TheWork Must Go On Wor ksheet
© 2002 Beverly Schmitt, all rightsreserved

1) A glad message rings through the world today,
It echoes through the countries afar,

That therising Sun, with celestial ray,

Scatters healing where' er men are.

Refrain

The good work must go on and on,

Till theworld for the Lord iswon,
Greater triumphs must be gained,
Greater heightsin love attained,

Till thegloriousday of God shall dawn.

2) There are many souls that were dark as night,
All shadowed by the blackness of sin,

That are glowing now withimmortal light,
Sincethe glory of God shonein.

Refrain

3) There are hungry hearts that were starved for
bread,

But Jesus has supplied every need;

For on Him, the Bread of Life, they have fed

Till their spiritsare glad indeed.

Refrain

4) And the deaf shal hear, and the blind eyes see;
The Word of God shall quicken and glow;

Christ the King of earth and heaven still shall be
Till Hisglory each heart shall know.

Refrain

Vocabulary I1noneor two words define the following terms from the poem.

Versel: celestia, where' er
Refrain: attained
Verse2: immorta

Verse4: quicken

Word Pictures Word picturesisanother way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurative language
helpsusform apicture of what the author istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword picturesmean and,
perhaps, draw your ideaof theimagery or figurative language the author uses!

Verse1: messagerings, Scattershealing

Verse2: blacknessof Sin, glowing ... withimmortal light

Verse 3. hungry hearts, Bread of Life

Verse4: deaf shal hear, blind eyes see, quicken and glow



Mechanics arethe nutsand boltsof apoem. Verbally discuss.

Who isthe speaker? (Does the speaker have a specific personality or has the author remained in the
background so the message of the poemwill bemoreclear?)

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’scharacter? (Sometimes, poemsreveal nothing about the
speaker’spersonal thoughts, feelings, or attitudes. Yet, the poem may demonstratethose character traitsthat
areimportant to the author like courage, loyalty, perserverance, etc.)

| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isitto anyone? (Sometimes poemsare not directed
to anyonein particular, but to anyonethat may read it.)

Doesthe poem havea setting? (Doesthe author tell where the poem occurs? | sthe poem about aspecific
event?)

| sthe poem about a particular event? (Isthe event past or present? If it isabout a past event, doesthe
remembrance of the event have aparticular meaning to the speaker?)

| sthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly? (Some poemsare straightforward and are meant
tobetakenliterally. Insongs, thethememay be presentedintherefrain or inthelast few lines. Sometimesthe
themeisalittlebit moredifficult to discern asitismadewith figurativelanguage or symbaols.)

What point of view or perspective isthe speaker? (What meaning do you think the poem has for the
author?)

How did you respond to the poem when you read it the first time? (Did your thoughts and feelings
change after you took timeto study it?)

Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

Verse 1. What isthe* glad message rings through the world today” ? How may a“message” echo? Do
students/teachersparticipateinthis” glad message’ ? Can you relate sameto math, science, literature, history,
civics, etc.? How can healing “be scattered” ? Did you noticetheword “where er” ? What doesit mean and
why do you think the author choseto usethisword?

Refrain: What isthe*good work”? Why must it go on? How can astudent and ascholar relatethe“good
work” to math, science, history, geography, civics, grammar, language arts, etc.? What ismeant by “ Greater
triumphsmust begained”?

Verse2: What ismeant by “ Thereare many soulsthat were dark asnight”? What was shadowed? What is
now glowing “withimmorta light”? What madethedifference? Explain and discuss, “ Sincetheglory of God
shonein.”

\Verse3: What ishungry? Do you think thisisan odd expression? Who supplied every need? What ismeant
by “Bread of Life’? What ismeant by being fed onthe Bread of Life? What wasglad? Why doyouthink this
iSS0?

\erse4: What ismeant by “deaf shall hear, and theblind eyes see’? Doesthismean that onemust beliterally
deaf and blind? Why/why not? Quickenisan old termthat meansaive. Why do you think theauthor used this
terminthisverse? What will “quickenand glow”? Explain and discuss* Christ the King of earth and heaven
dill shdl be”
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After reading thispoem, what character traitsdid you think of ? What doesthe Bible have to say about these
character traits?

What Does the Bible Say?
Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertions or statements madefor each of the versesand therefrain.

How doesthe Bible definework? labor? Can you relate this song to 2 Corinthians 10:5 * Casting down
imaginations, and every highthing that exdtethitself against theknowledge of God, and bringinginto captivity
every thought to the obedience of Christ”?

The Author/Poet

Based onwhat you have studied about this poem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christianor a
humanist? How did you arrive at your decison?

Thispoem or lyricwaswritten by LaureneHighfieldin 1911. Hardly anythingisknow about Mr. Highfield.
Why doyou think thisisso?

Geography
Physicaly, wheredo you think “The Work Must Go On”? Point to variousplaceson aglobe, map, and atlas.

Challenge Locate and learn about 1-2 new placeson the globethat you have never heard of before.

Compare/contrast weather from those areaswith your own for oneweek.
Makea medl for your family from the placesyou haveidentified.

Activities

1) Makeyour ownbook! Without making animage of Christ, draw picturesrepesenting each verse. (Note:
that will befivedifferentillustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreedily avail ableat home, make
atitle pagewith the name of the song and the author’s name which will beyour book’s cover. You may want
toillustrate your cover and includethispoeminyour book.

2) Makeyour own play! Re-enact with your siblingsor friendsthe message discussed in thispoem. Keepit
lively, ample, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorusof thispoemor reading
Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour creation.

3) Radio Dramal With ahandheld taperecorder, create your own radio show dramatizing the message of this
poem.

4) BeaReporter! Either with your family camcorder or with ahandheld tape recorder, “interview” various
individual s connected with this poem (e.g., parents, missionaries, students/teachers, scholars, historians,
mathemeticians, authors, etc.). Inorder to havethefast paced style of areporter, watch and/or listento the
newswithyour parents permission. Keeptheinterviewslively, quick, and tothepoint.

Remain objectivel Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of theSituation.
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5) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat area
of interest and relatethat to thispoem. 1f you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat physi-
cally expressesthe sentiments of thispoem. 1f you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that helpsto
clarify thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Write astory based on any time period you desire that
expressesthe sentiments of thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsin the kitchen? Make an ancient meal
fromthistime or devel op your own meal that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem makes.

6) Poster. Create aposter illustrating the the author’ sview of theimpact of The Work Must Go On.

7) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary tolearn what you can about Laurene Highfield and shareit with your
family. If possible, discover the story behind this poem.
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