1914 in London, England. He attended Christ
Church, Oxford andreceived hisB.A., 1873. Mr. Russell wasalso aFellow of the Royal Meteorological
Society aswell ashaving hissongspublished in Break of Day (L ondon) 1893.

Extra Credit: Definemeteorological . What do you think the activities of ameteorological society are?
Would you liketo belong to one?
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Geography

Locate London and England on aglobe, map and atlas.
Challenge Locate Richmond, Surrey, and Oxford onamap or in an atlas.

Compare/contrast England’sweather with your own for oneweek.
Makean English meal for your family.

Activities

1) Makeyour own book! Without making animage of Christ, draw picturesrepesenting each verse. (Note:
that will befour differentillustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreadily available at home,
make atitle page with the name of the song and the author’ snamewhich will beyour book’scover. You may
want toillustrate your cover and includethispoeminyour book.

2) Makeyour own play! Re-enact withyour siblingsor friendsthe message discussed inthispoem. Keepit
lively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorusof thispoem or reading
Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour creation.

3) Radio Dramal With ahandheld taperecorder, create your own radio show dramatizing the message of this
poem.

4) BeaReporter! Either withyour family camcorder or with ahandheld taperecorder, “interview” various
individua sconnected with this poem (e.g., Patrick Henry, George Mason, Oliver Cromwell, Charlemagne,
King Arthur, Alfred the Great, Margaret Thatcher, parents, etc.). Inorder to havethefast paced styleof a
reporter, watch and/or listento the newswith your parents’ permission. Keeptheinterviewslively, quick,
andtothepoint.

Remain objective! Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of thesitua
tion.

5) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat area
of interest and relate that to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat physicaly
expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that helpsto clarify
thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Writeastory based on any time period you desirethat expresses
the sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsinthekitchen? Makean ancient medl fromthistime
or develop your own meal that symbolizesthe many different pointsthis poem makes.

6) Poster. Create aposter illustrating the the author’sview of theimpact of Christian Riseand Act Thy
Creed.

7) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary tolearn what you can about Francis Albert Rollo Russell and shareit
withyour family. If possible, discover the story behind thispoem.
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