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I. Mothers — female parents

 A. Mother described as
     Loving ... Exodus 2:1-31

     Appreciative ... 2 Kings 4:19-37

     Weeping ... Luke 7:12-15

Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was a dead man
carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow: and much people
of the city was with her.   And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her,
and said unto her, Weep not.  And he came and touched the bier:  and they that
bare him stood still. And he said, Young man, I say unto thee, Arise.  And he that
was dead sat up, and began to speak. And he delivered him to his mother.

      Remembering ... Luke 2:51

       And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them:
      but his mother kept all these sayings in her heart

B. Kinds of mothers
     Idolatrous ... Judges 17:1-4

And there was a man of mount Ephraim, whose name was Micah.   And he said
unto his mother, The eleven hundred shekels of silver that were taken from thee,
about which thou cursedst, and spakest of also in mine ears, behold, the silver is
with me; I took it. And his mother said, Blessed be thou of the LORD, my son.  And
when he had restored the eleven hundred shekels of silver to his mother, his mother
said, I had wholly dedicated the silver unto the LORD from my hand for my son, to
make a graven image and a molten image: now therefore I will restore it unto thee.
Yet he restored the money unto his mother; and his mother took two hundred shekels
of silver, and gave them to the founder, who made thereof a graven image and a molten
image: and they were in the house of Micah.
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I. Mothers — female parents  (Cont’d)

 B. Kinds of mothers  (Cont’d)
     Troubled ... 1 Kings 17:17-24

And it came to pass after these things, that the son of the woman, the mistress of
the house, fell sick; and his sickness was so sore, that there was no breath left in
him.  And she said unto Elijah, What have I to do with thee, O thou man of God?
art thou come unto me to call my sin to remembrance, and to slay my son?  And
he said unto her, Give me thy son. And he took him out of her bosom, and carried
him up into a loft, where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed.  And he cried
unto the LORD, and said, O LORD my God, hast thou also brought evil upon the
widow with whom I sojourn, by slaying her son?   And he stretched himself upon
the child three times, and cried unto the LORD, and said, O LORD my God, I pray
thee, let this child’s soul come into him again.  And the LORD heard the voice of
Elijah; and the soul of the child came into him again, and he revived.  And Elijah
took the child, and brought him down out of the chamber into the house, and delivered
him unto his mother: and Elijah said, See, thy son liveth.  And the woman said to Elijah,
Now by this I know that thou art a man of God, and that the word of the LORD in thy
mouth is truth

    Cruel ... 2 Kings 11:1,2

       And when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she arose and
      destroyed all the seed royal.  But Jehosheba, the daughter of king Joram, sister of Ahaziah,
      took Joash the son of Ahaziah, and stole him from among the king’s sons which were slain;
     and they hid him, even him and his nurse, in the bedchamber from Athaliah, so that he was
      not slain.

    Joyful ... Psalm 113:9

    He maketh the barren woman to keep house, and to be a joyful mother of children.
    Praise ye the LORD

     Good ... Proverbs 31:1

      The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught him

     Scheming ... Matthew 20:20-23

      Then came to him the mother of Zebedee’s children with her sons, worshipping
     him, and desiring a certain thing of him. And he said unto her, What wilt thou?
     She saith unto him, Grant that these my two sons may sit, the one on thy right hand,
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     and the other on the left, in thy kingdom.  But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not
     what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and to be baptized with
     the baptism that I am baptized with? They say unto him, We are able.  And he saith
     unto them, Ye shall drink indeed of my cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I am
     baptized with: but to sit on my right hand, and on my left, is not mine to give, but it shall
     be given to them for whom it is prepared of my Father. I

     Prayerful ... Acts 12:12

     And when he had considered the thing, he came to the house of Mary the mother of John,
     whose surname was Mark; where many were gathered together praying

C. Duties toward mothers
     Honor ... Ephesians 6:2

      Honour thy father and mother; (which is the first commandment with promise;)

     Obedience ... Deuteronomy 21:18, 19

      If a man have a stubborn and rebellious son, which will not obey the voice of his father,
     or the voice of his mother, and that, when they have chastened him, will not hearken unto
     them:  Then shall his father and his mother lay hold on him, and bring him out unto the
      elders of his city, and unto the gate of his place;

     Protection ... Genesis 32:11

      Deliver me, I pray thee, from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau: for I fear him,
      lest he will come and smite me, and the mother with the children.

     Provision ... John 19:25-27

      Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of
     Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene.  When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple
     standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son!   Then saith
     he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple took her unto his own
     home.
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II. Motherhood
    A. Motherhood described as
        Painful ... Genesis 3:16

Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow
thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule
over thee.

Sometimes dangerous ... Genesis 35:16-20

Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow
thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule
over thee.  And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy
wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat
of it:  cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy
life; Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the
field; In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out
of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.  And Adam called
his wife’s name Eve; because she was the mother of all living.

