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1) Workinginthevineyard, Refrain

Working all theday,

Never be discouraged, 3) Marchingontoglory,

Only watch and pray, Still your way pursue,

Do your duty nobly, Inyour Father’skingdom,

Heart and hand unite, There's a crown for you;
_ Livefor Him Who lovesyou,

Refrain Keep your colorsbright,

Minding the watchword,

Stand by theright, Refrain

Minding thewatchword,

Stand by theright.

2) Working for the Master,

Do not be afraid,

Trialsmay befall you,

Never be dismayed,

Put your trust in Jesus,

Keep your armor bright,

Vocabulary 1noneor two words define the following terms from the poem.

Verse1: vineyard, duty, nobly
Refrain: watchword
Verse2: trias

\erse3. pursue, colors

Word Pictures Word picturesisanother way of saying imagery. Imagery or figurative language helps
usformapictureof what theauthor istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword picturesmean and, perhaps,
draw your ideaof theimagery or figurative language the author uses!

Verse 1. Workinginthevineyard, Do your duty nobly, heart and hand unite
Refrain: Mindingthewatchword, Stand by theright

Verse2: Working for the Master, Keep your armor bright

Verse3: Marchingontoglory, There'sacrown, Keep your colorsbright



Mechanics arethe nutsand boltsof apoem. Verbally discuss.

Who isthe speaker? (Does the speaker have a specific personality or has the author remained in the
background so the message of the poemwill bemoreclear?)

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’scharacter? (Sometimes, poemsreveal nothing about the
speaker’spersonal thoughts, feelings, or attitudes. Yet, the poem may demonstratethose character traitsthat
areimportant to the author like courage, loyalty, perserverance, etc.)

| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isitto anyone? (Sometimes poemsare not directed
to anyonein particular, but to anyonethat may read it.)

Doesthe poem havea setting? (Doesthe author tell where the poem occurs? | sthe poem about aspecific
event?)

| sthe poem about a particular event? (Isthe event past or present? If it isabout a past event, doesthe
remembrance of the event have aparticular meaning to the speaker?)

| sthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly? (Some poemsare straightforward and are meant
tobetakenliterally. Insongs, thethememay be presentedintherefrain or inthelast few lines. Sometimesthe
themeisalittlebit moredifficult to discern asitismadewith figurativelanguage or symbaols.)

What point of view or perspective isthe speaker? (What meaning do you think the poem has for the
author?)

How did you respond to the poem when you read it the first time? (Did your thoughts and feelings
change after you took timeto study it?)

Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

Verse 1: What doesthe author mean by “working inthevineyard”? What does“vineyard” symbolizeif
anything? Theauthor admonishesthereader to“ never bediscouraged.” Why doyou think thisisso? What
isthereader to“watch and pray” for? What ismeant by “ duty” ? Explain and discuss* Do your duty nobly.”
Isthisimportant? Why/Why not?

Refrain: What isawatchword? Generally, themilitary useswatchword. Why do you think the author used
thisterm? Explain “Minding thewatchword” and discusssameinreaionto” Stand by theright.” Why doyou
think the author used thisasarefrain to be read after each verse? Why do you think the author held these
conceptsto beimportant?

\erse2: According totheauthor, whoisthereader working for? Theauthor tellsthereader to not be” afraid”
or “dismayed.” Why? What will happeninlifeto thereader? What ismeant by “trials’? Theauthor tellsthe
reader to put their trustin Whom? Why? What should be kept bright? Why?

\erse3: Explainanddiscuss®Marchingontoglory.” What doestheauthor mean by thisphrase? Why doyou
think the author included it in the poem? Explain and discuss*“Keep your colorsbright.” What arethe
“colors’?

After reading this poem, what character traitsdid you think of ? What doesthe Bible haveto say about these
character traits?
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What Does the Bible Say?
Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertions or statements madefor each of the versesand therefrain.

What does the Bible have to say about duty? Do all Christians have aduty to perform? Relate duty to
“Cadting downimaginations, and every highthing that exdtethitself against theknowledge of God, and brining
into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ” 2 Corinthians10:5. What isthe duty of astudent?
parent? child? Christian? etc.

Doesthe Bible agree with the author of this poem that one’s duty isto be done nobly? Why? Site your
source(s).

Canyouthink of anyoneintheBibleor in history that has performed their duty nobly?

