
Hospitality

Hospitality — to esteem or regard highly

A. Kinds of hospitality

1. Treacherous
Judges 4:17-21 ... Howbeit Sisera fled away on his feet to the tent of Jael the
wife of Heber the Kenite: for there was peace between Jabin the king of Hazor
and the house of Heber the Kenite.   And Jael went out to meet Sisera, and
said unto him, Turn in, my lord, turn in to me; fear not. And when he had
turned in unto her into the tent, she covered him with a mantle.  And he said
unto her, Give me, I pray thee, a little water to drink; for I am thirsty. And she
opened a bottle of milk, and gave him drink, and covered him.  Again he said
unto her, Stand in the door of the tent, and it shall be, when any man doth
come and enquire of thee, and say, Is there any man here? that thou shalt
say, No.  Then Jael Heber’s wife took a nail of the tent, and took an hammer
in her hand, and went softly unto him, and smote the nail into his temples, and
fastened it into the ground: for he was fast asleep and weary. So he died.

2. Rewarded
Joshua 6:17-25 ... And the city shall be accursed, even it, and all that are
therein, to the LORD: only Rahab the harlot shall live, she and all that are with
her in the house, because she hid the messengers that we sent.  And ye, in
any wise keep yourselves from the accursed thing, lest ye make yourselves
accursed, when ye take of the accursed thing, and make the camp of Israel a
curse, and trouble it.  But all the silver, and gold, and vessels of brass and
iron, are consecrated unto the LORD: they shall come into the treasury of the
LORD.  So the people shouted when the priests blew with the trumpets:  and it
came to pass, when the people heard the sound of the trumpet, and the
people shouted with a great shout, that the wall fell down flat, so that the

www.lovetolearnplace.com
© Beverly Schmitt, All Rights Reserved



Hospitality
Page -2-

www.lovetolearnplace.com
© Beverly Schmitt, All Rights Reserved

people went up into the city, every man straight before him, and they took the city.
And they utterly destroyed all that was in the city, both man and woman, young and
old, and ox, and sheep, and ass, with the edge of the sword.  But Joshua had said
unto the two men that had spied out the country, Go into the harlot’s house, and
bring out thence the woman, and all that she hath, as ye sware unto her.   And the
young men that were spies went in, and brought out Rahab, and her father, and her
mother, and her brethren, and all that she had; and they brought out all her kindred,
and left them without the camp of Israel.  And they burnt the city with fire, and all that
was therein: only the silver, and the gold, and the vessels of brass and of iron, they
put into the treasury of the house of the LORD.  And Joshua saved Rahab the harlot
alive, and her father’s household, and all that she had; and she dwelleth in Israel
even unto this day; because she hid the messengers, which Joshua sent to spy out
Jericho.

3. Unwise
2 Kings 20:12-19 ... At that time Berodachbaladan, the son of Baladan, king of
Babylon, sent letters and a present unto Hezekiah: for he had heard that Hezekiah
had been sick.  And Hezekiah hearkened unto them, and shewed them all the house
of his precious things, the silver, and the gold, and the spices, and the precious
ointment, and all the house of his armour, and all that was found in his treasures:
there was nothing in his house, nor in all his dominion, that Hezekiah shewed them
not. Then came Isaiah the prophet unto king Hezekiah, and said unto him, What
said these men? and from whence came they unto thee? And Hezekiah said, They
are come from a far country, even from Babylon. And he said, What have they seen
in thine house?  And Hezekiah answered, All the things that are in mine house have
they seen: there is nothing among my treasures that I have not shewed them.  And
Isaiah said unto Hezekiah, Hear the word of the LORD.  Behold, the days come, that
all that is in thine house, and that which thy fathers have laid up in store unto this
day, shall be carried into Babylon: nothing shall be left, saith the LORD.  And of thy
sons that shall issue from thee, which thou shalt beget, shall they take away; and
they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon.  Then said Hezekiah unto
Isaiah, Good is the word of the LORD which thou hast spoken.  And he said, Is it not
good, if peace and truth be in my days?

4. Critical ... Luke 7:36-50

5. Unwelcomed
Luke 9:51-53 ... And it came to pass, when the time was come that he should be
received up, he stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem,  And sent messengers
before his face: and they went, and entered into a village of the Samaritans, to make
ready for him.  And they did not receive him, because his face was as though he
would go to Jerusalem.
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6.  Joyful
Luke 19:5,6 ... And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and saw him, and
said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; for to day I must abide at
thy house.  And he made haste, and came down, and received him joyfully

7.  Turbulent
Acts 17:5-9 ... But the Jews which believed not, moved with envy, took unto them
certain lewd fellows of the baser sort, and gathered a company, and set all the city
on an uproar, and assaulted the house of Jason, and sought to bring them out to the
people.  And when they found them not, they drew Jason and certain brethren unto
the rulers of the city, crying, These that have turned the world upside down are come
hither also; Whom Jason hath received: and these all do contrary to the decrees of
Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus.  And they troubled the people
and the rulers of the city, when they heard these things.  And when they had taken
security of Jason, and of the other, they let them go.

8.  Forbidden
3 John 1,9,10 ... The elder unto the elect lady and her children, whom I love in the
truth; and not I only, but also all they that have known the truth ... Whosoever
transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God.  He that
abideth in the doctrine of Christ,  he hath both the Father and the Son.  If there
come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house,
neither bid him God speed.