Joyful ... John 16:21

A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is come: but
as soon as she is delivered of the child, she remembereth no more the anguish,
for joy that a man is born into the world

Object of prayer ... Genesis 25:21

And Isaac intreated the LORD for his wife, because she was barren: and the LORD
was intreated of him, and Rebekah his wife conceived

B. Blessings of motherhood
     Fulfills divine law ... Genesis 1:28

And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and
replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea,
and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.

     Makes joyful ... Psalm 113:9

He maketh the barren woman to keep house, and to be a joyful mother of children.
Praise ye the LORD

     Given divine protection ... Isaiah 40:11

He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and
carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young
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      "Salvation" ... 1 Timothy 2:15

Notwithstanding she shall be saved in childbearing, if they continue in faith and
charity and holiness with sobriety

 III. Mother-in-law — mother of spouse

Judith's mother-in-law sorrowful ... Genesis 26:34-35

And Esau was forty years old when he took to wife Judith the daughter of Beeri
the Hittite, and Bashemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite:   Which were a grief
of mind unto Isaac and to Rebekah

Ruth's mother-in-law beloved ... Ruth 1:14-17

And they lifted up their voice, and wept again: and Orpah kissed her mother in law;
but Ruth clave unto her.  And she said, Behold, thy sister in law is gone back unto her
people, and unto her gods: return thou after thy sister in law.  And Ruth said, Intreat
me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I
will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy
God my God:  Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: the LORD do so
to me, and more also, if ought but death part thee and me.

Peter's mother-in-law healed by Christ ... Matthew 8:14,15

And when Jesus was come into Peter’s house, he saw his wife’s mother laid, and
sick of a fever.  And he touched her hand, and the fever left her: and she arose,
and ministered unto them

IV. Parents — fathers and mothers

 A. Kinds of parents
     Faithful (Abraham) ... Genesis 18:18,19

Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the
nations of the earth shall be blessed by him?  For I know him, that he will command
his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD,
to do justice and judgment; that the LORD may bring upo Abraham that which he
hath spoken of him.

     Neglectful (Moses) ... Exodus 4:24-26

And it came to pass by the way in the inn, that the LORD met him, and sought to kill
him.  Then Zipporah took a sharp stone, and cut off the foreskin of her son, and cast
it at his feet, and said, Surely a bloody husband art thou to me.  So he let him go:  then
she said, A bloody husband thou art, because of the circumcision.
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     Presumptuous (Jephthah) ... Judges 11:30-39

     Holy (Hannah) ... 1 Samuel 1:11

And she vowed a vow, and said, O LORD of hosts, if Thou wilt indeed look on the
affliction of thine handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thine handmaid, but
wilt give unto thine handmaid a man child, then I will give him unto the LORD all
the days of his life, and there shall no rasor come upon his head.

     Indulgent (Eli) ... 1 Samuel 2:22-29

Now Eli was very old, and heard all that his sons did unto all Israel; and how they
lay with the women that assembled at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.
And he said unto them, Why do ye such things? for I hear of your evil dealings by all
this people.  Nay, my sons; for it is no good report that I hear: ye make the LORD’S
people to transgress.  If one man sin against another, the judge shall judge him: but if
a man sin against the LORD, who shall intreat for him? Notwithstanding they hearkened
not unto the voice of their father, because the LORD would slay them.   And the child
Samuel grew on, and was in favour both with the LORD, and also with men.  And there
came a man of God unto Eli, and said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Did I plainly
appear unto the house of thy father, when they were in Egypt in Pharaoh’s house?
And did I choose him out of all the tribes of Israel to be my priest, to offer upon mine
altar, to burn incense, to wear an ephod before me? and did I give unto the house of
thy father all the offerings made by fire of the children of Israel?  Wherefore kick ye
at my sacrifice and at mine offering, which I have commanded in my habitation; and
honourest thy sons above me, to make yourselves fat with the chiefest of all the
offerings of Israel my people?

     Distressed (David) ... 2 Samuel 18:32,33

And the king said unto Cushi, Is the young man Absalom safe? And Cushi answered,
The enemies of my lord the king, and all that rise against thee to do thee hurt, be as
that young man is.  And the king was much moved, and went up to the chamber over
the gate, and wept: and as he went, thus he said, O my son Absalom, my son, my son
Absalom! would God I had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son!

     Honored (Jonadab) ... Jeremiah 35:5-10

And I set before the sons of the house of the Rechabites pots full of wine, and cups,
and I said unto them, Drink ye wine.  But they said, We will drink no wine: for Jonadab
the son of Rechab our father commanded us, saying, Ye shall drink no wine, neither
ye, nor your sons for ever:  Neither shall ye build house, nor sow seed, nor plant vineyard,
nor have any: but all your days ye shall dwell in tents; that ye may live many days in the
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land where ye be strangers.   Thus have we obeyed the voice of Jonadab the son of
Rechab our father in all that he hath charged us, to drink no wine all our days, we, our
wives, our sons, nor our daughters; Nor to build houses for us to dwell in: neither have we
vineyard, nor field, nor seed:   But we have dwelt in tents, and have obeyed, and done according
to all that Jonadab our father commanded us.

