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Freedom
A. Freedom of the unregenerate limited by
Sin ... John 8:34

Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, | say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin.

Inability ... John 8:43

Why do ye not understand My speech? even because ye cannot hear My word.
Satan ... John 8:41,44

Ye do the deeds of your father. Then said they to him, We be not born of fornication; we have one
Father, even God. Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a
murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he
speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.

Bondage ... Romans 6:20
For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness.
Deadness ... Ephesians 2:1

And you hath He quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;

B. Freedom of the regenerate
Made free by Christ ... John 8:36
If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.
Freed from bondage ... Romans 6:18,22

Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. But now being made free
from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.
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Not of license ... 1 Peter 2:16
As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of God.
Not of Bondage again ... Galatians 5:1

Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again
with the yoke of bondage

Civil Liberty Obtained by

Purchase ... Acts 22:28

And the chief captain answered, With a great sum obtained | this freedom. And Paul said, But | was
free born.

Birth ... Acts 22:28

And the chief captain answered, With a great sum obtained | this freedom. And Paul said, But | was
free born.

Release ... Deuteronomy 15:12-15

And if thy brother, an Hebrew man, or an Hebrew woman, be sold unto thee, and serve thee six years;
then in the seventh year thou shalt let him go free from thee. And when thou sendest him out free from
thee, thou shalt not let him go away empty: Thou shalt furnish him liberally out of thy flock, and out of thy
floor, and out of thy winepress: of that wherewith the LORD thy God hath blessed thee thou shalt give
unto him. And thou shalt remember that thou wast a bondman in the land of Egypt, and the LORD thy
God redeemed thee: therefore | command thee this thing to day.

Victory ... Exodus 14:30,31

Thus the LORD saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians
dead upon the sea shore. And Israel saw that great work which the LORD did upon the Egyptians:
and the people feared the LORD, and believed the LORD, and his servant Moses.
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Civil Liberty based on Spiritual Liberty

A. Liberty described as
Predicted ... Isaiah 61:1

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed Me to preach good tidings
unto the meek; He hath sent Me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and
the opening of the prison to them that are bound;

Proclaimed ... John 8:34-44
Present ... 2 Corinthians 3:17
Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.

Portrayed ... Galatians 4:22-26,31

For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the other by a freewoman. But
he who was of the bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he of the freewoman was by promise.
Which things are an allegory: for these are the two covenants; the one from the mount Sinai, which
gendereth to bondage, which is Agar. For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to
Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children. But Jerusalem which is above is free,
which is the mother of us all ... So then, brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman, but of the
free.

Perverted ... Galatians 5:13

For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by
love serve one another.

Perfected ... Romans 8:21

Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious
liberty of the children of God
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B.

Liberty consistent with servitude

To God ... Romans 1:1

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God,

To Christ ... John 13:13,16

Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so | am. Verily, verily, | say unto you, The servant is
not greater than his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him

To righteousness ... Romans 6:18,22

Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. But now being made free
from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.

To Christians ... 1 Corinthians 9:19
For though | be free from all men, yet have | made myself servant unto all, that | might gain the more.

To human masters ... 1 Corinthians 7:20-22

Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he was called. Art thou called being a servant? care
not for it: but if thou mayest be made free, use it rather. For he that is called in the Lord, being a
servant, is the Lord’s freeman: likewise also he that is called, being free, is Christ’s servant.

. Relation of Christians toward liberty

Are called to ... Galatians 5:13

For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by
love serve one another

Have the law of ... James 1:25

But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful
hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.
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Should :
Walk in liberty ... Psalm 119:45

And | will walk at liberty: for | seek thy precepts.

Regard others in liberty ... 1 Corinthians 10:29-33

Conscience, | say, not thine own, but of the other: for why is my liberty judged of another man’s
conscience? For if | by grace be a partaker, why am | evil spoken of for that for which | give thanks?
Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. Give none
offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God: Even as | please all men
in all things, not seeking mine own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved.

Cause no offense by liberty ... Romans 14:13-23

Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this rather, that no man put a
stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in his brother’s way. | know, and am persuaded by the Lord
Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itself: but to him that esteemeth any thing to be unclean, to
him it is unclean. But if thy brother be grieved with thy meat, now walkest thou not charitably.
Destroy not him with thy meat, for whom Christ died. Let not then your good be evil spoken of: For
the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.
For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and approved of men. Let us
therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another.
For meat destroy not the work of God. All things indeed are pure; but it is evil for that man who
eateth with offence. Itis good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing whereby thy
brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak. Hast thou faith? have it to thyself before God.
Happy is he that condemneth not himself in that thing which he alloweth. And he that doubteth is
damned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin.

Not abuse liberty ... Galatians 5:13

For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by
love serve one another

Resist corrupters of liberty ... Galatians 2:4,5

And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily to spy out our liberty

which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage: To whom we gave place by
subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of the gospel might continue with you.
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Independence: Control of one's own affairs without outside influences

A. Virtues of independence

Freedom of action ... Genesis 14:22-24

And Abram said to the king of Sodom, | have lift up mine hand unto the LORD, the most high God,
the possessor of heaven and earth, That | will not take from a thread even to a shoelatchet, and that |
will not take any thing that is thine, lest thou shouldest say, | have made Abram rich: Save only that
which the young men have eaten, and the portion of the men which went with me, Aner, Eshcol, and
Mamre; let them take their portion.