B.  Act of hospitality

1. Commanded
Romans 12:13 ... Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality.

2. Required of church leaders
1 Timothy 3:2 ... A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant,
sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach;

3. Test of discipleship
Matthew 25:35 ... For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye
gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in:
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C.  Courtesies of hospitality

1. Protection provided
Genesis 19:6-8 ... And Lot went out at the door unto them, and shut the door after
him, And said, I pray you, brethren, do not so wickedly.  Behold now, I have two
daughters which have not known man; let me, I pray you, bring them out unto you,
and do ye to them as is good in your eyes: only unto these men do nothing; for
therefore came they under the shadow of my roof.

2. Shelter and food
Luke 11:5-8 ... And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, and shall go
unto him at midnight, and say unto him, Friend, lend me three loaves; For a friend of
mine in his journey is come to me, and I have nothing to set before him?   And he
from within shall answer and say, Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and my
children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give thee.  I say unto you, Though he
will not rise and give him, because he is his friend, yet because of his importunity he
will rise and give him as many as he needeth.

3. Washing of feet
Luke 7:44 ... And he turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest thou this
woman?  I entered into thine house, thou gavest me no water for my feet: but she
hath washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head.

4. Kiss
Luke 7:45 ... Thou gavest me no kiss: but this woman since the time I came in hath
not ceased to kiss my feet.

5. Denied with indignities
Judges 19:15-28

Luke 10:10-16

D.  Examples of hospitality

1.  Abraham to angels ... Genesis 18:1-8

2.  Lot to an angel ... Genesis 19:1-1



3.  Laban to Abraham's servant

Genesis 24:31-33 ... And he said, Come in, thou blessed of the LORD; wherefore
standest thou without? for I have prepared the house, and room for the camels.  And
the man came into the house: and he ungirded his camels, and gave straw and
provender for the camels, and water to wash his feet, and the men’s feet that were
with him.  And there was set meat before him to eat: but he said, I will not eat, until I
have told mine errand. And he said, Speak on.

4. Joseph to his brothers
Genesis 43:31-34 ... And he washed his face, and went out, and refrained himself,
and said, Set on bread.  And they set on for him by himself, and for them by
themselves, and for the Egyptians, which did eat with him, by themselves:  because
the Egyptians might not eat bread with the Hebrews; for that is an abomination unto
the Egyptians.  And they sat before him, the firstborn according to his birthright, and
the youngest according to his youth: and the men marvelled one at another.  And he
took and sent messes unto them from before him: but Benjamin’s mess was five
times so much as any of theirs. And they drank, and were merry with him.

5. Pharaoh to Jacob
Genesis 45:16-20 ... And the fame thereof was heard in Pharaoh’s house, saying,
Joseph’s brethren are come: and it pleased Pharaoh well, and his servants.  And
Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Say unto thy brethren, This do ye; lade your beasts, and
go, get you unto the land of Canaan; And take your father and your households, and
come unto me: and I will give you the good of the land of Egypt, and ye shall eat the
fat of the land.  Now thou art commanded, this do ye; take you wagons out of the
land of Egypt for your little ones, and for your wives, and bring your father, and
come.  Also regard not your stuff; for the good of all the land of Egypt is yours.

6. Rahab to the spies ... Joshua 2:1-16

7. David to Mephibosheth
2 Samuel 9:7-13 ... And David said unto him, Fear not: for I will surely shew thee
kindness for Jonathan thy father’s sake, and will restore thee all the land of Saul thy
father; and thou shalt eat bread at my table continually.  And he bowed himself, and
said, What is thy servant, that thou shouldest look upon such a dead dog as I am?
Then the king called to Ziba, Saul’s servant, and said unto him, I have given unto thy
master’s son all that pertained to Saul and to all his house.  Thou therefore, and thy
sons, and thy servants, shall till the land for him, and thou shalt bring in the fruits,
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that thy master’s son may have food to eat: but Mephibosheth thy master’s son shall
eat bread alway at my table. Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants.  Then
said Ziba unto the king, According to all that my lord the king hath commanded his
servant, so shall thy servant do. As for Mephibosheth, said the king, he shall eat at
my table, as one of the king’s sons.  And Mephibosheth had a young son, whose
name was Micha. And all that dwelt in the house of Ziba were servants unto
Mephibosheth.  So Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem: for he did eat continually at
the king’s table; and was lame on both his feet.

8. Martha to Jesus
Luke 10:38-42 ... Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered into a certain
village:  and a certain woman named Martha received him into her house.  And she
had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus’ feet, and heard his word.  But
Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came to him, and said, Lord, dost
thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her therefore that she
help me.  And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful
and troubled about many things:  But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen
that good part, which shall not be taken away from her.

9. Lydia to Paul and Silas
 Acts 16:14,15 ... And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of
Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us:  whose heart the Lord opened, that she
attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul.  And when she was baptized,
and her household, she besought us, saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to
the Lord, come into my house, and abide there.  And she constrained us.

10. Barbarians to Paul
Acts 28:2,7 ... And the barbarous people shewed us no little kindness:  for they
kindled a fire, and received us every one, because of the present rain, and because
of the cold ... In the same quarters were possessions of the chief man of the island,
whose name was Publius; who received us, and lodged us three days courteously.
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