     Arrogant (Haman) ... Esther 9:7-10

And Parshandatha, and Dalphon, and Aspatha, And Poratha, and Adalia, and
Aridatha, And Parmashta, and Arisai, and Aridai, and Vajezatha, The ten sons
of Haman the son of Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews, slew they; but on
the spoil laid they not their hand.

      Forgiving (prodigal son's father) ...  Luke 15:17-24

And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father’s
have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!  I will arise and go to
my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before
thee,  And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired
servants.  And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way
off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and
kissed him.  And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and
in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son.  But the father said to his
servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and
shoes on his feet:  And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be
merry:  For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And
they began to be merry.

 B. Duties toward parents
     Obedience ... Ephesians 6:1

Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right

     Honor ... Exodus 20:12

Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which
the LORD thy God giveth thee

     Fear ... Leviticus 19:3

Ye shall fear every man his mother, and his father, and keep my sabbaths:  I am
the LORD your God



 C. Duties of parents toward children
     Protection ... Hebrews 11:23

By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three months of his parents, because
they saw he was a proper child; and they were not afraid of the king’s commandment

     Training ... Deuteronomy 6:6,7

And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart:  And thou
shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest
in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and
when thou risest up

     Education ... Genesis 18:19

For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and
they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD may
bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him

      Education ... Deuteronomy 4:9

Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things
which thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy
life:  but teach them thy sons, and thy sons’ sons

     Correction ... Deuteronomy 21:18-21

If a man have a stubborn and rebellious son, which will not obey the voice of his
father, or the voice of his mother, and that, when they have chastened him, will
not hearken unto them:  Then shall his father and his mother lay hold on him, and
bring him out unto the elders of his city, and unto the gate of his place;  And they
shall say unto the elders of his city, This our son is stubborn and rebellious, he will
not obey our voice; he is a glutton, and a drunkard.  And all the men of his city shall
stone him with stones, that he die: so shalt thou put evil away from among you; and all
Israel shall hear, and fear.

     Provision ... 2 Corinthians 12:14

Behold, the third time I am ready to come to you; and I will not be burdensome to you:
for I seek not yours, but you: for the children ought not to lay up for the parents, but the
 parents for the children

D. Sins of parents
     Favoritism ... Genesis 25:28

And Isaac loved Esau, because he did eat of his venison:  but Rebekah loved Jacob
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     Not restraining children ...  1 Samuel 2:27-36

And there came a man of God unto Eli, and said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Did I
plainly appear unto the house of thy father, when they were in Egypt in Pharaoh’s house?
And did I choose him out of all the tribes of Israel to be my priest, to offer upon mine altar,
to burn incense, to wear an ephod before me? and did I give unto the house of thy father
all the offerings made by fire of the children of Israel?  Wherefore kick ye at my sacrifice
and at mine offering, which I have commanded in my habitation; and honourest thy sons
above me, to make yourselves fat with the chiefest of all the offerings of Israel my people?
Wherefore the LORD God of Israel saith, I said indeed that thy house, and the house of
thy father, should walk before me for ever: but now the LORD saith, Be it far from me; for
them that honour me I will honour, and they that despise me shall be lightly esteemed.
Behold, the days come, that I will cut off thine arm, and the arm of thy father’s house, that
there shall not be an old man in thine house.  And thou shalt see an enemy in my
habitation, in all the wealth which God shall give Israel: and there shall not be an old man
in thine house for ever.  And the man of thine, whom I shall not cut off from mine altar,
shall be to consume thine eyes, and to grieve thine heart: and all the increase of thine
house shall die in the flower of their age.  And this shall be a sign unto thee, that shall
come upon thy two sons, on Hophni and Phinehas; in one day they shall die both of
them.  And I will raise me up a faithful priest, that shall do according to that which is in
mine heart and in my mind: and I will build him a sure house; and he shall walk before
mine anointed for ever.  And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left in thine house
shall come and crouch to him for a piece of silver and a morsel of bread, and shall say,
Put me, I pray thee, into one of the priests’ offices, that I may eat a piece of bread.

     Bad example ... 1 Kings 15:26

And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, and walked in the way of his father, and in his
sin wherewith he made Israel to sin

     Wrongful anger ... Ephesians 6:4

And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord

E. Sins against parents by children
     Disobedience ... Romans 1:30

Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things,
disobedient to parents

     Cursing ... Exodus 21:17

And he that curseth his father, or his mother, shall surely be put to death.
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     Mocking ... Proverbs 30:17

The eye that mocketh at his father, and despiseth to obey his mother, the ravens
of the valley shall pick it out, and the young eagles shall eat it.

     Disrespect ... Genesis 9:1-17


