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Versel Verse5

Sweset isthework, my God, my King, But | shall shareagloriouspart,
Topraise Thy Name, givethanksand sing, When grace haswell refined my heart;
Toshow Thy loveby morninglight And fresh suppliesof joy are shed,
Andtalk of al Thy truthat night. Likeholy ail, to cheer my head.
Verse2 \Verse 6

Sweset istheday of sacred rest, Sin(my worst enemy before)

No mortal caresshall seizemy breadt. Shall vex my eyesand earsno more;
O may my heartintunebefound, My inwardfoesshdl dl bedain,
LikeDavid sharp of solemn sound! Nor Satan break my peace again.
Verse 3 Verse7

My heart shdl triumphinmy Lord Then shall | see, and hear, and know
And blessHisworksand blessHisWord. All I desired and wished below;

Thy worksof grace, how bright they shine! Andevery power find sweet employ
How deep Thy counsels, how divine! Inthat eterna world of joy.

\Verse4 Verse 8

Foolsnever raisetheir thoughtsso high; Andthenwhat triumphsshdl | raise
Likebrutesthey live, likebrutesthey die; To Thy dear Namethrough endlessdays,
Likegrassthey flourish, till Thy breath Forintherealmsof joy I' [l see

Blast themin everlasting desth. Thy faceinfull fdicity.

Vocabulary Inoneor two words definethefollowing termsfrom the poem.

\Versel: Thy

\Verse2: sacred, mortal, seize, O, solemn
\Verse3: triumph, counsels, divine
\Verse4: fools, brutes, flourish

\Verse5: refined, holy

\Verse6: sin, vex

Verse7: employ, eterna

\Verse8: reams, fdicity

Word Pictures Word picturesisanother way of sayingimagery. Imagery or figurativelanguage helps
usformapictureof what theauthor istrying to present. Discusswhat theseword picturesmean and, perhaps,
without drawing apictureof Christ, draw your ideaof theimagery or figurative language the author uses!

Verse 1. sweet isthework, givethanksand sing, morning light, truth at night
Verse2: sacredrest, David'sharp

Verse3: heart shal triumph

\erse4: foolsnever raisetheir thoughtsso high

Verse5: refined my heart



Verse6: inwardfoesshall al bedain
Verse7: | seeand hear and know
Verse8: reamsof joy

Mechanics Verbally discuss
Who isthe speaker? (Does the speaker have a specific personality or has the author remained in the
background so the message of the poemwill bemore clear?)

What doesthe poem reveal about the speaker’scharacter? (Sometimes, poemsreveal nothing about the
speaker’spersona thoughts, feglings, or attitudes. Yet, the poem may demonstrate those character traitsthat
areimportant to theauthor like courage, loyalty, perserverance, etc.)

| sthe speaker addressing someonein particular or isit to anyone? (Sometimespoemsare not directed
to anyonein particular, but to anyonethat may readit.)

Doesthepoem havea setting? (Doesthe author tell where the poem occurs? Isthe poem about aspecific
event?)

| sthe poem about a particular event? (Isthe event past or present? If it isabout a past event, doesthe
remembrance of the event have aparticular meaning to the speaker?)

| sthetheme of the poem stated directly or indirectly? (Some poemsare straightforward and are meant
tobetakenliteraly. Insongs, thethememay bepresentedintherefrainorinthelast few lines. Sometimesthe
themeisalittlebit moredifficult to discern asitismadewith figurativelanguage or symbols.)

How did you respond to the poem when you read it thefirst time?

What point of view or perspective isthe speaker? (What meaning do you think the poem has for the
author?)

How did you respond to the poem when you read it the first time? (Did your thoughts and feelings
changeafter you took timeto study it?)

Comprehension Questions Verbally discuss

Versel: What issweet? Who istheauthor speaking to (line1)? Explainand discuss. “To praise Thy Name,
givethanksand sing, To show Thy loveby morning light, Andtalk of al Thy truth at night.” Why would thisbe
important? Why do you think theterm“Thy” wasused?

Verse2: What issweet? How doesthe author describethat hewill not worry inlinetwo? Inwhat condition
doesthe author want hisheart to be? Why would thisbeimportant? To what doeshe compareit (line4)?
Verse 3: What shall triumph? What shall be blessed? Who shall do the blessing? Why? What doesthe
author admireinlines2, 3, and 4?

Verse4: What do foolsnever do? How doesthe Bible describeafool ? How do foolsliveand die? Towhat
doesthe author comparethelifeof afool (line3)?

Verse5: What doesthe author mean by “But | shall shareaglorious part, When grace haswell refined my
heart”? Explain and discusslines3and 4.
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\Verse6: What istheauthor’sworst enemy? Whenwill thisenemy nolonger annoy the author? What shall be
dain? What will Satan not be ableto do?

Verse7: What will theauthor be ableto see, and hear, and know” (line2)? Explainanddiscuss. “Andevery
power find sweet employ, Inthat eternal world of joy.”

