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Courage - facing a fearful situation because it is right and honorable

A. Courage manifested

Among enemies ... Ezra 5:11

And thus they returned us answer, saying, We are the servants of the God of heaven and earth,
and build the house that was builded these many years ago, which a great king of Israel builded and
set up.

In battle ... Judges 4:18-22

And Jael went out to meet Sisera, and said unto him, Turn in, my lord, turn in to me; fear not.  And
when he had turned in unto her into the tent, she covered him with a mantle.  And he said unto her,
Give me, I pray thee, a little water to drink; for I am thirsty.  And she opened a bottle of milk, and gave
him drink, and covered him.   Again he said unto her, Stand in the door of the tent, and it shall be,
when any man doth come and enquire of thee, and say, Is there any man here? that thou shalt say,
No.  Then Jael Heber’s wife took a nail of the tent, and took an hammer in her hand, and went softly
unto him, and smote the nail into his temples, and fastened it into the ground:  for he was fast asleep
and weary.  So he died.  And, behold, as Barak pursued Sisera, Jael came out to meet him, and said
unto him, Come, and I will shew thee the man whom thou seekest.  And when he came into her tent,
behold, Sisera lay dead, and the nail was in his temples.

Against great odds ... 1 Samuel 17:32,50

And David said to Saul, Let no man’s heart fail because of him; thy servant will go and fight with this
Philistine.  So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a stone, and smote the
Philistine, and slew him; but there was no sword in the hand of David.

When threatened ... Daniel 3:16-18

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not
careful to answer thee in this matter.  If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from
the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king.  But if not, be it known unto
thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.

When intimidated ... Daniel 6:10

Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and his windows being
open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed,
and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.
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When facing death ... Judges 16:28

And Samson called unto the LORD, and said, O Lord GOD, remember me, I pray thee, and
strengthen me, I pray thee, only this once, O God, that I may be at once avenged of the Philistines
for my two eyes.

In youth ... 1 Samuel 14:6-45

In old age ... Joshua 14:10-12

And now, behold, the LORD hath kept me alive, as he said, these forty and five years, even since the
LORD spake this word unto Moses, while the children of Israel wandered in the wilderness:  and now,
lo, I am this day fourscore and five years old.  As yet I am as strong this day as I was in the day that
Moses sent me:  as my strength was then, even so is my strength now, for war, both to go out, and to
come in.  Now therefore give me this mountain, whereof the LORD spake in that day; for thou
heardest in that day how the Anakims were there, and that the cities were great and fenced:  if so be
the LORD will be with me, then I shall be able to drive them out, as the LORD said.

Before a king ... Esther 4:8,16

Also he gave him the copy of the writing of the decree that was given at Shushan to destroy them, to
shew it unto Esther, and to declare it unto her, and to charge her that she should go in unto the king,
to make supplication unto him, and to make request before him for her people.  Go, gather together
all the Jews that are present in Shushan, and fast ye for me, and neither eat nor drink three days,
night or day:  I also and my maidens will fast likewise; and so will I go in unto the king, which is not
according to the law:  and if I perish, I perish.

In moral crises ... Nehemiah 13:1-31

In speaking Christ ... Acts 3:12-26
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B. Men encouraged to

Leaders ... Deuteronomy 31:7

And Moses called unto Joshua, and said unto him in the sight of all Israel, Be strong and of a good
courage:  for thou must go with this people unto the land which the LORD hath sworn unto their
fathers to give them; and thou shalt cause them to inherit it.

Joshua ... Joshua 1:5-7

There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life: as I was with Moses, so I
will be with thee:  I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.  Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this
people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land, which I sware unto their fathers to give them.
Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law,
which Moses my servant commanded thee:  turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou
mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest.

Gideon ... Judges 7:11

And thou shalt hear what they say; and afterward shall thine hands be strengthened to go down unto
the host. Then went he down with Phurah his servant unto the outside of the armed men that were in
the host.

Why do you think there is this saying, "All bullies are cowards"?
Can you give scriptural examples?

(Hint: Joseph's brothers Genesis 42:21-28 ... there are many others)