Responsibility ... John 9:21,23

But by what means he now seeth, we know not; or who hath opened his eyes, we know not: he is of
age; ask him: he shall speak for himself. Therefore said his parents, He is of age; ask him.

Supply of needs ... 1 Thessalonians 3:11,12

Now God himself and our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, direct our way unto you. And the Lord

make you to increase and abound in love one toward another, and toward all men, even as we do
toward you:

B. Evils of independence
Arbitrary use of authority ... 1 Samuel 14:24-45
Selfishness ... 1 Samuel 25:1-11

Mismanagement ... Luke 15:12-16

And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me.
And he divided unto them his living. And not many days after the younger son gathered all together,
and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living. And when
he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in want. And he went
and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he
would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him.

Arrogance ... 3 John 9,10

| wrote unto the church: But Diotrephes, who loveth to have the preeminence among them, receiveth
us not. Wherefore, if | come, | will remember his deeds which he doeth, prating against us with
malicious words: and not content therewith, neither doth he himself receive the brethren, and
forbiddeth them that would, and casteth them out of the church.
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Courage - facing a fearful situation because it is right and honorable
A. Courage manifested
Among enemies ... Ezra 5:11

And thus they returned us answer, saying, We are the servants of the God of heaven and earth,
and build the house that was builded these many years ago, which a great king of Israel builded and
set up.

In battle ... Judges 4:18-22

And Jael went out to meet Sisera, and said unto him, Turn in, my lord, turn in to me; fear not. And
when he had turned in unto her into the tent, she covered him with a mantle. And he said unto her,
Give me, | pray thee, a little water to drink; for | am thirsty. And she opened a bottle of milk, and gave
him drink, and covered him. Again he said unto her, Stand in the door of the tent, and it shall be,
when any man doth come and enquire of thee, and say, Is there any man here? that thou shalt say,
No. Then Jael Heber’s wife took a nail of the tent, and took an hammer in her hand, and went softly
unto him, and smote the nail into his temples, and fastened it into the ground: for he was fast asleep
and weary. So he died. And, behold, as Barak pursued Sisera, Jael came out to meet him, and said
unto him, Come, and | will shew thee the man whom thou seekest. And when he came into her tent,

behold, Sisera lay dead, and the nail was in his temples.
Against great odds ... 1 Samuel 17:32,50

And David said to Saul, Let no man'’s heart fail because of him; thy servant will go and fight with this
Philistine. So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a stone, and smote the
Philistine, and slew him; but there was no sword in the hand of David.

When threatened ... Daniel 3:16-18

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not
careful to answer thee in this matter. If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from
the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But if not, be it known unto
thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.

When intimidated ... Daniel 6:10

Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and his windows being
open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed,
and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.
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When facing death ... Judges 16:28

And Samson called unto the LORD, and said, O Lord GOD, remember me, | pray thee, and
strengthen me, | pray thee, only this once, O God, that | may be at once avenged of the Philistines
for my two eyes.

In youth ... 1 Samuel 14:6-45

In old age ... Joshua 14:10-12

And now, behold, the LORD hath kept me alive, as he said, these forty and five years, even since the
LORD spake this word unto Moses, while the children of Israel wandered in the wilderness: and now.
lo, I am this day fourscore and five years old. As yet | am as strong this day as | was in the day that
Moses sent me: as my strength was then, even so is my strength now, for war, both to go out, and to
come in. Now therefore give me this mountain, whereof the LORD spake in that day; for thou
heardest in that day how the Anakims were there, and that the cities were great and fenced: if so be
the LORD will be with me, then | shall be able to drive them out, as the LORD said.

Before a king ... Esther 4:8,16

Also he gave him the copy of the writing of the decree that was given at Shushan to destroy them, to
shew it unto Esther, and to declare it unto her, and to charge her that she should go in unto the king,
to make supplication unto him, and to make request before him for her people. Go, gather together
all the Jews that are present in Shushan, and fast ye for me, and neither eat nor drink three days,
night or day: | also and my maidens will fast likewise; and so will I go in unto the king, which is not
according to the law: and if | perish, | perish.

In moral crises ... Nehemiah 13:1-31

In speaking Christ ... Acts 3:12-26
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B. Men encouraged to
Leaders ... Deuteronomy 31:7

And Moses called unto Joshua, and said unto him in the sight of all Israel, Be strong and of a good

courage: for thou must go with this people unto the land which the LORD hath sworn unto their
fathers to give them; and thou shalt cause them to inherit it.

Joshua ... Joshua 1:5-7

There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life: as | was with Moses, so |
will be with thee: | will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this
people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land, which | sware unto their fathers to give them.
Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law,
which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou
mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest.

Gideon ... Judges 7:11

And thou shalt hear what they say; and afterward shall thine hands be strengthened to go down unto

the host. Then went he down with Phurah his servant unto the outside of the armed men that were in
the host.

Why do you think there is this saying, "All bullies are cowards"?
Can you give scriptural examples?

(Hint: Joseph's brothers Genesis 42:21-28 ... there are many others)
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