Verse8: What shall beraised? Explainanddiscuss: “Forintherealmsof joy I'll see, Thy faceinfull fdicity.

After reading thispoem, what character traitsdid you think of ? What doesthe Bible have to say about these
character traits?

What Does the Bible Say?
Find Scripture proofsfor each of the assertionsor statements madefor each of theeight verses.

What doesthe Biblehaveto say about gratitude and thankfulness? | dentify Biblical charactersthat demongirated
gratitude and thankfulness. Canyouthink of anyone e sein history that demonstrated these character traitsin
thegenuineor Biblical sense? What will youtell your grandchildren about gratitude and thankfulness? How
will you encourageyour grandchildreninthese character traits?

What doesthe Bible say about love? Identify Biblical charactersthat were demonstrated love. Canyouthink
of anyoneelsein history that demonstrated thischaracter traitin the Biblical sense? What will you tell your
grandchildren about love? How will you encourage your grandchildren in thischaracter trait? For more
scriptura helpsinlearning what the Bible saysabout love, go to theinternet page

http://mww.lovetol earnpl ace.conVSpecia Days/Vd entines/Bible.html

The Author/Poet
Based on what you have studied about this poem so far, would you guessthat the author wasa Christianor a
humanist? How did you arriveat your decision?

The name of the author for thispoem or lyric is|saac Watts (1674-1748). Hewasborn 17 July 1674, in
Southampton, England, and died 25 November 1748, in Stoke Newington, England. Heisburied at Bunhill
FieldsCemetery, London, England. Watt'shad an interesting father who wasimprisoned two times for his
religiousviews. Mr. Watts studied Greek and L atin but declined an offer for astandard university education
preferring to attend the Nonconformist Academy at Stoke Newington in 1690. When Mr. Wattswas 20-22
he stayed at home and wrote the mg ority of the hymnsfor Hymnsand Spiritual Songsthat werepublishedin
1707-1709. For six yearshewasthetutor Mr. John Hartopp’sson. Mr. Wattswasordained in 1702.

"Give 'em Watts, boys, give 'em Watts!"

Interestingly, | saac Wattsisintimately connected with the American War of Independence. Inan attack upon
Springfield when the patriots wadding gave out, Rev. James Caldwell (of Huguenot descent) raninto a
Presbyterian church returning with hisarmsand pockets crammed full with Watts Psalmsand Hymnssaying,
"Now, boys, givethem Weatts!" The British offered large rewardsfor the capture of Rev. Caldwell, but to no
avall. Therefore, the British burned hischurch, shot hiswifewhile shewasinthemidst of their ninechildren,
dragged her body into the street, and burned hishomeand out buildings.
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Geography
L ocate Southampton, England, and L ondon on aglobe, map and atlas.

Challenge Locate Stoke Newington (England) onamap or inan atlas.

Compare/contrast England’ sweather with your own for oneweek.
Makean English medl for your family.

Activities

1) Makeyour own book! Without making animage of Christ, draw picturesrepesenting each verse. (Note:
that will beeight different illustrations). With construction paper and other itemsreadily availableat home,
make atitle page with the name of the song and the author’snamewhichwill beyour book’scover. You may
want to illustrate your cover and includethispoeminyour book.

2) Makeyour ownplay! Re-enact with your siblingsor friendsthe message discussed in thispoem. Keepit
lively, smple, and short. You may want to end your play with singing arousing chorusof thispoem or reading
Scriptureverses. Videotapeyour creation.

3) Radio Dramal With ahandheld taperecorder, createyour own radio show dramatizing the message of this
poem.

4) BeaReporter! Either withyour family camcorder or with ahandheld taperecorder, “interview” various
individuasthispoem couldillustrate (e.g., family members, Oliver Cromwell, Alfred the Great, Charlemagne,
Moses, etc.). Inorder to havethefast paced style of areporter, watch and/or listen to the newswith your
parents permission. Keeptheinterviewslively, quick, andtothe point.

Remain objective! Being objective meansjust reporting thefactsand not giving your opinion of the situation.

5) What isoneof thethingsyou most enjoy? Isit literature? math? science? sports? cooking? Takethat area
of interest and relate that to thispoem. If you enjoy dance, for example, develop adanceroutinethat physicaly
expressesthe sentimentsof thispoem. If you enjoy shop, create something out of wood that hel psto clarify
thispoem. Do you enjoy creating stories? Write astory based on any time period you desirethat expresses
the sentimentsof thispoem. Do you enjoy creating thingsinthekitchen? Makean ancient med fromthistime
or develop your own meal that symbolizesthe many different pointsthispoem makes.

6) Poster. Createaposter illustrating thethe author’sview of theimpact of Sweet isthe Work.

7) Scavenger Hunt. Gotothelibrary tolearn what you can about | saac Watts (1674-1748) and shareit with
your family. If possible, discover the story behind this poem.
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