
Blessing
Blessing — The objects of God’s favors

A.  Physical and temporal

1.  Prosperity
Malachi 3:10-12 ... Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may
be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts,
if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that
there shall not be room enough to receive it.  And I will rebuke the devourer for
your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall
your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts.
And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith
the LORD of hosts.

      2.  Food, clothing ... Matthew 6:26,30-33

3.  Sowing, harvest
Acts 14:17 ... Nevertheless he left not himself without witness, in that he did
good, and gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts
with food and gladness.

4.  Longevity
Exodus 20:12 ... Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long
upon the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee.

 5.  Children
Psalm 127:3-5 ... Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: and the fruit of the
womb is his reward.  As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are
children of the youth.  Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them: they
shall not be ashamed, but they shall speak with the enemies in the gate
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B.  National

1.  General
Genesis 12:1-3 ... Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country,
and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will shew thee:
And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name
great; and thou shalt be a blessing:   And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse
him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.

 2.  Specific
Romans 9:4,5 ... Who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory,
and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the
promises; Whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came,
who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen.

3.  Fulfilled ... Romans 11:1-36

4.  Perverted ... Romans 2:17-29

5.  Rejected
Acts 13:46-52 ... Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary
that the word of God should first have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from
you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles.
For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have set thee to be a light of the
Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the earth. And when
the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and as
many as were ordained to eternal life believed.  And the word of the Lord was
published throughout all the region. But the Jews stirred up the devout and
honourable women, and the chief men of the city, and raised persecution against
Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them out of their coasts.  But they shook off the
dust of their feet against them, and came unto Iconium. And the disciples were filled
with joy, and with the Holy Ghost.

C.  Eternal

1.  Salvation
John 3:16 ... For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life



2.  Election
Ephesians 1:3-5 ... Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:   According
as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be
holy and without blame before him in love:  Having predestinated us unto the
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his
will,

3.  Regeneration
2 Corinthians 5:1-17 ... Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:
According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we
should be holy and without blame before him in love:   Having predestinated us unto
the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure
of his will,

4.  Forgiveness
Colossians 1:14 ... In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the
forgiveness of sins

5.  Adoption
Romans 8:15-17... For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but
ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.  The Spirit
itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:  And if children,
then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him,
that we may be also glorified together.

6.  No comdemnation
Romans 8:1 ... There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

7.  Holy Spirit
Acts 1:8 ... But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you:
and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

3.  Justification
Acts 13:38,39 ... Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this
man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins:   And by him all that believe are
justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses.
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4.  New covenant
Hebrews 8:6-13 ... But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how
much also he is the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon
better promises.  For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place
have been sought for the second.   For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the
days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel
and with the house of Judah:  Not according to the covenant that I made with their
fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of
Egypt; because they continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith
the Lord.  For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those
days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts:
and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people:   And they shall not
teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord:
for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest.  For I will be merciful to their
unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.  In that
he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth and
waxeth old is ready to vanish away.

5.  Fatherly chastisement
Hebrews 12:5-11 ... And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you
as unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint
when thou art rebuked of him:  For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.  If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with
you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not?  But if ye be
without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons.
Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them
reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and
live?  For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for
our profit, that we might be  partakers of his holiness.  Now no chastening for the
present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the
peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.

6.  Christ's intercession
Romans 8:34 ... Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather,
that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh
intercession for us.
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7.  Sanctification
Romans 8:3-14 ... For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the
flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin,
condemned sin in the flesh:   That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in
us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For they that are after the flesh
do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the
Spirit.  For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and
peace.  Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject  to the
law of God, neither indeed can be.  So then they that are in the flesh cannot please
God.  But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell
in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.  And if Christ
be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of
righteousness.  But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in
you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by
his spirit that dwelleth in you.  Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh,
to live after the flesh. For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the
Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.  For as many as are led by the
Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.

8.  Perseverance
John 10:27-29 ... My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:
And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man
pluck them out of my hand.  My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and
no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand.

9.  Glorification
Romans 8:30 ... Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called:
and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he
also glorified.


