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1) Workman of God! O lose not heart, 3) Blesttooishewho candivine
Butlearnwhat God islike; Wherered right dothlie,
Andinthedarkest battlefield And daresto take the sidethat seems
Thou shalt know whereto strike. Wrong to man’sblindfold eye.

2) Thriceblestishetowhomisgiv'n 4) Thenlearnto scorn the praise of men,
Theingtinct thet cantell Andlearntolosewith God;

That Godisonthefield, whenHe For Jesuswon theworld through shame,
Ismogtinvisble. And beckonsthee Hisroad.

Vocabulary I1noneor two words define thefollowing termsfrom the poem.

Versel: workman

\erse?2: thrice, ingtinct, invisble
Verse 3: divine, doth

Verse4: scorn, beckons, thee

Word Pictures Word picturesis another way of saying imagery. Imagery or figurative language helps

usform apictureof what theauthor istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword pictures mean and, perhaps,
draw your ideaof theimagery or figurative language the author uses!

Verse 1. Workman of God, darkest battlefield, know whereto strike
Verse2: Thriceblest

Verse3: man'shblindfold eye

Verse4: scornthe praise of men, beckonsthee Hisroad

Mechanics arethe nutsand bolts of apoem. Verbally discuss.

Who isthe speaker? (Does the speaker have a specific personality or has the author remained in the
background so the message of the poemwill bemore clear?)

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’scharacter? (Sometimes, poemsreveal nothing about the
speaker’ spersona thoughts, feelings, or attitudes. Yet, the poem may demongtrate those character traitsthat
areimportant to the author like courage, loyalty, perserverance, etc.)

| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isitto anyone? (Sometimespoemsare not directed
to anyonein particular, but to anyonethat may readit.)

Doesthe poem havea setting? (Doesthe author tell where the poem occurs? | sthe poem about aspecific
event?)

| sthe poem about a particular event? (Isthe event past or present? If it isabout a past event, doesthe
remembrance of the event have aparticular meaning to the speaker?)



| sthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly? (Some poemsare straightforward and are meant
tobetakenliterally. Insongs, thethememay be presentedintherefrain or inthelast few lines. Sometimesthe
themeisalittlebit moredifficult to discern asitismadewith figurativelanguage or symbols.)

What point of view or perspectiveisthe speaker? (What meaning do you think the poem has for the
author?)

How did you respond to the poem when you read it the first time? (Did your thoughts and feelings
changeafter you took timeto study it?)

Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

Verse1: Why do you think the author used the term “workman”? To what does*workman” refer inthis
poem? According to the author, what isthereader tolearn? Why do youthink thisisso? Explain and discuss
“Andinthedarkest battlefield, Thou shalt know whereto strike.”

\erse2: Accordingtotheauthor, what is“ Thriceblest”? What “instinct” isthe author referring? Explanand
discussthe 3rd and 4th linesof thisverse. Why do you think they wereimportant totheauthor toincludeinthis

poem?

Verse3: According to theauthor, who elseis”blest”? Why? Did you noticethe author’ suse of theterm
“doth”? What doesit mean and why do you think the author used it? Explain and discuss* arestotaketheside
that seems, Wrong to man’'sblindfold eye.” What exactly ismeant by “man’ sblindfold eye’?

Verse4: What doesthe author tell the reader to scorn? Why do you think the author recommended this?
Explainand discuss“ Andlearn tolosewith God; For Jesuswon theworld through shame.” What doesthe
author mean by saying that God |ost and won? Explain and discussthelast line.

After reading thispoem, what character traitsdid you think of ? What doesthe Bible haveto say about these
character traits?

What Does the Bible Say?
Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertions or statements madefor each of theverses.

What doesthe Bible haveto say about workmen? work? duty?labor? Give examplesof faithful workmenin
theBibleandin higtory.

The Author/Poet

Based on what you have studied about thispoem so far, would you guessthat the author wasaChristianor a
humanist? How did you arriveat your decison?

Thename of theauthor for thispoemor lyricisFrederick William Faber (1814-1863). Hewasborn 28 June
1814, Calverley vicarage, West Yorkshire, England, and died 26 September 1863, Brompton, Kensington,
Middlesex, England. (Heisburied at Brompton Oratory Church, London, England.) Mr. Faber’sfather was
an Anglican clergyman. Faber attended Balliol College, Oxford, and was ordained asan Anglican minister
becoming the Rector of Eltonin 1843. Withinthreeyears, Mr. Faber would switch to Roman Catholicismand
found the Brotherhood of St. Philip Neri, in King William Street, Strand, England.
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Geography
L ocate L ondon and England on aglobe, map and atlas.

Challenge Locate West Yorkshire (England), Brompton (England), Kensington (England), and Middlesex,
(England) onamapor inan atlas.

Compare/contrast the weather of England with your own for oneweek.
Makean Englishmed for your family.

Activities

1) Makeyour own book! Without making animage of Christ, draw picturesrepesenting each verse. (Note:
that will befour differentillustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreadily available at home,
makeatitle pagewith the name of the song and the author’snamewhichwill beyour book’scover. You may
want toillustrate your cover and includethispoeminyour book.

2) Makeyour own play! Re-enact with your siblingsor friendsthe message discussed in thispoem. Keepit
lively, ample, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorusof thispoemor reading
Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour creation.

3) RadioDramal With ahandheld taperecorder, createyour own radio show dramatizing the message of this
poem.

4) BeaReporter! Either with your family camcorder or with ahandheld tape recorder, “interview” various
individuasconnected with thispoem (e.g., congtructionworker, factory worker, father/mother, minigter, diplomat/
ambassador, student, etc.). Inorder to havethefast paced style of areporter, watch and/or listen to the news
withyour parents permission. Keeptheinterviewslively, quick, and tothepoint.

Remain objectivel Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of theSituation.

5) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat area
of interest and relatethat to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat physicaly
expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that hel psto clarify
thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Writeastory based on any time period you desirethat expresses
the sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsinthekitchen? Makean ancient med fromthistime
or develop your own mesl that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem makes.

6) Poster. Createaposter illustrating the the author’sview of theimpact of Workman of God.

7) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary tolearn what you can about Frederick William Faber and shareit with
your family. If possible, discover the story behind thispoem.
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