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Verse 1

O beautiful for spaciousskies, Verse3

For amber wavesof grain; O beautiful for patriot dream

For purplemountain majesties That seesbeyond theyears

Abovethefruited plain! Thinea abagter citiesgleam,

Americal Americal Undimmed by humantears!

God shed Hisgraceon thee, Americal America

And crown thy good with brotherhood, God mendthineevery flaw,

From seato shining sea. Confirmthy soul insdlf-control,
Thy liberty inlaw.

\Verse 2

O beautiful for heroesproved

Inliberating drife,

Who morethan self their country loved,
And mercy morethanlifel

Americal Americal

May Godthy goldrefine,

Till al successbenobleness,

Andevery gaindivine.

Vocabulary 1noneor two words define the following termsfrom the poem.

Versel: O, spacious, amber, grace
Verse2: liberating, strife, mercy, refine, nobleness, divine
\Verse3: patriot, dabaster, mend, flaw, confirm, thine, Thy

Word Pictures Word picturesis another way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurative language helps
usformapictureof what theauthor istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword picturesmean and, perhaps,
without drawing apictureof Christ, draw your ideaof theimagery or figurative language the author uses!

Verse 1: spaciousskies, amber wavesof grain, purple mountains, fruited plain, shining sea
\Verse2: heroesproved, liberating strife, gold refine, nobleness
Verse3: patriot dream, alabaster citiescleam, mend ... every flaw, self-control

Mechanics Verbally discuss
Who isthe speaker? (Does the speaker have a specific personality or has the author remained in the
background so the message of the poemwill bemore clear?)

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’scharacter? (Sometimes, poemsreveal nothing about the
speaker’s personal thoughts, feelings, or attitudes. Yet, the poem may demonstratethose character traitsthat
areimportant to the author like courage, loyalty, perserverance, etc.)

| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isitto anyone? (Sometimespoemsare not directed
to anyonein particular, but to anyonethat may readit.)



Doesthepoem havea setting? (Doesthe author tell where the poem occurs? Isthe poem about aspecific
event?)

| sthe poem about a particular event? (Isthe event past or present? If it isabout a past event, doesthe
remembrance of the event have aparticular meaning to the speaker?)

| sthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly? (Some poemsare straightforward and are meant
tobetakenliteraly. Insongs, thethememay bepresentedintherefrainorinthelast few lines. Sometimesthe
themeisalittlebit moredifficult to discern asit ismadewith figurativelanguage or symbols.)

How did you respond to the poem when you read it thefirst time?

What point of view or perspective isthe speaker? (What meaning do you think the poem has for the
author?)

How did you respond to the poem when you read it the first time? (Did your thoughts and feelings
changeafter you took timeto study it?)

Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

Verse 1. How doestheauthor physically describe her country? Explainand discuss. “Americal Americal
God shed Hisgraceonthee.” What doesthismean andisitimportant? Why?

Verse2: What did heroesprove? What ismeant by liberating strife? What did these heroeslove morethan
life? What doesthe Bible say about this? Explain and discuss. “May God thy goldrefine, Till all successbe
nobleness, And every gaindivine.”

\Verse3: What do you think ismeant by “ patriot dream”? Isapatriot “me-oriented’ ? Doesapatriot planfor
thefuture(line2)? How arecitiesdescribed? Explain and discuss. “God mend thineevery flaw, Confirmthy
soul insdlf-control, Thy liberty inlaw.

After reading thispoem, what character traitsdid you think of ? What doesthe Bible have to say about these
character traits?

What Does the Bible Say?
Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertions or statements madefor each of thethreeverses.

From bondageto spiritua faith;
From spiritud faithto great courage;
From courageto liberty;

From liberty to abundance;

From abundance to complacency;
From complacency to apathy;

From apathy to dependence;

From dependence back again to bondage.

Theabovewaswritten by Professor Alexander Tytler when the USA wasstill aBritish colony. What does
Professor Tytler mean? Givescriptural support for Professor Tytler’ sassertionsaong with historicd, Biblical
examples.
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Caleb (Num 13:30), Joshua (Josh 1:1-11), Jonathan (1 Sam 14:1,6-14), and Danidl (Dan 6:1-28) al seemto
take courageserioudy. Courageisdoingwhat isright eventhough oneisafraid. Giveother individuasinthe
Biblethat demonstrated courage. Givehistorical examplesof courage. After reading the newspaper, listening
to thenewson radio, or watching the news, can you think of any examples of courage presently? What will
youtell your grandchildren about courage? How will you encourageyour grandchildreninthischaracter trait?

Discussthisinlight of 1 Corinthians 16:13, “ Watchye, stand fast inthefaith, quit you like men, bestrong.”
What doestheBible haveto say about liberty, freedomv/free, independence, and tyrant/tyranny. For scriptura
helpsrefer to theweb site page at thefollowing address:

http:/Amww.lovetol earnplace.conmV/Specid Days/'Veteransday/Bible. html

Discussthispoeminlight of ...

Matthew 22:37" ... Thoushdt lovethe L ord thy Godwithdl thy heart, and withal thy soul, andwith dl thy mind."

Luke10:27"... Thou shalt lovethe Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with al thy
grength, andwith al thy mind."

Deuteronomy 6:5... "And thou shdt lovethe LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with al thy soul, and with
al thy might."

Mark 12:30... "And thou shat lovethe Lord thy God with al thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with al thy
mind, andwith al thy strength..."

The Author/Poet

Based on what you have studied about this poem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christianor a
humanist? How did you arriveat your decision?

Thename of theauthor for thispoem or lyricisKatharine Lee Bates (1859-1929). Shewas born 12 August

1859 in Flmouth, M assachusetts. and died 28 March 1929 at homein Welled ey, Massachusetts. Bates, the
daughter of aminister, attended Welled ey College and became aprofessor.

Geography

L ocate Massachusetts on aglobe, map and atlas.
Challenge LocateFalmouth and Wellesley onamap or inan atlas.

Compare/contrast Massachusetts' and/or New England’ sweather with your own for oneweek.
Make aM assachusetts or New England meal for your family.

Activities

1) Makeyour own book! Without making animage of Christ, draw picturesrepesenting each verse. (Note:
that will bethreedifferent illustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreadily availableat home,
make atitle page with the name of the song and the author’snamewhichwill beyour book’scover. You may
want to illustrate your cover and includethispoeminyour book.
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2) Makeyour ownplay! Re-enact with your siblingsor friendsthe message discussed inthispoem. Keepit
lively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorusof thispoem or reading
Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour creation.

3) Radio Dramal With ahandheld taperecorder, createyour own radio show dramatizing the message of this
poem.

4) BeaReporter! Either withyour family camcorder or with ahandheld taperecorder, “interview” various
individualsthispoem couldillustrate (e.g., family members, soldiers/sailors, war veterans, pilgrims, settlers,
Moses, Joshuaand Caleb, etc.). Inorder to havethefast paced style of areporter, watch and/or listento the
newswithyour parents permission. Keeptheinterviewslively, quick, andto the point.

Remainobjective! Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of the situation.

5) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat area
of interest and relate that to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat physicaly
expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that hel psto clarify
thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Write astory based on any time period you desirethat expresses
the sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsinthekitchen? Makean ancient med fromthistime
or develop your own meal that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem makes.

6) Poster. Createaposter illustrating thethe author’sview of theimpact of O Beautiful for Soacious Skies.

7) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary tolearn what you can about Katharine Lee Bates (1859-1929) and
shareitwithyour family. If possible, discover the story behind this poem.
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