The Author/Poet
Based on what you have studied about thispoem so far, would you guessthat the author wasaChristianor a
humanist? How did you arriveat your decison?

Thispoem or lyric was written by Frances Jane (Fanny) Crosby (1820-1915). Shewasborn 24 March
1820, in Putnam County, New York, and died 12 February 1915, in Bridgeport, Connecticut. At six weeks,
Fanny was blinded by an incompetent doctor, but that did not deter her from writing over 8000
Chrigtiansongs.

She wrote under many pseudonyms (e.g., Cora Adrienne, Fannie Jane Alstyne, A. E. Andrews, James
Apple, Alice Armstrong, Rose Atherton, Carrie Bell, Catherine Bethune, JamesBlack, JamesL Black,
JamesM. Black, HenriettaBlair, Florence Booth, Charles Bruce, Robert Bruce, CharlesBurns, Mary Carlston,
Leah Carlton, Fannie Church, Eleanor Craddock, Lyman G. Culyer, EllaDae, FloraDayton, D.D.,D.D.R.,
Ryan A.Dykes, Rian A. Dykes, JamesEliot, Lizzie Edmonds, Lizzie Edwards, FA.N., FJ.C,FJV.A,,
Fannie, Fanny, Mrs. Edna Forrest, Carrie Frances, GraceJ. Frances, Lillian G. Frances, S. Trevor Frances,
VictoriaFrances, Jenny Garnet, Jennie Glen, Frank Gould, Mrs. Kate Grinley, G.W.W.,Ruth Harmon,
Carrie Hawthorn, Frances Hope, Frances Hops, Annie James, Mary James, Sarah James, J.F.O., JW.W,,
MyraJudson, MarthaLankton, H.N. Lincoln, W. Robert Lindsay, L.L.A., Minnie B. Lowry, Maud Marion,
S. Martin, SallieMartin, Sam Martin, LauraMiller, A. Montieth, Alice Montieth, EdnaL . Park, Mrs. L.C.
Prentice, Mrs. Kate Smiling, Sallie A. Smith, Sallie E. Smith, Sally Smith, Sam Smith, J.L. Sterling, Julia
Serling, Ryan Sterling, VictoriaSterling, VictoriaStewart, |da Scott Taylor, The Children’sFriend, LouiseW.
Tilden, Mary Tilden, Jenny V., Mrs. Van A, Fannie Van Alstyne, Fannie Jane Van Alstyne, Mrs. Van Alstyne,
Mrs. Alexander Van Alstyne, Viola, ZemiraWallace, Carrie Wilson, Mrs. C.M. Wilson, ##, ##,'*’ , and

***).

Why do you think shewrote under so many pseudonyms?
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Geography
Locate New York and Bridgeport (Connecticut) on aglobe, map and atlas.

Challenge L ocate Putnam County (New York) onamap or inan atlas.

Compare/contrast the weather of New York and/or Connecticut with your own for oneweek.
Makeameal from either New York or Connecticut for your family.

Activities

1) Makeyour own book! Without making animage of Christ, draw picturesrepesenting each verse. (Note:
that will befour different illustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreadily available at home,
make atitle page with the name of the song and the author’snamewhich will beyour book’scover. You may
want toillustrate your cover and includethispoeminyour book.

2) Makeyour own play! Re-enact with your siblingsor friends message discussed in thispoem. Keepit
lively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorusof thispoem or reading
Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour creation.

3) RadioDramal With ahandheld taperecorder, create your own radio show dramatizing the message of this
poem.

4) BeaReporter! Either withyour family camcorder or with ahandheld taperecorder, “interview” various
individuasconnected with thispoem (e.g., headsof nationseither current or past, reporters, tatesmen, soldiers,
ministers, etc.). Inorder to havethefast paced style of areporter, watch and/or listento the newswith your
parents permission. Keegptheinterviewslively, quick, and to the point.

Remainobjective! Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of the Situation.

5) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat area
of interest and relatethat to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat physicaly
expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that helpsto clarify
thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Writeastory based on any time period you desirethat expresses
the sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsin thekitchen? Makean ancient meal fromthistime
or develop your own meal that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem makes.

6) Poster. Create aposter illustrating the the author’sview of theimpact of Working inthe Vineyard.

7) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary tolearn what you can about Frances Jane (Fanny) Crosby and shareit
withyour family. I possible, discover the story behind thispoem.
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